Rally
Day

Welcome...
To worship services…
that celebrate the work of God’s love in our lives and explore what the discipleship of Christ
and love of neighbor mean in this day and age. Our worship services include our Chancel
Choir and Chancel Ringers (Bell) Choir and reflections on the Christian faith. September
worship services focus on the discovery of God in our lives. See page 2 for details.
To Christian Education for all ages…
Our Sunday School seeks to learn with children the great stories of the Bible through fun
activities, games and crafts. Discovery Time meets on Sunday mornings from 9:15 - 10:15
a.m. to learn about important issues before our church and society. Breakfast with the Bible
meets on Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. for a verse by verse examination of the Bible and other
ancient texts. We look at the Gospel of Thomas beginning September 10! Book Discussion
Group (formerly the Women’s Study Group) meets on Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for
fellowship and discussions about books. A Confirmation class on Wednesdays. See page 2.
To Fellowship…
Make new friends and deepen old friendships with groups as eclectic as the monthly Tuesday
morning Boys Out for Breakfast (the ‘Bobs’), our women’s fellowship group Damaris
(formerly Women, Wine and the Word) and the Book Discussion Group on Thursday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. Children are not left out with the monthly FROG Friday for Friends
Relying on God and, for High School youth, Youth Fellowship. See page 6.
To Mission…
September brings multiple opportunities for hands on mission (our Soup Kettle, Food Pantry
and work day), support of our immigrant family through giving, and addressing the global
and local climate change crisis through our church solar initiatives and September 29 work
day. See page 5.
To Rally Day! …
On Sunday, September 8 we will come back together for the:
• Opening of Sunday School
• Worship featuring the return of our choir
• Commissioning of congregational visitors, who will visit people who are confined to
their homes or are otherwise shut in.
• Commissioning of our Confirmands as they begin this year’s exploration of their faith.
• Beginning of our Live Love ministry of Caring for Creation
• Eat ice cream Sundaes provided by the BOB’s and served by the Youth Group!
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Worship Themes
Sept. 1

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” Some of us knew what we were
going to be when we grew up for as far back as we can remember. Others of us have
changed our minds a lot, or have had our minds changed by the circumstances of our
lives. We don’t always have as much of a choice as we dreamed we would. But we do
have choices about the kind of people we will be. Rev. Montgomery will speak on the
nature of vocation for people (and churches), based upon Genesis 12:3, Luke 9:18-27

Sept. 8

“A Particular Moment” There was a moment last spring when our search for a way
to trim the budget met with a large number of people passionate about the
environment which coupled with the critical climate issues of our time, and this year’s
Live Love Theme of ‘Care of the Environment’ was born. Rev. Montgomery will speak
on the importance of this and the theological grounding for our work from Genesis 1
and 2.

Sept. 15

“The Problem of God” 1 Kings 19, passim. Churches are discovering what university
faculty have been telling us for some time: there are an increasing number of people
who don’t believe in God. Now most of us don’t believe in the god that other’s don’t
believe in---and that has nothing to do with the God we believe to be real. But how do
we explain who God is in ways that are not oppressive?

Sept. 22

“An Elusive God” Psalm 22:1-8. How can there be a God when there is so much
suffering?

Sept. 29

Gods” Neil Gaiman’s book American Gods playfully posits the battle of
In “American
hac habitasse
platea dictumst.
the ‘old gods’ of pre-Christian traditions against the ‘new gods’ of American culture
(consumerism, sex, violence, etc.). Who do we really worship? Rev. Montgomery
preaches on Exodus 3:13-15 and Mark 15:33-39

Educational Opportunities
Our September Book study will be the dynamic Book of Daniel, and we will begin our
discussions on September 5th at 10:30 a.m. at FCC.
Sept. 5 - Please read Chapter 1 at home, we'll discuss it and will read Chapter 2 at church.
Sept. 12 - Please read Chapter 3 at home, we'll discuss it and will read Chapter 4 together at
church.
Sept. 19 - Please read Chapter 5 at home, we'll discuss it and will read Chapter 6 together at
church.
Sept. 26 - Please read Chapter 7 at home, and we'll read it again together at church - it will
be enough for one day!
I have been studying and getting ready, friends! I am very enthusiastic about this book of
the Bible! If you don't have time to read, come anyway. No worries.
Looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, September 5.

