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WELCOME…	
	
To	 the	 discovery	 of	 Christ!	 	 Christmas	 Eve	
services	 are	 on	 December	 24th	 with	 a	 Family	
Service	 at	 4:30pm	 and	 a	 candlelight	 and	
communion	service	at	10:30pm.	(see	pg.	2)	
	
To	a	congregation	that	wants	to	be	a	
community	of	followers	of	Jesus	Christ	who	are	
open	and	affirming	of	all	people.		We	believe	
that	God’s	love	embraces	all	people,	no	matter	
what	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	
gender	expression,	age,	race,	ethnicity	or	socio-
economic	status	they	may	have.		However	the	
rest	of	the	world	describes	you,	and	however	
you	describe	yourself:	you	are	welcome	at	FCC-
Elgin.	
	

			To	 the	 celebration	 of	 Christ’s	 birth	 with	 a	
Sunday	School	Christmas	Pageant	 (based	 on	
that	 classic	 Christmas	 song	 ‘Bohemian	
Rhapsody’	)		(see	pg.	5).			

	
To	worship	services	based	on	reflections	on	
how	we	can	respond	to	the	birth	of	Christ	in	our	
lives	(see	pg.	2).		

	
To	music	with	our	Choir’s	Christmas	
Celebration	on	December	8	and	the	Christmas	
Carol	Sing-a-long	on	December	21	(see	pg.	6).	

	
To	 education	 on	 ethical	 investing	 (see	 pg.	 4),	
Bible	studies		and	devotionals	(see	pg.	6).	
	
To	our	mission	of	the	month	with	special	
support	for	our	youth	ministry	programs	(see	
pg.	3).	
	

	
	

	
	

ALL	ARE	WELCOME	
	

Open	Door		8:15	in	the	Chapel	
	

Worship		10:15	in	the	Sanctuary	
	

Following	the	10:15	Worship	service	
We	invite	you	for	coffee	and	fellowship	in		

Fellowship	Hall.	
	

Child	care	is	available.	
	

Office	Hours:	
Monday	thru	Thursday	
8:00	am	-	4:00	pm	

Friday	
8:00	am-12:00	noon	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	



 
 
	 WORSHIP THEMES 

 
		December	1	 Worship		is		an	opportunity	to	pause	in	our	very	busy	lives	to	recognize,	

reflect	and	confess	things	we	do	that	we	know	are	wrong,	and	yet	we	
continue	to	do	them.		Come	to	the	Lord’s	Table	this	morning	prepared	to	
lay	down	all	the	guilt	and	shame	that	we	needlessly	carry.		Let’s	celebrate	
that	we	are	Children	of	God,	and	we	are	forgiven.		Pat	Lindquist	preaches	
on	Psalm	51:1-12	in	“We	can’t,	I	can’t,	God	Can!”	

	
December	8	 In	the	8:15	service	Rev.	Montgomery	will	talk	on	the	reason	for	

Christmas:	gifts!		Really:	Jesus	is	God’s	gift	to	us.		How	can	we	be	a	gift	to	
others?		In	the	10:15	a.m.	service	our	choir	and	instrumentalists	will	lead	
our	worship	in	their	Christmas	Cantata.	

December	15			 In	our	8:15	a.m.	service	Rev.	Montgomery	will	reflect	on	the	importance	
of	gratitude	to	God	for	what	God	has	given	us	in	Jesus.	(Colossians	3:12-
17).		In	our	10:15	a.m.	service	our	youth	and	Sunday	School	Children	will	
present	their	Sunday	School	Pageant.	

December	22:	 In	both	services	Rev.	Montgomery	will	reflect	on	our	response	of	awe	to	
the	gifts	that	God	has	given	us.		Luke	1:38,	46-55	

	
December	24:	 Christmas	Eve!		4:30	p.m.	Family	service,	10:30	p.m.	Candlelight	and	

Communion.		Rev.	Montgomery	will	preach	on	the	“Blessed	Simplicity”	of	
Christ’s	birth,	based	on	Luke	2:1-14.	

