CHURCH
LIFE 	

SUMMER 2019	


Welcome
to...

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
All Are Welcome

Open Door 8:15 in the Chapel
Worship 10:15 in the Sanctuary

Following the 10:15 Worship Service
we invite you for coffee and fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
Child care is available

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 am - 4:00pm
Friday
8:00-12:00 noon

• Pentecost Sunday! A worship service

planned by our Multi-cultural Group will celebrate
the different ways people come to God in different
cultures. A birthday party for Jesus will follow as
part of the Mission Trip Luncheon.

• Vacation Bible School June 10-12 (see
pg 6)
•

Discovery Time on June 16

(see pg. 3)

• Exploring God’s Creation with a bird
watching expedition on June 16 and ecologically
sustainable gardens on July 7 (see pg. 6)

• Mission Trip: 20 youth and adult chaperones leave on July 13 for eight days of service in
Providence, Rhode Island (see pg. 9)

• Lois Bucher’s Retirement Party on
Sunday, July 28. Lois will preach in the worship service and then we will gather at the Heritage Ballroom for her celebration luncheon at noon..

First Congregational - UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
256 E. Chicago St., Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-4045 - www.fcc-elgin.org

TRANSITIONAL TIMES
In Indianapolis the then Plymouth Congregational Church used to shut down for the summer. It was hot. In the
19th Century it was well known amongst middle class people that God summered in Maine or Michigan and not in
the hot central city of Indianapolis. And in those days before air conditioning was invented, it was hot!
These are not those days! While it will still be hot (probably hotter), this summer:

• We will have a brief congregational meeting on Sunday 23 to discuss and vote on a proposal to add air conditioning to the kitchen and Fellowsip Hall this summer.
• Important work to do as we explore whether we as a congregation should vote to be officially ‘Open and Affirming’ to people who are gay or lesbian. Michael Blackwood, one of our members who was ordained here and who now
serves a church in Colorado, will preach with us on June 23.
• Share the Gospel with our Vacation Bible School on June 10-12.

• We will continue to live into our future in strengthening our mission work in our congregation.

• We will make a tearful goodbye to Pastor Lois when she retires on July 28. And we will gear up for our fall programming with new initiatives in pastoral care in August and September.
Not a time of sleeping in; summer will be a time of exciting advance work for our church’s growth and work. Come
be a part of exciting times!

UPDATES OF PROGRESS IN TRANSITIONAL TIMES
• Search Committee

The Search Committee is moving ahead on schedule with it looking as though the church’s profile will be ready to
be released in June. It could be that they will receive profiles almost immediately, but interviews won’t start until,
probably, August and September. It is conceivable, if everything goes perfectly, it might happen, maybe possibly that
there will be a candidate by November and the settled minister here in January. In the meantime, the Council has
renewed Rev. Montgomery’s contract for another 6 months.

• Building

The long scheduled tuck pointing is now done. The roofers are hard at it this week and it is realistic to expect them to be done next week (depending upon whether it rains or not). The next step will be the re-plastering of the ceiling in the sanctuary. Look for us to be worshipping in the sanctuary up through June 9,
which will be followed by a stripping of the sanctuary furnishings and then the erection of the scaffolding.

• Parking

The new reality is construction. Our customary handicapped parking on the north side of the church is currently displaced by a crane and the access to the north side handicapped entrance may be blocked by scaffolding
later in June We have relocated our handicapped parking spaces to the east side of the building when we worship in Fellowship Hall.
If you are not licensed for handicapped parking, please don’t use them on Sundays!

• Summer Worship

We will continue to have two worship services, one at 8:15 a.m. in the Chapel and the second service at 10:15 a.m.
in the Sanctuary until June 17 and then in the Fellowship Hall. Themes for our summer worship include:
o June: Foundations of the Richness of Diversity

o July: Special communion service on July 7 and a celebration of Lois Bucher on July 28

o August: The mysteries of God, including (probably) a blessing of the backpacks for the children on August 18.

