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ALL OUR WELCOME

         Open Door 8:15 in the Chapel
        Worship 10:15 in the Sanctuary

  Following the 10:15 Worship Service 
 we invite you for coffee and fellowship 

in Fellowship Hall

Child care is available

Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday

8:00 am - 4:00pm
Friday

8:00-12:00 noon

Welcome!	
 

To	our	worship	of	God	as	we	seek	to	align	our	
lives	with	Christ’s	ways	(page	2)	

	

To	our	congregational	meetings	to	make	crucial	
decisions	about	our	life	and	ministries	(page	2	
and	3)	

	

To	a	‘deep	dive’	into	how	we	could	fund	a	solar	
energy	electrical	system	for	our	church	(page	4)	

	

To	our	children	and	youth	activities		(page	5)	

	

To	news	about	our	mission	programs	for	October	
(page	7)	

	

To	our	adult	education	and	fellowship	programs	
(page	8)	



 

* * * * * * 

Congregational Meeting on October 6 
A special meeting of the congregation has been called for Sunday, October 6 at 9 a.m. to discuss and vote 
on two resolutions that have long been discussed and on now we must make decisions. 

The first resolution is whether or not First Congregational Church of Elgin shall be officially ‘Open and 
Affirming’ to all people, especially those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered.  We have long 
been ‘unofficially open and  affirming’, but the Search Committee came to the Church Council 
requesting that the decision about whether to be formally listed as such be made prior to the call of a new 
minister.  After extensive discussion, the ‘Ad Hoc ONA Steering Group’ (Moderator Dennis Leberecht, 
Pat Lindquist and Rev. Michael Montgomery as staff) proposed and the Council approved the following 
resolution:  

First Congregational Church of Elgin is a community of followers of Jesus Christ who are open 
and affirming of all people.  We believe that God’s love embraces all people, no matter what 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, race, ethnicity or socioeconomic 
status they may have.  However the rest of the world describes you, and however you describe 
yourself: you are welcome at FCC-E. 

 (contd)	

WORSHIP THEMES 

Oct. 6 World Wide Communion Sunday Our stewardship campaign invites us to think of our 
church as ‘A Way’: a distinctive path that helps us create a better future for ourselves and 
for others.  We begin by thinking of the church as a way that connects us with our 
neighbors, including those whom we often don’t think of as our neighbors.  A Way to 
Neighbors Luke 10:25-37 

Oct. 13 ‘Seek Ye the Welfare of the City’   There are those who look for a church that will feed 
their soul.  There are also those who look for a church that will make the world a better 
place.  Can’t we be both?  The Way’ of Christ connects us with care of ourselves and the 
communities that we live in.  Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 

Oct. 20 ‘Dealing with your Inner Zombie’  This is ‘Nightmare on Chicago Street’ weekend, when 
there will be a lot of people dressed up as witches, zombies and vampires in Elgin’s 
downtown.  The recurrence of the popularity of zombies (the undead) and vampires (those 
whose vitality comes from sucking the life out of others) does invite us to ask: what is 
authentic living?  How can we be a source of good and life for others?   Our reflections are 
based on sayings in John, 6:35, 8:12,14:6. 

Oct. 27 ‘The First Congregational Way’  Psalm 1, Isaiah 40, John 14:6.  As I write this at the end 
of September, I write in a certain confidence that we will be back in the sanctuary by this 
Sunday.  Some of us will have found the pews that have been our sitting places for lo these 
many years!  But even as we settle in some old habits, we move forward in answering 
God’s call to us in this time. 

Nov. 3 All Saints Day, Communion, Stewardship Sunday.  A special presentation by a 
collection of our saints! 