	
December	29:	 We	will	celebrate	Christ’s	birth	in	the	singing	of	Christmas	carols---it	is	

the	5th	day	of	Christmas!		Christ	is	with	us.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 	

	



 
 

Discovery Time, December 15: 
  How Green is Your Portfolio? 
	
Once	 upon	 a	 time	 it	 was	 universally	 held	 that	 churches	 and	 Christians	 should	 ignore	 social	
values	in	their	investing,	with	perhaps	exceptions	made	for	investments	in	the	‘sin	industries’:	
guns,	 liquor,	 tobacco	 and	 gambling.	 	 This	 has	 now	 been	 challenged:	 	 should	 churches	 and	
Christians	invest	in	the	carbon	fuel	industries?		Businesses	that	have	atrocious	policies	toward	
their	workers?	Evidence	of	corruption	at	the	top?		Portfolios	that	emphasized	the	‘Environment,	
Social	polices	and	Governance’	(ESG’s)	were	born.		Are	they	right	for	us?	Should	we	follow	the	
‘prudent	man’	rule	in	investments,	or	the	practices	of	the		‘Gospel	Person’	?		Tom	Howard	and	
Rev.	Michael	Montgomery	(MBA	and	Ph.D.)	present	the	evidence.		Discovery	time	begins	at	9:15	
and	ends	at	10	a.m.	
	
	
Transitional Times 
 
To	 my	 great	 dismay,	 I	 have	 visited	 people	 who	 are	 now	 part	 way	 through	 their	 Christmas	
cookie	baking	project,	with,	no	doubt	their	Christmas	cards	and	attendant	letters	now	safely	in	
the	rear	view	mirror.	 	Others	of	us	will	get	through	Thanksgiving,	then	think	about	creating	a	
list	of	what	needs	to	be	done	for	Christmas,	and	then	panic.	
	
There	can	be	a	 lot	 to	do	over	 the	holidays,	so	much	to	do	that	we	don’t	actually	get	anything	
done.	
	
But	 there’s	 a	 point	 to	 that.	 	 You	 see,	 the	Magi	were	 busy	 people	 too.	 	 And	 shepherds	 get	 no	
break	at	all.		The	sheep	won’t	take	care	of	themselves.		But	the	Christmas	stories	are	about	the	
sudden	interruption	in	their	lives	of	some	message	from	God	that	led	them	to	the	unexpected.	
	
So	amidst	all	that	there	is	to	do	over	the	next	month,	pay	attention!		Look	at	the	stars!		Listen	to	
music!	Search	out	angels	at	work	in	the	world.		Add	to	the	world’s	music	with	your	own	song.	
Be	someone’s	angel.		Take	time	to	lead	where	God	is	calling	you.		And	see	what	happens!	
	
Rev.	Michael	Montgomery,	Ph.D.	
	Mission of the Month:  Our Youth Ministry Program 
	
Our	 Christmas	 offering	 for	 both	 December	 and	 Christmas	 Eve	 will	 be	 to	 support	 our	 youth	
ministry	program.		Our	ministry	with	our	youth	seeks	to	engage	them	with	God	and	the	walk	of	
discipleship	through	service,	fellowship	and	personal	growth.		A	good	youth	ministry	balances	
fun,	discussion	and	growth	opportunities	throughout	the	year,	which	we	do	with	a	combination	
of	 fall	and	winter	retreats	and	this	year’s	 ‘headline	event’,	participating	 in	 the	UCC’s	National	
Youth	Event	at	Purdue	University	in	the	summer.	
	