DISCOVERY TIME ON JUNE 16
WHAT DO WE PROMISE ONE ANOTHER?
Covenants have a sacred place in the congregations of the Congregational tradition. Rather than pledging obedience to a creed, Congregationalists usually covenanted with one another to form a community of discipleship. Each congregation was responsible for writing their own covenant,
the most famous of which was the Salem Covenant of 1629 which reads:

We Covenant with the Lord and one with another; and do bind our selves
in the presence of God, to walk together in all his waies, according as he is
pleased to reveale himselfe unto us in his Blessed word of truth.
This became the classic covenant of liberal Christianity: it is simple, spiritual and ethical and hence much copied. In Salem, to be sure, in 1630 they added a few pages of doctrinal beliefs so that the Puritan saints could be
more puritan like.
Our covenant, inherited from previous Constitutions reads:

We the People of First Congregational Church of Elgin acknowledge as our sole head, Jesus Christ, Son of God,
and Savior. We acknowledge as kindred in Christ all who share in this confession. We look to the word of God in
the Scriptures, and to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, to prosper our creative and redemptive work in
the world. We claim as our own the faith the historic church expressed in the ancient creeds and reclaimed in the
basic insights of the Protestant reformers. We affirm the responsibility of the church in each generation to make
this faith our own in reality of worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in purity of heart before God.
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, we recognize two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion. We
believe that the privilege and responsibility of witnessing to the gospel belongs to every member of our church.
First Congregational Church diligently seeks, therefore, to provide opportunities to exercise such gifts of teaching, evangelizing, healing, preaching, and administration as God has bestowed upon us.
Note that it is long and more a statement of beliefs than a covenant about what we promise to God and to one
another. And can you repeat it? At the very least, in the view of the interim minister the church covenant does
not give energy or direction to the church.

This idea of a church existing in covenant has been picked up in modern days in the United Church of Christ
with declarations about specific ethical conduct. Being Open and Affirming to people who are lesbian or gay is a
form of covenant. There are also covenants for creation justice, being a just peace church, and economic justice.
The question for ourselves focuses upon ‘What do we promise?’
Our Discovery Time on June 16 at 9 a.m. will ask four questions of us: By virtue of being a part of this congregation:
•
What do we promise one another?
•
What do we promise our neighbors?
•
What do we promise God?
•
What do we promise the wider church?

Out of this discussion a small group will form to draft a possible covenant that will come back to the
congregation for a vote, probably in September.

Resources:

http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/CreationJusticeBrochure.pdf
https://www.ucc.org/how_it_works_becoming_a_creation_justice_church
https://www.ucc.org/justice_just-peace_old-site_a-just-peace-church-1

As you know, at the January Annual Meeting this year the congregation voted:

John Dalton made a motion that we approve the Ministry of the Building choosing a bid of up to $540,000,
including supervisory and management fees, to replace the roof and repair and repaint in the sanctuary. Mary
Kirkman seconded the motion.
Discussion centered on how this would be funded. We do not want to deplete the Capital account as we draw
funds to cover the deficit from there. There is enough money in the FCC Trust to get this started. A capital funds
campaign would not be indicated here as there is enough money in the FCC Trust, but would be indicated when
phase II of the renovation is imminent.
A vote was taken on the motion and it passed with no dissenting votes.

Since then Paul Turk, chairperson of the Ministry of the Building, suggested with the grateful approval of the
Church Council that the church serve as its own general contractor, with Paul Turk serving as the representative
of the congregation in dealing with contractors. That has resulted in significant cost savings (not the estimated
$593,000 with an outside general contractor but approximately $300,000), leaving almost $200,000 that can
now be spent or be utilized for other projects.
Upon the recommendation of the Ministry of the Building, the Church Council recommends to the Congregation that up to $50,000 be spent to provide air conditioning to the kitchen, fellowship hall and replacing the
existing air conditioning of the church offices.

The kitchen and fellowship hall projects are designed to provide comfort for our summer worship when we
will be in the basement. The church office project will replace a 30 year old system with a more efficient system
at a time when we can receive a $5,000 rebate from ComEd.

The Church Council therefore calls for a congregational meeting to be held at 9 a.m. on Sunday, June 23, 2019
to vote upon this issue.

SAVE THE DATE

Worship & Church Picnic
August 25th
Mark your calendars now for our exciting end-of-summer
Church Picnic. The date is August 25h with worship at 10:15
am at Lord’s Park East Pavilion (across from Lord’s Park Zoo)
followed by a picnic (bring a dish to pass) and an afternoon
of fun. Please contact the church office for more information
or to volunteer your time. Be sure to watch for more details.