 

(Congregational	Meeting,	contd) 

The second resolution concerns whether First Congregational Church of Elgin shall install a solar 
electric energy system.  The Solar Energy Working Group (Moderator Dennis Leberecht, Treasurer 
Judy Leith, Ministry of the Building Chair Paul Turk, Eco Group Chair Paul Stocksdale, Finance 
Ministry chair Pat Segal, Steve Stauffacher, John Schultz, Erik Anderson, Ron Carlson and Rev. 
Michael Montgomery (staff)) recommends to the Church Council: 

Whereas: We now face a global climate crisis to which every person and social institution will be 
called upon to reduce the use of carbon fuels, and 

Whereas: By adopting a solar energy system now FCC would answer God’s call to be faithful 
stewards of God’s creation, and 

Whereas: Adopting a solar energy system will allow us to meet virtually all of our electrical energy 
needs, and 

Whereas: Adopting a solar energy system now is projected to save FCC over $600,000 over 30 
years, 

Whereas: Adopting a solar energy system in 2019 will allow FCC to recoup 84% of the cost of such 
a system through Federal, State and ComEd incentives, 

Be it resolved: 

That the Church Council of First Congregational Church of Elgin commends to the congregation 
the adoption of a solar electric energy system that includes: 

• Allocating	$95,000	from	the	Capital	Fund	to	repair	and	replace	the	flat	roof.	
• Contracting	with	Kapital	Electric	for	the	installation	of	a	solar	electric	energy	system	

costing	up	to	$166,355	(inclusive	of	labor,	connection	and	material),	
• Funding	through:	

o A	prepaid	service	arrangement	with	Collective	Sun,	Inc.	
o Borrowing	from	the	FCC	Trust	a	sum	of	$138,907,	to	be	repaid	over	five	years	at	an	

interest	rate	of	5%.	
o Receiving	SRECS	for	the	total	amount	of	$120,315	over	five	years	

 

The net cost after five years is expected to be $18,592. 

The Solar Energy proposal has been accepted by the Design Review Committee of the City of Elgin’s 
Heritage Commission and the contracts have passed legal review by church members.  Working group 
members have made site visits to other Kapital Electric construction projects. 

The solar energy proposal will be the subject of a special Discovery Time presentation on Sunday, 
September 29 at 9 a.m. to hear from the contractor and our treasurer Judy Leith on the funding of this 
proposal.  A special article on the ins and outs of paying for this initiative is included in the newsletter.  
There are not many congregational meetings that will deal with such major decisions!  Your 
participation is encouraged! 



 

 

HOW	WILL	THE	SOLAR	PROJECT	BE	FUNDED? 

Sometimes doing good is easy: a smile for someone who is feeling down, a conversation, sharing a meal.  
Sometimes it gets complicated.  Putting solar energy on our roof can certainly feel that way, which is 
why there will be a program on Sunday morning at 9 a.m. to walk through the numbers.  

Costs: 

There are two major (really major) costs for this project: 

• Repairing	our	20	something	flat	roof	this	year	instead	of	next	year,	at	a	cost	of	roughly	$75,000.		
Accountants	call	this	a	‘sunk	cost’	because	we	will	have	it	no	matter	what	we	do	on	the	solar	
project,	but	we	will	include	it	in	this	discussion	because	it	will	have	to	be	paid.	

• The	solar	panels,	installation	and	miscellaneous	expenses	that	come	with	installing	solar	energy,	
which	is	a	shocking	to	me	cost	of	roughly	$160,000.			

 

To pay for this we have five major sources of income (not counting whatever someone wants to donate 
for the project): 

• We	will	pay	for	the	roof	repair	out	of	the	Capital	Expenses	Fund,	which	is	made	up	of	income	
from	the	Jehle	Fund	that	has	not	been	spent	in	years	past,	waiting	for	major	projects	like	
repairing	a	roof.		This	is	what	this	money	is	for!	

• We	will	write	the	upfront	check	for	the	solar	project	by	borrowing	from	our	general	endowment	
fund,	which	we	will	repay	over	the	next	five	years	from	money	received	from	the	Jehle	account.		
We	will	repay	at	interest	so	that	this	fund	does	not	lose	value	from	this	project.	

• We	will	receive	from	the	State	of	Illinois	roughly	$24,000	a	year	in	Solar	Renewable	Energy	
Credits,	for	a	total	of	slightly	over	$120,000	over	five	years.	