 
 Creative Giving: “Who Wants to Pay Tax on Gains?” 
Many	 people	 have	 been	 given	 a	 gift	 of	 stock	 as	 an	 estate	 gift	 and	 have	 left	 it	 sitting	 for	 years	
unattended.	 	 With	 luck,	 that	 stock	 has	 grown	 in	 value	 and	 now	 has	 what	 is	 known	 as	
“unappreciated	gain.”		To	the	IRS	this	means,	“please	sell	and	we	will	take	10-15%	of	the	value	of	
this	stock	in	tax,	which	is	actually	good	news,	as	gain	was	once	taxed	as	ordinary	income.		So	what	
is	gain?		Gain	in	the	difference	between	what	you	paid	for	a	security	or	what	its	value	was	when	it	
was	received	as	a	gift,	and	its	value	the	day	you	sell	it	or	give	it	away.	
Giving	 such	 a	 tax	 burden	 to	 the	 church	 is	 a	 great	 way	 to	 avoid	 taxation	 and	 practice	 good	
stewardship	of	your	wealth.		
So,	to	recap,	let’s	say	you	bought	Microsoft	near	its	peak	price	at	the	end	of	the	last	century,	you	
paid	around	$50,	then	it	lost	nearly	half	its	value	and	you	forgot	about	it.		Now	it	is	worth	around	
$150.		Congratulations,	sell	two	shares	to	pay	for	a	plane	ticket	to	Florida	and	you	may	owe	$30	
tax.		But	if	you	gave	that	to	the	church	the	tax	would	go	away	as	the	church	does	not	pay	income	
tax	and	you	have	$30	extra	dollars	to	give	to	the	church	or	buy	extra	leg	room	on	that	plane.		Now,	
make	sure	you	gift	the	stock,	do	not	sell	it	and	then	give	the	money	as	you	will	owe	the	tax	on	the	
sale	and	receipt	of	 the	money.	This	only	works	 for	 taxable	accounts	 in	your	name,	not	qualified	
accounts	like	IRAs,	but	remember,	there	are	also	ways	to	avoid	taxes	on	qualified	gifts	by	seniors,	
as	well!	
Finally,	do	not	worry	about	how	to	gift	stocks	or	bonds	as	the	church	office	knows!	

Creative Giving: Your Will…or, Not! 
In	my	23	years	as	a	Financial	Advisor	nothing	has	frustrated	me	more	than	folks	who	do	not	have	
wills.		Everybody	complains	about	paying	tax	but	often	neglects	to	avoid	the	easiest	tax	to	not	pay,	
“the	death	tax.”		When	someone	dies	without	a	will	or	trust,	everything	outside	what	is	stipulated	
in	 those	documents	gets	 taxed	as	 the	property	goes	 through	probate.	 	There	 is	one	exception	 to	
this;	qualified	accounts	with	accurate	beneficiary	designations.	
Wills	and	trusts	do	not	have	to	be	expensive	and		often	cost	less	than	the	tax	your	estate	will	pay	
on	your	house	alone	 if	 you	die	with	 it	being	 registered	as	owned	by	 joint	 tenants	with	 rights	of	
survivorship,	as	are	most	homes	owned	by	couples.	Are	you	worth	more	than	$100,000?		You	are	
that	wealthy	if	you	own	a	home	which	means	a	trust	can	be	a	money	saver	when	your	estate	passes	
through	probate.		$100,000	is	all	the	state	will	let	you	own	tax	free	at	death,	if	you	do	not	have	all	
the	rest	in	a	trust.	And	remember,	a	trust	is	a	“bucket,”	a	wonderful	thing	to	have,	but	if	you	do	not	
put	 anything	 in	 it,	 you	 have	 wasted	 your	 money	 in	 buying	 one.	 	 Homes,	 bank	 accounts,	 even	
vehicles,	are	things	that	should	be	held	in	the	name	of	your	trust.	
So,	what	about	the	church?	 	Many	of	us	save	for	possible	 large	expenses	in	our	senior	years,	 like	
assisted	living	or	nursing	homes.		If	we	are	in	the	lucky	majority	who	avoid	these	expenses,	we	die	
with	lots	of	unspent	money	which	could	do	a	lot	of	good	in	our	community.	Perhaps	we	would	have	
done	this	while	alive,	if	we	knew	we	were	not	going	to	need	all	of	our	savings.		So	please	consider	
putting	the	church	in	your	will.	
At	 First	UCC,	we	 are	 blessed	with	many	who	 have	 done	 so;	 as	with	 Jan	 Embree	 and	 Paul	 Jehle.			
People	who	 leave	money	 for	 the	ministry	of	 a	 church	 correctly	understand	 the	wisdom	of	 Jesus	
who	said,	“render	unto	Caesar	that	which	is	Caesar’s,	and	unto	God	that	which	is	God’s.”		Truth	be	
told,	I	think	the	IRS	has	enough	of	my	money,	but	the	church	can	do	with	more!	
There	are	other	ways	to	use	gifting	that	we	will	explore	in	the	future	like	“charitable	pool	trusts”	
which	can	be	used	by	a	will	or	while	we	are	alive.	
	