JUNE WORSHIP THEMES
June 2: “Complicating Doing Good” It sometimes seems so easy to decide what is right or wrong
that we get surprised when someone we thought was an intelligent and good person comes up with
the ‘wrong’ decision. Why is that? Well, it turns out that it’s complicated! Rev. Michael Montgomery
speaks on the insights of contemporary science on the ‘how’s’ involved in making ethical and moral
decisions. Matthew 7:12.
June 9: “Feast of Pentecost” Our Diversity Group leads our celebration of Pentecost with witnesses about coming to faith in different lands. Kirsten Pedersen, Roman Castillo and offer their perspectives along with celebrations of the spirit in liturgical dance. Genesis 11:1-9 and Acts 2:1-2.

June 16: “Trinity: Portal of God?” The idea that God is to be understood as a trinity has been controversial
for about 2,000 years and is usually quickly glossed over. But in recent years the doctrine of the Trinity has
been returned to as a way to understand the variety of Christian experiences in God as a way to understand
the diversity to be found in Christian community. Rev. Michael Montgomery preaches on John 16:12-15.
June 23: “God, Gay and the Church” Our former member and now UCC minister Michael Blackwood returns to us from Colorado to talk about how he found himself Gay, Christian and called by
God for service. Scriptures to be determined.
June 30: “Sinking” Matthew 14:22-33 Lois Bucher, Preacher
***

Special projects and collec0ons to beneﬁt par0cular causes. In May
we focused on collec0ng toiletries and supplies for the Crisis Center.
In June we will collect oﬀerings for the UCC’s Strengthen the Church
oﬀering which goes to found new churches and launch revitaliza0on
projects that beneﬁt all churches. Half of the money that we give will
stay in Illinois, the other half goes to the na0onal level of the church to
fund new churches and programs. The popular S0ll Speaking program
began this way.
See hHps://www.youtube.com/watch?
0me_con0nue=11&v=gsM8uIuNJI4 for more informa0on.

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY
The Thursday Morning Study
Group continues at 10:30 each
Thursday in the Conference Room.
We’d love to have you join this discussion group. Please let Pastor Lois
know if you’d like a book for $11.00.
Copies will be available from the
church office.
All are welcome!

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM TRIP
JUNE 12TH
A group will be touring the Holocaust
Museum in Skokie, IL on Wednesday, June
12th. We are meeting at church at 9:30am
and carpooling to the museum.
Following our tour we will find a place for lunch.
Please let Pastor Lois know if you’d be interested in joining the group. All are welcome.

JUNE HAPPENINGS
Mission Trip Luncheon
June 9th.

Join us for a picnic themed luncheon on June 9th following worship. This luncheon will feature
picnic foods. The cost is $5 per
person with the proceeds benefitting the 2019 mission trip to Providence, RI.

Twenty people (13 youth and 7 adults) will be going on this summer’s mission trip to the Glocester,
Rhode Island. We will be commissioning the mission
trip group on Sunday, June 23rd at the 10:15 worship service. All mission trip participants should be
present for this service.

At “To Mars and Beyond” Vacation bible School, your
students will enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based
good time as they explore where God’s power can take
them. They will become Voyagers and discover how to
serve God and God’s mission for their lives. Your Voyagers
will also discover our Vector Verse, Ephesians 3:20 - Glory
to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask
or imagine by his power at work within us!
Join us for Vacation Bible School June 10th 12th (Monday - Wednesday), 5:30pm - 8:00pm.
To register, contact the church office at 847-7414045 or contact Beth Claxton at 517-282-5051 or
elinquist@hotmail.com.

BEER, BURGERS, &THE BIBLE
Calling all guys! The next meeting of Beer,
“Burgers and the Bible” is June 17th. We meet
at 6:30 pm at Elgin Public House, 219 E. Chicago Street. Order something to eat (it’s halfprice burger night), if you like, and come upstairs for an hour of Bible study for dudes only.

BREAKFAST WIITH THE BIBLE

Brea.kfast with the Bible continues on Tuesday
mornings at 9 am in the conference room with a
careful reading of the Gospel of Mark. All are welcome!