Jennifer Green
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Educ ation (contd)

Christian Education Teachers Needed
An all church ‘Discovery Time’ will be held
on Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m. to 10
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. This hour is spent
in exploring perspectives and issues on
pertinent issues before the church, taking
time to explore what it is that we are as a
congregation. Upcoming discussions:
•

•

•

•
•

September 8: Covenants and ONA
We’ve been working all summer on
two documents that have enormous
implications for our life together and
which need to be completed before a
new settled minister is called. Our
existing church covenant is long, old
and not very descriptive of what we
ask of one another today. A new
covenant will be presented based upon
what we have worked on in previous
Discovery Times over the past year.
We have discussed what being Open
and Affirming would mean to us with
presentations by Michael Blackwood,
Kirsten Peachey, sermons on Biblical
teachings and forums on issues facing
people of minority sexual orientations.
We will discuss the ‘next to final’
resolution drafted by the working
group.
September 15: Solar Energy: the
Contractor’s Vision. A contractor will
be with us to talk about what will be
done and to answer your most nerdish
technical questions.
September 22: The numbers on
solar. What would it cost to install
solar energy on our roofs? What would
we gain? How would we pay for the
up-front costs?
September 29: 9 a.m.
Congregational Meeting

As this is written, we need one more teacher
(and always need back ups). Because we are
committed to having a safe experience for
everyone, we must have two teachers for
every class. Which means we need a few more
people to step up. But what will you get out of
this? Here’s our Top Ten Reasons to Teach!
1. Two words: resume line!
2. One year commitment!
3. Your spirit will grow with the
development of a learning heart.
4. You will be on a team.
5. Your faith will grow with challenges
presented by the youth and children.
6. Life long friends.
7. You are called to do this.
8. You will be blessed.
9. Youth and children are the best
teachers, and you will learn from them.
10. You will be loved.
Everyone who teaches will be paired with
another teacher, and everyone who works
with our children will have a background
check to keep everyone safe. See Beth Claxton
if interested!

Breakfast with the Bible on Tuesday
Breakfast with the Bible has moved to
Tuesday mornings at 9 a.m. In September we
will look at some ancient texts that didn’t
quite make it into the Bible: additional stories
about Daniel and the Gospel of Thomas. It
brings to us some challenges: if we are pretty
sure something is said by Jesus, but isn’t in
the ‘official Bible’, should we study it? What
makes something ‘Biblical’?
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Those Who Serve …

Confirmation

September 1

A confirmation class is forming that will meet
on Wednesday nights from 7 to 8:30 p.m. In
the fall we will look at experiencing God, in
the winter how we are disciples of Jesus
Christ. This class combines 7th through 9th
graders and anticipates candidates to be
confirmed in May. Contact Rev. Montgomery
if you are interested!

GREETERS:
READER:
COFFEE HOUR:
USHERS:

September 8
GREETERS:

MUSICAL NOTES
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord: let us
shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.”
Ps: 95:1-2
There are many ways to praise the Lord with
music. The Chancel Choir rehearses each
Wednesday evening at 7:30pm in the choir
room and sings for the 10:15am service on
Sundays. as well as a few extra services
throughout the year. We present a major
Choral work on Good Friday. Anyone who
loves to sing is welcome. Our first rehearsal
is August 28.
The Chancel Ringers handbell choir meets
each Wednesday evening at 6:30pm in the
sanctuary and performs at the 10:15am
Sunday service three or four times a year.
Rehearsals begin Sept. 18.

Shannon Lile
Jeanne Rothlisberger
Judy Leith
Kathi Bernhard
Kirsten Pedersen, Laura
McMinn, Lindsay Iverson
Sandy Dalton, Beth Mitchell

READER:
COFFEE HOUR:
USHERS:

Marilyn Kauffman
Jeanne Rothlisberger
Sally Lopez
RALLY DAY Sundaes
Ron Carlson, Karen Carlson
Pat Segel, Ron Banwart
Rich Wagner

September 15
GREETERS:
READER:
COFFEE HOUR:
USHERS:

Dawn and Todd Schmied
Lori and John Schultz
Matthew Schultz, William
Schultz, Amanda Schultz, Liz
Schmied, Jocelyn Wagner

September 22
GREETERS:
READER:
COFFEE HOUR:
USHERS:

If you play any type of instrument and you
would like to play for services, we could use
you.

September 29

If you are interested in participating in the
music ministry at FCC, please contact Jean
Tuohy at jeanmtuohy@gmail for more
information.