Tom	Howard,	Stewardship	
	



 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
It	 sometimes	 seems	 that	
for	 many,	 Christmas	 	 is	
something	of	a	spirit	of	joy	
and	 happiness,	 with	
parties,	 presents	 and	 joy	

everywhere	they	turn.		For	others,	Christmas	is	
a	time	that	is	filled	with	stark	reminders	of	who	
is	 not	 with	 us,	 what	 we	 are	 not	 getting,	 the	
sadness	 and	gloom	 that	 is	 starkly	 apparent	 to	
us.	 	 As	 unrealistic	 as	 these	 impressions	 are,	
Christmas	 can	 be	 a	 time	 of	 gloom	 and	
depression.	 	 Pat	 Lindquist	 and	 Michael	
Montgomery	 will	 hold	 a	 “Blue	 Christmas	
Service”	 in	 the	 Chapel	 at	 7	 p.m.	 on	 December	
19	to	reflect	on	our	griefs	and	make	this	a	time	
of	healing	

BAKERS NEEDED 
Calling	 all	 of	 Santa’s	 bakers!	 We	 need	

your	help...	we	 have	 big	orders	 to	 fill	 for	
all	 the	 good	members	 of	 our	 church!	 On	
the	 nice	 list	 is	 homemade	 sweets	 and	
treats,	 like	 cookies,	 breads,	 biscottis,	
muffins,	etc.	Contact	Shannon	Lile,	Natalie	
Underhill	 or	 Kathleen	 Mau	 and	 let	 them	
know	what	you	will	donate.			
	

	

	

THIRD ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 
DEC. 8th 

All	 kinds	 of	 Christmas	 Cookies	will	 be	
available	 for	 purchase	 (sold	 by	 the	
pound)	 on	 December	 8th	 after	 the	 first	
service	AND	after	 the	 late	service.	 	Come	
and	buy	lots	of	delicious	treats	to	use	for	
your	 holiday	 celebrations.	 All	 monies	
raised	will	go	towards	our	2020	National	
Youth	 Event	 at	 Purdue	 University	 in	
Indiana	next	summer.	

	

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
	
Our	 Sunday	 School	 Christmas	
Program	 will	 be	 on	 Sunday,	

December	 15th.		 This	 year's	 program	 is	
going	 to	be	LOTS	of	FUN!		Dress	 rehearsal	
will	 be	 on	 Saturday,	 December	 14th	from	
9:30AM	 to	 noon;	 Preschool	 and	
Kindergarten	children	come	at	11:30.		 It	 is	
important	 that	 children	 and	 youth	 are	
present	 for	 rehearsals	 in	 class	 during	 the	
month	 of	 December.		 Please	 see	 Beth	
Claxton	 or	 Natalie	 Underhill	 if	 you	 have	
any	questions.	
	

FROG	FRIDAY	takes	a	break	in	
December.	 		Please	 plan	 to	
join	 us	 on	 January	
24th!		 The	fun	 starts	 at	 6pm	

with	 supper.		 Cost	 is	 $7	 per	 session	 or	
$15	for	the	semester.		All	4	year	olds	through	
6th	graders	are	 invited,	 so	bring	a	 friend	or	
neighbor!		This	 year	 we	 will	 be	 focusing	 on	
stories	 that	 celebrate	what	God	 creates.		Let	
Beth	 Claxton	 know	if	 your	 young	 person	 is	
coming	or	if	you	have	any	questions.   

	

This	year	you	will	have	two	opportunities	
to	help	in	decorating	the	church.	We	could	
use	 help	 on	 Nov	 30th	 at	 9:00am	 to	 hang	
the	 greens	 and	 decorate	 the	 church.	 On	
December	7th	at	9:00am	we	will	put	up	our	
new	 Christmas	 tree	 and	 decorations.	
Please	 contact	 Sandy	 Dalton	 if	 you	 have	
any	questions.	