ECO GROUP OUTING
FCC’s EcoGroup invites you to join them on a bird
watching expedition in the Carl Hansen Woods in
Poplar Creek Forest Preserve on Sunday, June 16 at
2 p.m. We will meet at the church and then drive
out to the woods. We can walk through restored oak
savannah, tall grass prairie and a glacial kame, and
will be a good time to see nesting bobolinks. The
expedition will be led by veteran birder Jim Hinton,
who explains that this area is a “great example of
how restoring a native plant ecosystem brings back
animals that disappeared when their habitat was
destroyed.” Climbing the kame is optional. Bring
binoculars and wear earth colors (green, brown,
grey, etc.) and avoid bright colors (red, yellow,
pink, etc.) in order to blend in and avoid spooking
the birds. Hiking boots or good walking shoes with
clothes to protect you from the sun are recommended. Bug spray is a good idea. Do bring smart phones
with cameras or a bird identification app on them.

Luncheon Celebra.on
Noon to 2 PM
Heritage Ballroom
Elgin Recrea.onal Center
100 Symphony Way
Elgin, IL
Mark your calendars and plan to join us as we thank Lois for her 23 years
of ministry to us, our kids and our extended families.
Formal invita.ons along with response cards will be mailed out next week
to your home. In order to ensure we have enough of everything, we must
receive your response card no later than July 15 indica.ng the number in
your family who will aPend. Watch for your invita.on.
We hope you can join us.

THE AOK, ACTS OF KINDNESS COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Can you call a restaurant to deliver a meal to an FCC member in need? Like to cook? Are you able to deliver a readymade meal to an FCC member in need?
We are looking for additional committee members to provide God’s work in the way of either providing transportation in the Fox Valley area for medical appointments or procedures for an FCC member or providing a meal in the ways
mentioned above.
How much time are we asking?

When the need arises: 15 minutes making calls to individuals who have already agreed to provide a meal and/or
deliver the meal to the member in need.
Each volunteer will be assigned a particular month or two to make phone calls.

If you are not able to attend the barbecue and are interested in joining the committee, contact Karen Carlson at
karencarlson5@sbcglobal.net or 847-488-9271.

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE MEMBERS OF THE A-OK COMMITTEE
ON SATURDAY, JULY 13 FOR OUR ANNUAL BARBECUE
We will provide more info and answer questions while eating a delicious meal and enjoying fellowship
with you.

Saturday, July 13
5:30pm

Ron and Karen Carlson’s home
40W695 Homestead Drive, Hampshire
Bring a dish to share
RSVP to karencarlson5@sbcglobal.net or call 847-488-9271

JULY, AND AUGUST HAPPENINGS
JULY WORSHIP THEMES
July 7
A special communion service around the tables in the Fellowship Hall will create intimacy and
depth to our communion service. The sermon will examine God and Country and the ways we balance these
sometimes competing allegiances.
July 14 God, Gay and the Church: A Woman’s Story We will have heard Michael Blackwoods’ faith story
in June, how is the experience of women who are lesbian the same or different? Rev. Dr. Kirstin Peachey will
be preaching.
July 21 What’s good about the Good News? Our worship service will have us break into teams who
will apply the Gospel of Jesus to the participants in a murder trial. Thinking about others will lead us to think
about ourselves!
July 28 Lois Bucher’s farewell worship service, with special guest Rev. Dr. James Olson of the Illinois
Conference administering the ritual of closure.

JULY MISSION THEME

We will collect money for Elgin’s
PADS program which provides assistance and shelter for people who
are homeless, and which boasts a
70% success rate in moving people
out of homelessness into sustainable
housing. We have a long history with PADS; Dennis
Hewitt was its leader for many years. Because of an
internal employee error at PADS, they did not get a
Mission Grant this year (they didn’t apply). This is
our chance to still help. See https://www.padsofelgin.org for more information.

ECO GROUP OUTING
Our Eco-group will lead a tour of local lawns and
gardens that utilize native plants and sustainable
practices. We will meet at the church at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, June 7, visiting the homes of the Hinton’s,
Schultz’s, Segal’s and others. A “minimal exer-

cise” outing!

We will depart from Midway Airport on Saturday,
July 13 to begin our work on Sunday in Providence
at a soup kettle and will continue doing a variety of
projects througout the week serving the homeless and
underserved of that area. The group’s mission work is
being arranged by our United Church of Christ Camp,
Irons Homestead in Glocester, RI where we will stay.

AUGUST WORSHIP THEMES

We begin a theme on ‘Why Believe?’ and how
we know and the problems we have with knowing God.

August 18
Rev. Dr. Justo González, the
interim conference minister of the Illinois Conference of the United Church of
Christ will be our guest and preacher.
.