• We	will	sell	a	‘prepaid	service	agreement’	to	Collective	Sun,	a	company	who	‘buys’	the	value	of	
greatly	accelerated	depreciation	and	federal	tax	benefits	that	we	would	get	if	we	were	a	for	profit	
organization	(which	we	are	not).		Technically,	this	is	a	way	of	giving	an	incentive	to	adopt	solar	
energy	through	federal	tax	law.		Part	of	the	contract	is	that	after	seven	years	Collective	Sun	
returns	the	solar	project	back	to	us.	To	protect	their	investment,	they	will	insure	the	solar	panels	
and	if	they	were	to	break,	Collective	Sun	will	replace	them.		We	will	receive	over	$27,000	from	
Collective	Sun.	

• We	will	save	between	$9,000	and	$40,000	in	electric	utility	costs	over	the	next	five	years,	for	a	
total	(from	all	sources)	positive	cash	flow	of	over	$600,000	over	30	years.		The	costs	of	the	
project	will	be	recovered	in		5	years.	

Congregational Meeting November 10! 

A	special	meeting	of	the	congregation	has	been	called	for	Sunday,	November	10	after	the	second	service	
to	 receive	 and	 act	 upon	 the	 Search	 Committee’s	 nomination	 for	 our	 next	 settled	 minister.	 	 That	
nomination	 is	 confidential	 until	 November	 9	 due	 to	 the	 candidate’s	 service	 at	 another	 church.	 	 More	
information	will	come	in	the	November	Church	Life.	



 

CROP	Walk	–	October		20th	
For	 50	 years,	 the	 CROP	 Hunger	 Walk	 has	 been	 organizing	
communities	 to	 fight	 hunger	 and	 poverty	 at	 home	 and	 around	 the	
world.	25%	of	the	funds	raised	will	stay	in	Elgin	to	support	local	food	
pantries.		75%	of	the	dollars	raised	go	to	national	and	global	missions	 

through	Church	World	Service	including	disaster	recovery	and	refugee	resettlement	support.		Join	FCC		
on	Sunday,	October	20th	at	2PM	on	the	City	Hall	Plaza,	and	make	a	real	difference	in	the	lives	of	our	
neighbors	no	matter	where	they	are.		FCC	has	been	one	of	the	largest	supports	of	the	Elgin	CROP									
Walk	and	we	are	looking	to	make	2019	a	record	breaking	year!		Visit	
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/elginil/FCC	to	join	the	team	or	make	a	donation.			 

Stewardship Campaign Begins October 6 

Our	fall	stewardship	campaign	begins	on	Sunday,	October	6	with	a	presentation	by	Karen	McGuire	in	our	
worship	services.		Erik	Anderson,	Sonya	Solomonson,	Janet	Aldred	and	a	panel	of	saints	will	lead	our	
reflections	on	stewardship	in	the	month	of	October.		We	do	this	because	First	Congregational	Church	of	Elgin	
represents:	 	

a	way	of	being	church,		

a	way	of	practicing	one’s	faith,		

a	way	of	interpreting	received	texts	and	the	times	in	which	we	live,	
a	way	of	articulating	“the	hope	that	is	within	us,”	

a	way	of	intellectual	honesty	and	courage,		
a	way	of	creating	a	new	eco-system	for	the	church,	

a	way	of	sustaining	a	movement	not	a	moment,	

a	way	of	doing	justice,	seeking	peace	and	building	community.		
Join	us	in	giving	to	create	and	maintain	this	distinctive	way	of	being	faithful,	of	being	First	Congregational	
Church	of	Elgin,	UCC.	

Neighbors	in	Need	is	a	special	mission	offering	in	the	United	Church	of	Christ	
that	supports	ministries	of	justice	and	compassion.		One-third	of	the	offering	goes	to	help	the	Council	for	
American	 Indian	Ministry.	 	 Two-thirds	 of	 the	 offering	 is	 used	 by	 the	 Justice	 and	Witness	Ministries	 to	
support	 a	 variety	 of	 justice	 initiatives	 and	 advocacy	 efforts.	 	 Grants	 are	 awarded	 to	UCC	 churches	 and	
organizations	doing	justice	work	in	their	communities.		Transformational	Stories	of	grant	recipients	can	
be	found	at	UCC.org>nin_grants.		Please	five	generously	when	we	take	this	special	offering	in	the	month	
of	October. 