	

Pick up your complimentary copy of... 
A NEW EARTH 

 
   The promise of God's presence and 
restoration is not just for humanity but for all 
creation. Keep company with the stars and 
planets, cattle and sheep for the Advent 2019 
season. Copies are available on the concierge 
table. 



 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

On	 Dec.	 8,	 the	 FCC	 Chancel	
Choir	 will	 perform	 Small,	

Dancing	 Light	 during	 the	 10:15	 service.	
This	cantata,	written	by	Taylor	Scott	Davis,	
with	text	by	Terry	W.	York,	consists	of	nine	
movements,	 including	 three	 carols	 for	 the	
congregation	to	participate.		Dr.	York’s	text	
creates	 images	 of	 anticipation	 and	
revelation,	 centered	 on	 the	 words	 dawn, 
hope, peace, love, and joy, all pointing 
towards Christ. 
	

	
BEER,	BURGERS,	AND	

THE	BIBLE	
Calling	 all	 guys!	 	 Beer,	

Burgers	 and	 the	 Bible	
meets	next	on	Monday,	December	16th		
at	the	usual	place	(Elgin	Public	House,	
219	 E.	 Chicago	 Street)	 at	 the	 usual	
time	 (6:30pm)	 for	 the	 usual	 purpose	
(Bible	 study	 for	 dudes	 only).	 	 Order	
something	to	eat	(it’s	half-price	burger	
night),	 if	 you	 like,	 and	 come	 upstairs	
for	an	hour	of	laughter	and	discussion	
(you	decide	how	much	of	either).	

	
Are	 you	 a	 “BOB”?	 	 Would	

you	 like	 to	 be	 a	 “BOB”?	 	 Our	
men’s	 breakfast	 group	 called	

“Boys	 Out	 for	 Breakfast”	 will	 meet	
again	on	December	17th	at	8:00	am	at	
Alexander’s	 on	 Hwy.	 31,	 just	 north	 of	
the	tollway.		There	is	no	agenda	except	
fellowship	and	good	food	at	the	start	of	
the	 day.	 	 If	 you	 would	 enjoy	 being	 a	
“BOB,”	 please	 email	 Tom	 Howard	 at	
tlhoward34@gmail.com	 and	 let	 him	
know	you	will	be	coming.	 	A	good	time	
will	be	had	by	all. 

Thursday Morning Discussion 
Group 

 

The	Thursday	morning	discussion	
group	 will	 read	 Amy-Jill	 Levine's	
"Light	 of	 the	 World"	 for	 Advent	
study	on	December	5,	12,	and	19.		

Books	 are	 available	 in	 the	 office	 for	
$13.50.		All	are	welcome.	
	
	

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 
Be	sure	to	watch	the	Email	Blast	for	the	
December	Bible	study	topic	to	begin	on	
December	10th.	There	will	be	no	class	on	
December	3rd.	

Community Christmas 
Carol Sing-a-Long 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Our	annual	Community	Sing-a-Long	will	
be	held	at	FCC	on	Saturday,	Dec	21,	at	4:00	
PM.	The	Blue	Tulip	Wranglers	will	lead	us	
in	singing	many	of	our	favorite	holiday	
songs.	A	reception	will	follow.	This	year’s	
donation	will	benefit	the	Boys	and	Girls	
Club	of	Elgin.	Come	and	celebrate	the	
season	with	song.	
 
 

	
Our	 annual	 Community	 Sing-a-Long	 will	
be	 held	 at	 FCC	 on	 Saturday,	 Dec	 21,	 at	
4:00	 PM.	 The	 Blue	 Tulip	 Wranglers	 will	
lead	 us	 in	 singing	 many	 of	 our	 favorite	
holiday	 songs.	 This	 year’s	 donation	 will	
benefit	 the	 Boys	 and	 Girls	 Club	 of	 Elgin.	
Come	and	celebrate	the	season	with	song.	