August 25 All Church Worship and Picnic
at Lord’s Park Pavilion! We will bless the backpacks (and children who wear them) as they
return to school

***

AUGUST MISSION THEME

In August we will support Youth Outlook,
a social service agency that targets the needs
of youth who may be gay, lesbian, bisexual or
transgender. As our members who are LGBT
can attest, the teenage years are very difficult
for gay teens who are struggling with themselves, their peers and families at an often unexpected identity. Youth Outlook provides a drop
in center at the YWCA across the street from us,
but needs funding to staff that drop in center
over the summer. See https://youth-outlook.
org for more information.

JUNE SERVING SCHEDULE
June 2

Acolyte.....................
Greeters..................
....................................
....................................
Reader.....................
Sound System.......
Coffee Hour...........
Ushers......................
....................................
....................................
....................................
....................................

Savannah Lynch
Lee Ellsworth
Beth Mitchell
Anna Cannone
Pat Segel
Curt Phillips
Jennifer Phillips
Kirsten Pedersen
Laura McMinn
Lindsay Iverson
Beth Mitchell
Sandy Dalton

Acolyte.....................
Greeters..................
....................................
Reader.....................
Sound System.......
Tech Asst................
Coffee Hour...........
Ushers......................
....................................
....................................
....................................
....................................

Layla Nickels
Jean Hempstead
Lois Robinson
Anna Moeller
Ben Brictson
Dakota Underhill
Barb burton
Claire Noland
Matthew Schultz
Nathan Leith
William Schultz, Zylle
Constantino, Nathan Leith

June 16

June 9

Acolyte.....................Ricky Phillips
Greeters..................Marilyn Kauffman
....................................Jennifer Green
Reader.....................Brian Stark
Sound System.......Don Patterson
Tech Asst................Matt Gerber
Coffee Hour...........Mission Trip Luncheon
Ushers.....................Ron Carlson, Karen Carlson,
....................................Pat Segel, Ron Banwart,
....................................Rich Wagner
June 23

Acolyte.....................Violet Szudy
Greeters..................Pat & Jim Jocius
Reader.....................Mary Underhill
Tech Asst................Beth Mitchell
Coffee Hour...........Evelyn Johnson
Ushers......................Tom Phillips
....................................Dennis Leberecht
....................................Brian Stark
....................................Martin Cedillo
June 30

Acolyte.....................Savannah Lynch
Greeters..................Liz Sharf
....................................Jan Breitmayer
Reader.....................Shirley May Byrnes
Worship Tech........Jim Jocius
Coffee Hour...........Marilyn Kauffman
Ushers......................Jeanne Rothlisberger
....................................Tom Phillips, John Dalton
....................................Rich Wagner, Sandy Dalton

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Michael H. Montgomery, Ph.D...................................................................... Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. Lois Bucher............................................................................................................ Associate Pastor
Jean Tuohy.......................................................................................................................Music Director
Pam Patterson..................................................................................................Administrative Assistant
Pat Lindquist................................................................................................... Congregational Associate
Rich Wagner.............................................................................................................. Building Steward

First Congregational United Church of Christ
256 E. Chicago St.
Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045
Website: www.fcc-elgin.org
WORSHIP TIMES: 8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

GIFTS FROM THE PAST, GIFTS FOR THE FUTURE

When we walk around the sanctuary and look at the windows, we can see
the witnesses of previous generations who have been a part of this congregation and who bless us with their gifts even now: Mrs. Lord and her Sunday
School class; the members of Christian Endeavor (under thirty young adults,
who grew up and did well!); Paul Jehle and his love of this building and mission; Jan Embree and her love of children. Many of us don’t know these people, but we are blessed by their love and the gifts that they still give to us.
What will we give to those who follow us? In relay races in track and field
a team of people work together to win the race, passing a baton after each person finishes their lap.
How will we ‘pass the baton’ to future generations? If we are like most churches our size and age
spectrum, we will have some lean years in attendance ahead of us. Younger adults don’t (can’t) attend
church with the same frequency as do older adults, even as we grow in numbers it is likely that Sunday
attendance will drop until the generations pass. The church will need endowment income to survive what
will be financially leaner years before the next round of flourishing really takes off.
What can you do? Remember the church in your will! Talk to your financial advisor who can help you
structure your estate (and we all have estates, be they ever so humble!) to minimize your tax burden and
maximize the benefits that you give to your loved ones and the institutions that have nurtured you all of
your life. Thank you!