READER:
COFFEE HOUR:
USHERS:

GREETERS:

Shirley May Byrnes
Matt Gerber
Karen McGuire
Bill Becker
Tom Phillips, Dennis
Leberecht, Martin Cedillo,
Brian Stark

Lois Robinson
Jan Breitmayer
Laura McMinn
Jeanne Rothlisberger, Tom
Phillips, John Dalton, Rich
Wagner, Sandy Dalton
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Mission Opportunities
Food Pantry and Soup Kettle
New volunteers are always needed for our
weekly Wednesday night Soup Kettle, that
feeds about eighty people who are in need
of a meal, and our daily Food Pantry which
gives assistance to people, often the
working poor, who need a little extra help to
get through the month.
Live Love:
Care for God’s Creation!
Our theme for Live Love this year is caring
for God’s creation. We are exploring:
•

•

•

•

God’s call to us in this time and place.
Rev. Michael Montgomery will preach on
the Biblical call for the care of the earth on
Rally Day, September 8 at both the 8:15 and
10:15 a.m. worship services.
Installing solar energy on our rooftops in
order to reduce our ‘carbon footprint’
(amount of fossil fuels that we use).
Obtaining grants to hire a community
organizer to get our neighbors who are
poorer into solar energy projects. While it
makes financial sense for us to own our
solar panels, for others it might be
worthwhile not to own their panels but to
use them for lower cost electricity.
Jesus Has Left the Building on September
29 to go clean up an area of Tyler Creek.
After a shorter 2nd service we will go and
work for a couple of hours doing
community cleanup before returning to the
church to celebrate following Jesus in the
world.

September, 2019

Mission of the Month
Our Mission of the Month for September is
to raise funds for our refugee family, the
Darwish’s. They came to the U.S. from
Afghanistan on April 10, 2016, sponsored
by Refugee One in Chicago and mentored by
the First Congregational Church of Elgin.
Mira Jan, the father in the family, was
educated as a teacher but more recently had
been working as a translator for the U.S.
military in Afghanistan. Farzana, the
mother, had to leave school when the
Taliban assumed power and forbade
education for females beyond the age of 8.
Mira Jan’s job with the military led to
threats against the family that forced them
to leave Afghanistan. They settled in the
west Rogers Park area of Chicago, where
Farzana’s brother Timor was already living
and working as a cab driver. Members of
our congregation helped to set up an
apartment for them. Mira Jan and Farzana
came to the U.S. with 7 children (five boys
and two girls) and have since added another
son to the family. Their children range in
age from 18 months to almost 19 years old.
Mira Jan has had various jobs since coming
to this country and is now working as an
Uber and Lyft driver. Farzana remains at
home with the two smallest children. Faisal,
the eldest child, has had a couple of parttime jobs. He missed most of a year of
school after having problems with gangs,
but he switched schools and plans to finish
high school and graduate in the spring of
2020. Zikria, Baktyar, Mukhtar, Ferozan
and Muduasir are all attending school and
have learned a lot of English. Bilqis and
Mohammad, the two youngest, are still at
home with mom. All of the kids like video
games and the older ones help out a lot with
the younger ones. They have made friends
at school and in the neighborhood, and they
remain close with Timor’s family.
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ALL CHURCH PLANNING RETREAT
An all church planning retreat will be held
at First Congregational Church on
Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The goals of
this event will be to:
· Get a ‘big picture’ of what we want to
have happen next year.
· Work together to avoid the ‘silo
effect’ were groups develop plans as
though no one else existed, and then
wonder why people don’t support
their efforts.
· Learn how to get things done!
All church members are invited to
participate. Members of our Ministries,
Committees and Council are asked
specifically to be present to make next
year’s work more productive and fun. See
you on the 21st!

FELLOWSHIP
Are you a “BOB”? Would you like
to be a “BOB”? Our men’s
breakfast group called “Boys Out
for Breakfast” will meet on Sept 17 at
8:00 am at Alexander’s on Hwy. 31, just north
of the tollway. There is no agenda except
fellowship and good food at the start of the
day. If you would enjoy being a “BOB,” please
email
Tom
Howard
at
tlhoward34@gmail.com and let him know
you will be coming. A good time will be had
by all.

DAMARIS
(WOMEN, WINE AND THE WORD)

The women’s dining out group meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month for
lunch. A short Bible study will follow. We
will meet again on Thursday, September
26th at Alexander’s at 1:00pm.

Beer, Burgers and the
Bible Returns!
Beer, Burgers and the Bible, a men’s Bible
study that meets at the Elgin Public House at
219 E. Chicago St. in Elgin, will return this
year for monthly Bible studies. This year we
will meet on the third Mondays at 6:30 p.m.
in order to allow the Ministry of the Building
to meet following our meal. This year’s
Bible passages will be selected from those
surprisingly rare stories of direct
encounters with God. Our first session will
be on Monday, September 16. All men are
welcome!