 	



 
 

December	1	
	
Greeters	...................	Mary	Hewitt	
	.....................................	Mary	Underhill	
Reader	......................	Jim	Shock	
Tech	Asst	.................	William	Schultz	
Sound	System	.......	Don	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	............	Laura	McMinn	
Ushers	......................	Kirsten	Pedersen		
	..................................	Laura	McMinn	
	..................................	Beth	Mitchell		
	..................................	Lindsay	Iverson	
	..................................	Sandy	Dalton	
	

	December		8	
	

Greeters	...................	Evelyn	Johnson	
	.....................................	Natalie	Underhill	
Reader	......................	Pat	Segel	
Tech	Asst	.................	Jim	Jocius	

COOKIE WALK 
Ushers	......................	Ron	Carlson		
	..................................	Karen	Carlson	 	
	..................................	Pat	Segel,	Ron	Banwart	
	
	

December	22	
	
Greeters..................	Paul	Stocksdale	
	....................................	Griffin	Stocksdale	
Reader.....................	Brian	Stark	
Tech	Asst	...............	Matt	Gerber	
Sound	System	......	Don	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	..........	Marilyn	Kauffman	
Ushers	.....................	Tom	Phillips,		
	....................................	Dennis	Leberecht	
	....................................	Brian	Stark	

	

December	24			TBA	
	
December	29	
	
Greeters..................	Jennifer	Green	
	....................................	Liam	Szudy	
Reader.....................	Mary	Underhill	
Tech	Asst	...............	Dakota	Underhill	
Sound	System	......	Don	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	..........		
Ushers	.....................	Jeanne	Rothlisberger	
	....................................	Tom	Phillips,	John	Dalton	
	....................................	Rich	Wagner,	Sandy	Dalton 	

	

	
	

	 SERVING	SCHEDULE 

December		15	
	

Greeters	...................	Sandy	Dalton	
	.....................................	Marilyn	Kauffman	
Reader	......................		
Tech	Asst	.................	Beth	Mitchell	
Coffee	Hour	............	Vicki	Frederick	
Ushers	.......................	Matthew	Schultz	
	.....................................	Amanda	Schutz	
	.....................................	William	Schultz	
	.....................................	Liz	Schmied	
	.....................................	Jocelyn	Wagner	



 
 

 

	

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
256 E. Chicago St. 

Elgin, IL. 60120  
847-741-4045 

Website:  www.fcc-elgin.org   
WORSHIP TIMES:   8:15 & 10:15 a.m. 

	First	Congregational	Staff	
	

Dr.	Michael	Montgomery	......................................................................................	Interim	Pastor	
	
Jean	Tuohy	...................................................................................................................	Music	Director	
	
Pam	Patterson	......................................................................................	Administrative	Assistant	
	
Pat	Lindquist	........................................................................................	Congregational	Associate	
	
Rich	Wagner	.........................................................................................................	Building	Steward	
	
	

	

	
12/01			Jeff	Goodlove	
12/01			Eleanor	MacKinney	
12/03			Susan	Constantino	
12/03			Nick	Stackowiak	
12/04			David	Duncan	
12/05			Michael	Noland	
12/08			Katie	Kamenjarin	
12/08			Paul	Stocksdale	
12/10			Rylee	Evaristo	
12/14			Sally	Szudy	
12/16			Sonia	Solomonson	
12/17			Anna	Marie	Cannone	
12/18			Chloe	Underhill	
	
	
	

	
12/19			Anna	Moeller	
12/19			Cynthia	Stocksdale	
12/19			Toby	Underhill	
12/20			Marc	Moeller	
12/21			James	Jocius	
12/23			Sherry	Lenz	
12/24		Jo-Ann	Brictson	
12/25		John	Dalton	
12/27		Rosie	Olimb	
12/28		Erin	Powell	
12/29		Ben	Brictson	
12/30		Gail	Yauch	
12/31		Griffin	Stocksdale	
	

	
	

CHRISTMAS  POINSETTIA  REMINDER 
	
	

It’s	time	again	to	order	your	holiday	poinsettias	in	memory	of	loved	ones	or	to	honor	
someone	special	in	your	life.			Each	poinsettia	will	cost	$16.00.	Order	forms	are	

available	in	the	office	or	on	the	concierge	table.	
	