																			NEIGHBORS	IN	NEED	

October Mission Opportunities  



 

WILDERNESS!!!	

	

	
The	 youth,	 	 grades	 7-12	will	 be	 going	 to	 the	

Wilderness	 Lodge	 on	 Friday	 October	 25th	
through	 	 Sunday	 October	 27th.	 Cost	 for	 the	
weekend	 is	 $75	 and	 includes	 lodging,	
transportation,	 water	 park	 admission	 and	 all	
meals.		Please	see	Kathleen	Mau	or	Shannon	Lile	
if	your	Youth	would	like	to	attend.		

      FROG FRIDAY 

FROG	 Friday	 will	 be	
held	 on	 	 	 Friday,	 on	
October	 18th!	 	 The	 fun	
starts	 at	 6	 pm	 	 with	
supper	 and	 will	 end	 at	
8:30	 pm.	 Cost	 is	 $7	 per	

session	or	$15	 for	 the	 semester.	 	All	4	year	olds	
through	6th	graders	are	invited	so	bring	a	friend	
or	 neighbor!	 	 This	 year	 we	 will	 be	 focusing	 on	
stories	 that	 celebrate	what	God	 creates.	 	 Join	 us	
for	 a	 lesson	 on	 Noah!	 	 Please	 let	 Beth	 Claxton	
know	 if	 your	 young	 person	 is	 coming	 or	 if	 you	
have	any	questions.		

The	youth	will	be	hosting	a	Fall	bake	sale	to	help	
offset	the	costs	of	their	trip	to	National	Youth	
Event	next	summer.			We	will	be	selling	baked	
goods	after	both	services	in	the	conference	room.		
If	you	would	like	to	donate	your	favorite	recipe,	
please	contact	Shannon	Lile.		We	will	even	have	
some	goods	for	your	pups!	

Sunday	School	Update	

Communion	 Sunday	 on	 October	 6th!		
Children	 will	 start	 in	 Sunday	 school	 and	 we	
will	 join	 the	 congregation	 in	 time	 for	
communion.	 	 Junior	and	Senior	high	students	
will	stay	in	worship.	

In	 order	 to	 keep	 our	 children	 and	 the	
congregation	safe,	we	really	need	to	have	two	
adults	 to	 lead	 each	 class.	 	 We	 have	 our	
foundation	 teachers	 but	 we	 need	 substitutes	
for	 emergencies	 or	 the	 occasional	 week	 to	
worship.	 	 Would	 you	 be	 willing	 to	 help?		
Please	let	Beth	Claxton	know.	

Did	 you	 check	 out	 the	 Pray	 Ground?	 	 This	
space	is	provided	so	children	may	experience	
worship	 while	 enjoying	 quiet	 activities.	 	 Our	
littlest	 disciples	 need	 to	 hear	 us	 sing,	 pray,	
and	 care	 for	 each	 other	 in	 our	 sacred	 spaces	
so	they	can	grow	up	to	do	the	same.	

Can	 you	 believe	 plans	 are	 already	
underway	 for	 our	 Christmas	 pageant?!	 	 This	
year’s	 program	 is	 going	 to	 be	 LOTS	 of	 FUN!	
We	 are	 looking	 to	 add	 some	new	 features	 to	
our	 drama	 resources.	 	 We	 want	 to	 be	 good	
stewards	 of	 our	 budget	 so	 we	 are	 accepting	
financial	 contributions	 to	 defray	 the	 cost.		
Please	talk	to	Beth	Claxton,	Natalie	Underhill,	
or	Pastor	Michael	if	you	feel	moved	to	make	a	
donation. 