***

FROG FRIDAY
Attention all children ages
4 yrs. to 6th grade. Hop on
down to church on the third Friday of each
month (Sept 20, Oct. 17, Nov. 25, Jan. 17,
Feb. 21 and March 20) for our FROG
(Friends Relying on God children’s youth
group. We begin each session at 6:00pm
with a kids dinner and followed with
singing, stories, arts and crafts. Our evening
concludes at 8:30pm. It is a great time for
the children of the church to play, learn and
grow together. We are asking that parents
consider volunteering one Friday night
during the year. The cost is $15 per
semester. Payments may be made for the
entire year ($30) of just for the fall
semester and then for the winter/spring
semester. The cost, if paid on a month to
month basis will be $7.00 per time. Please
contact Beth Claxton or contact the church
office if you have any questions or to
volunteer to help with this program.
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Wrapping Up: The Opioid Epidemic
Last Year’s Live Love theme was responding to the opioid epidemic in our midst. It was in
some ways a very frustrating mission project. We had to keep explaining what we were
doing. What we wanted to do never really caught fire. What happened? What did we learn?
•
•

•

•

•

No matter what our mission emphasis, we need to start early on our own internal
education about the issue.
It is tough to be the leader: the public arena was in fact disorganized with all kinds
of nonprofit agencies, governmental agencies and the like just getting their acts
together. Rev. Montgomery joined the Kane County Opioid Task Force and after
almost a year they are now to the point of getting accurate statistics on the extent of
the problem in Kane County.
There were internal conflicts that we did not know about. Drug treatment is a
very competitive business with different competitors fighting to get their paradigm
and their definitions adopted so that down the road they could get the contracts for
treatment programs. Old time programs combined detoxification and the discipline
of total abstinence with the support of groups like AA or Narcotics Anonymous. But
those programs suffer from high relapse rates. The newer paradigm (Medically
Assisted Treatment) does much better, but is newer and less studied. There were
only 14 doctors in Kane County licensed to prescribe the newest medicines (note:
these are powerful, powerful drugs if doctors need a special license to prescribe
them). We are just coming out of the ‘institutional paralysis’ that existed at this time
last year.
The Opioid epidemic was and remains a huge problem. The leaders in organizing
our community responses have been Public Health Department of Kane County, Kane
Country Sheriff’s Department (diagnosis and treatment of offenders) and Elgin Police
Department----all governmental bodies that really don’t know what to do with
churches.
What’s next? Rev. Montgomery will continue to serve on the Kane County Opioid
Task force to be a part of the emerging strategy for engagement with this epidemic.
The Mission and Outreach Ministry voted to give our remaining funds for this
ministry to Point to Point, a mobile syringe access program which works with heroin
users to move them into treatment and the Kane County Sheriff’s Department for use
in their (unfunded as yet) program to provide treatment for inmates with addiction
issues. We will host periodic training programs for ourselves to learn about how to
be more caring to all people, which will help us to respond to people who are snared
in addictions and need a way out.

We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge the passion and leadership of Dennis
Hewitt and Pat Lindquist in helping us negotiate the difficult terrain of the past year. We
advanced the cause, brought the problem out into the open. Thank you for your support
of this work!
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First Congregational Staff
Rev. Michael H. Montgomery, Ph.D. ..................................................................................... Interim Sr. Pastor
Jean Tuohy ............................................................................................................................................ Music Director
Pam Patterson .................................................................................................................Administrative Assistant
Pat Lindquist .................................................................................................................. Congregational Associate
Rich Wagner .................................................................................................................................... Building Steward
First Congregational United Church of Christ
256 E. Chicago St.
Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045
Website: www.fcc-elgin.org
WORSHIP TIMES:

8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

September Birthdays
9/1
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/3
9/3
9/6
9/7

Julian Velde
Pam Patterson
Noble Hamaker
Jim Schock
Kirsten Pedersen
Mary Hill
Dennis Leberecht
Charlotte Pfister

9/8
9/9
9/9
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/14

Ricky Phillips
Curt Phillips
Max Aldred
Brenda Hennessey
Layla Nickels
Pat Henrys
Paetyn Evaristo
Doug MacKinney

9/14
9/19
9/20
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/23
9/30

Sue Perrin
Steve Aldred
Chris Mau
Krishna Constantino
Debi Kottmeier
Eleanor Moeller
Jennifer Swan
Lucien Noland

The pastoral search committee has been conducting phone and Skype interviews of
candidates, during the last two weeks. After these interviews are completed, we will select
those candidates we want to meet with in person. It has been exciting to communicate with
these engaging individuals. We will keep you updated! Search committee members are Tom
Powell, Kathleen Mau, Janet Aldred, Brian Stark, Jennifer Green, Wendy Breitmayer, and Jerry
Turnquist. We remain open to the congregation's comments and questions. Please continue
to support us in prayer, and many thanks for the words of encouragement that we have
received.
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