 

Youth	Wilderness	
Retreat	in	the	Dells	

 

HARVEST BAKE SALE 
OCTOBER 13 



 

SERVING SCHEDULE

October	6	
Greeters	.................		 JoAnne	Brictson	
																																						Elizabeth	Sharf	
Reader	....................		 Beth	Mitchell	
Coffee	Hour	..........		 Dennis	and	Deb	Leberecht	
Ushers	....................		 Kirsten	Pedersen		
	...................................		 Laura	McMinn	
	...................................		 Beth	Mitchell		
	...................................		 Lindsay	Iverson	
	...................................		 Sandy	Dalton	 	
	
	October	20	
Greeters	.................				Shirley	May	Byrnes	
																																					Jeanne	Rothlisberger	
Reader	....................		 	
Coffee	Hour	..........		 	
Ushers	....................							Matthew	Schultz	
	...................................		 William	Schultz	
	...................................		 Amanda	Schultz	
	...................................		 Liz	Schmied	
	...................................		 Jocelyn	Wagner	

October	13	
Greeters	.................	Evelyn	Johnson	
																																		Jan	Breitmayer	
Reader	....................	Anna	Moeller	
Coffee	Hour	..........		
Ushers	....................	Ron	Carlson,	Karen	Carlson,		
	...................................	Pat	Segel,	Ron	Banwart	
	...................................	Rich	Wagner	
	
October	27	
Greeters	.................	Janet	Banwart	
																																	Jean	Hempstead	
Reader	....................	Pam	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	..........	Dawn	Schmied	&	Janet	Kremen	
Ushers	....................	Tom	Phillips,	Dennis	Leberecht,	
	....................................	Brian	Stark		

												Let’s	Feed	the	Pantry!	
All	People’s	Interfaith	Food	Pantry	has	

been	 serving	 the	 community	 for	 about	
40	 years.	 	 It	 is	 located	 in	 our	 church	
basement,	 where	 several	 of	 our	
members	 volunteer.	 Each	 month	 a	
request	 for	 needed	 food	 items	 will	 be	
posted	 in	 Church	 Life.	 	 Please	 put	 the	
items	 in	 the	 Food	 Pantry	 box	 that	 is	
located	 across	 from	 the	 Conference	
Room.	 	 This	 month	 we	 are	 requesting	
canned	tuna,	canned	chicken	and	Mac	
and	 cheese.	 	 We	 appreciate	 your	
generosity.	

Ron	 and	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	
everyone	 for	 their	 kind	 words,	
visits	 and	 cards	 during	 his	
recovery	 from	 back	 surgery.	

Ron	&	Janet	Banwart	



 

	

Join	 us	 for	 a	 seven	 week	 workshop	 in	
fellowship	 hall	 beginning	 October	 7	 from	 6:00-
7:00pm	 as	 we	 aim	 to	 develop	 and	 deepen	 our	
understanding	 of	 what	 it	 means	 to	 have	
compassion	for	our	environment.		Each	week	will	
focus	 on	 a	 different	 aspect	 of	 the	 environment	
with	 a	 reflective	 reading	 followed	 by	 questions	
and	table	discussion.		We	will	conclude	in	prayer	
and	depart	with	a	scripture	verse	to	“’carry	in	our	
hearts”	for	the	week.	

	
If	you	wish	to	stay	after,	our	candle	light	loving	

kindness	 meditation	 begins	 at	 7:00	 p.m.	 in	 the	
sanctuary	which	will	incorporate	the	lesson	from	
the	evening.	

Damaris	–(Women,	Wine	
	and	the	Word)	

Damaris	 is	 a	 women’s	 fellowship	 group	
that	 meets	 on	 the	 fourth	 Thursday	 of	 each	
month	to	go	to	lunch	(or	dinner)	together.	A	
place	 for	 October	 24th	 has	 not	 yet	 been	
selected.	We	will	 let	you	know	when	we	do	
or	 you	may	 contact	 Evelyn	 Johnson	 at	 847-
742-9106.		

																			 	

																			

Are	you	a	 “BOB”?	 	Would	you	 like	 	 to	be	 a	
“BOB”?			
	

Our	men’s	breakfast	group	called	“Boys	Out	
for	Breakfast”	(hence	“BOB”	-	get	it?)	will	meet	
on	 October	 15th	 at	 8:00	 at	 Alexander’s	 on	
Hwy.	31,	just	north	of	the	tollway.		There	is	no	
agenda	except	fellowship	and	good	food	at	the	
start	 of	 the	 day.	 	 If	 you	 would	 enjoy	 being	 a	
“BOB,”	 please	 email	 Tom	 Howard	 at	
tlhoward34@gmail.com	and	let	him	know	you	
will	be	coming.		A	good	time	will	be	had	by	all. 	

				Beer,	Burgers	and	the	Bible		
The	men’s	Bible	Class	‘Beer	Burgers	and	

the	Bible’	will	continue	at	the	Elgin	Public	
House	 on	 Monday,	 October	 	 15th	 at	 6:30	
PM.	Order	something	to	eat	(it’s	half-price	
burger	 night),	 if	 you	 like,	 and	 come	
upstairs	 for	 an	 hour	 of	 Bible	 study	 for	
dudes	only.	

GUIDED	MEDITATIONS	
BEGINS OCTOBER 7TH - 7-8  PM 

COMPASSION	FOR		
CREATION	

SPIRITUAL WORKSHOP 

Tuesday	Bible	Study	

The Tuesday	morning	 Bible	 study	 continues	 in	
October	in	an	examination	of	Paul’s	first	letter	to	
Thessalonians.	 	 Arguably	 the	 earliest	 of	 Paul’s	
letters	 (and	 the	 earliest	 book	 of	 the	 New	
Testament),	 it	 will	 be	 exciting	 to	 look	 at	 the	
beginnings	 of	 Christian	 understandings	 about	
what	 Jesus	 meant.	 All	 are	 welcome!	 	 The	 class	
meets	 from	 9	 to	 10	 a.m.	 on	 Tuesday	mornings,	
and	 practices	 a	 “verse-by-verse”	 reading	
strategy.	

Thursday	Morning	Discussion	Group	
	
Our	October	topics	will	be	varied!	
Oct.	3:	Chapters	8	and	9,	Book	of	Daniel	
Oct.10:	Chapters	10,	11,	12,	Book	of	Daniel	
October	17:	Religious	poetry	
October	24:	Religious	poetry	
October	31:		Saints	in	our	lives	
	
All	FCC	members	and	friends	are	invited.	
Discussion	will	be	led	by	Jennifer	Green.	
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First	Congregational	Staff	
	

Dr.	Michael	Montgomery	..................................................................................................................	Interim	Pastor	
	
Jean	Tuohy	..............................................................................................................................................	Music	Director	
	
Pam	Patterson	..................................................................................................................	Administrative	Assistant	
	
Pat	Lindquist	....................................................................................................................	Congregational	Associate	
	
Rich	Wagner	...................................................................................................................................			Building	Steward		

  

First	Congregational	United	Church	of	Christ	
256	E.	Chicago	St.	
Elgin,	IL.	60120	
847-741-4045	

Website:		www.fcc-elgin.org	

 
10/1 Kya Thacker
10/3 John Schlomann
10/3 Taylor Powers
10/7 Frank Kottmeier
10/7 Evan Hennessey
10/12 Barb Burton
10/13 Makenna Pichik

10/13 Clarice Dutton
10/14 Vivienne Carlson
10/17 Janet Aldred
10/19 Vaughn Pedersen
10/22 David Widder
10/22 Mark Brictson
10/22 Rob Stackowiak

10/23 Kirsten Maggi
10/24 Aidan Garcia 
10/25 Debra Drayton
10/28 Matt Halfpenny
10/30 GraceAnne Aldred
10/31 Mike Stackowiak

Let's Connect with Each Other 

					.							The	Spiritual	Life	committee	is	starting	a	new	program	called	Connections.	Three	FCC	families	
met	one	evening	to	get	to	know	one	another.		Each	of	those	families	will	invite	other	families	in	the	
congregation	to	share	some	time	together	and	get	acquainted.		And	each	of	those		families	will	invite	
others	and	so	on	and	so	on.	
					These	gatherings	are	meant	to	be	purely	social	and	very	little	effort	for	the	host/hostess.		Meet	for	
1	1/2	-	2	hours	at	a	time	and	place	convenient	for	the	families	involved.		Get	to	know	each	
other.		Laugh!		Learn!		Be	amazed!		Enjoy!!	
					This	is	for	everyone.		We	will	become	more	and	more	connected.			Questions?		Ask	Ron	or	Karen	
Carlson,	Evelyn	Johnson	or	Jeanne	or	Larry	Rothlisberger.								


