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WELCOME!	
November	3	-	All	Saint’s	Sunday!		We	will	
remember	our	loved	ones	who	died	in	the	previous	
year,	celebrate	Stewardship	Sunday	with	the	
presenting	of	our	pledges	of	money,	time	and	talents,	
celebrate	communion	and	hear	the	witness	of	our	
very	own	saints	(Mary	Hewitt,	Lois	Robinson	and	Bill	
Schmoldt)	about	the	gifts	of	God!		In	addition	to	our	
worship:	
	
• A	congregational	meeting	will	be	held	at	9:15	am	

to	discuss	and	vote	on	the	proposed	revisions	to	
our	Constitution	and	By-laws.	

• A	celebration	luncheon	will	be	held	at	11:30	a.m.	
to	celebrate	our	stewardship	campaign.	

• 	
November	10	-	One	worship	service	at	10:15	a.m.,	
to	be	followed	by	yet	another	congregational	meeting.		
Topic	of	the	sermon:	unknown!		Preacher:	unknown	
until	November	9!		But	all	of	that		is	irrelevant	since	
this	is	the	candidating	sermon	for	the	person	
discerned	by	our	search	committee	to	be	our	next	
minister.		Do	you	agree?		Come	listen,	meet	and	vote!	

November	17	-	Steve	Andersson	will	speak	with	us	
at	9:15	am	for	a	special	Discovery	Time	on	‘A	
Republican	Approach	to	Global	Climate	Change:	
Beyond	Denial’.		He	will	speak	again	at	3:30	p.m.	at	
Gail	Borden	Library.	

November	24	-Thanksgiving	Sunday.		Theologically	
we	are	the	children	of	the	Pilgrims.		For	a	very	few	of	
us	that	is	literally	the	case---we	can	trace	our	ancestry	
to	those	who	survived	the	trip	over	on	the	Mayflower.		
But	what	does	that	have	to	do	with	our	lives?				We	
will	celebrate	the	lessons	of	1620	for	ourselves	at	our	
8:15	and	10:15	a.m.	services,	with	the	Interfaith	
Thanksgiving	Service	at	2nd	Baptist	Church	at	4	p.m.		
1619	was	the	date	that	the	first	African	Americans	
arrived,	as	slaves,	to	Jamestown,	Virginia.			

November, 2019 Church Life 

ALL	ARE	WELCOME	
Open	Door		8:15	in	the	Chapel	

	
Worship		10:15	in	the	Sanctuary	

	
Following	the	10:15	Worship	service	

We	invite	you	for	coffee	and	fellowship	in		
Fellowship	Hall	

	
Child	care	is	available	

	
Office	Hours:	

Monday	thru	Thursday	
8:00	am	-	4:00	pm	

Friday	
8:00	am-12:00	noon	

	



   
  
 WORSHIP THEMES  

November	3	 All	 Saint’s	 Sunday.	 	 Bring	 your	 pledges	 for	 time,	 talent	 and	money	 for	 the	work	 of	 the	
church	 in	 the	 coming	 year	 and	 we	 will	 dedicate	 them	 to	 God!	 	 Communion	 and	 the	
reflections	 	 of	Mary	Hewitt,	 Lois	 Robinson	 and	Bill	 Schmoldt	 on	 giving	 and	 its	 rewards.		
And	 this	 is	 the	 end	 of	 Daylight	 Savings	 Time,	 so	 adjust	 your	 clocks	 accordingly.	 	 2	
Thessalonians	1:1-4,	11-12.	

November	10	 Candidating	sermon	for	the	search	committee’s	nominee	for	our	next	pastor.		Need	we	
say	more?	

November	17	 What	 happens	 in	 worship	 in	 part	 depends	 upon	 what	 happens	 on	 November	 10!	 	 Rev.	
Montgomery	will	preach	on	Isaiah	65:17-25,	a	celebration	of	the	future	that	God	calls	us	
towards.	

November	24	 Thanksgiving	 Sunday!	 	 The	 399th	 anniversary	 of	 the	 first	 Thanksgiving	 celebration	 in	
America.		What	have	we	learned?	Rev.	Montgomery	reflects	on	Psalm	100	and	Philippians	
4:4-9. 

 

*	*	*	*	*	*	
Upcoming Work: Getting Better at Welcoming People 

One	 of	 the	 lessons	 we	 learned	 over	 the	 summer	 from	 our	 discussions	 on	 being	 Open	 and	 Affirming	 was	 the	
importance	of	modeling	being	authentically	welcoming	and	accepting	everyone	who	comes	 in	 the	door.	 	Being	
welcoming	 is	a	 two	step	process:	our	being	genuine	and	gracious,	attentive	 to	 the	needs	of	our	guests	 in	God’s	
house,	and	what	our	guests	perceive	as	our	genuineness,	graciousness	and	interest	in	their	spiritual	welcome.		To	
that	 end,	 it	 was	 emphasized	 how	 important	 it	 is	 to	 have	 greeters	 and	 ushers	who	 reflect	 the	 diversity	 of	 the	
congregation	and	the	diversity	of	the	people	who	come	to	worship	with	us.		In	a	perfect	world,	we	are	all	perfect	
and	it	doesn’t	matter	who	we	are	or	who	they	are;	in	this	fallen	world	we	have	to	consciously	model	the	reality	we	
want	to	create.	

That	means	we	 need	 a	 greater	 variety	 of	 people	 serving	 as	 greeters:	 young	 and	 old,	 obviously	 Caucasian	 and	
obviously	not	Caucasian.		People	who	come	for	the	first	time	need	to	meet	people	who	are	somewhat	like	them.	

In	one	sense,	hospitality	is	not	about	what	is	easiest	for	us,	it	is	about	meeting	the	needs	of	our	guests.		We	all	
need	to	work	on	this!		And	to	be	plain	spoken:	younger	people	need	to	step	up	and	serve	as	greeters.	

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

 
This	year’s	Interfaith	Thanksgiving	Service	will	be	held	at	2nd	Baptist	Church	
(1280	Summit	St,	Elgin,	 IL)	at	4	p.m.	on	Sunday,	November	24,	2019.		The	
theme	will	 be	 ‘Thankful	 for	 the	 Journey’	 with	 reflections	 by	 local	 African	
American	and	Hispanic	clergy	reflecting	on	the	journeys	that	have	brought	
their	 communities	 to	 this	 country.		 2019	 is	 the	 400th	anniversary	 of	 the	
arrival	of	the	first	African	American	slaves	to	Richmond,	Virginia.		They	will	

reflect	on	 the	 Joseph	narrative	 from	the	book	of	Genesis	 in	 the	Hebrew	Scriptures,	which	has	different	
interpretations	 in	 the	 Jewish,	 Islamic	 and	Christian	 narratives.		 Buddhist,	 Islamic,	 Christian	 and	 Jewish	
faith	 traditions	 (at	 least!)	 will	 be	 represented	 with	 music	 from	 the	 2nd	Baptist	 Church	 Choir	 and	 the	
Hispanic	 Music	 Group	 from	 St.	 Laurence	 Catholic	 Church,	 and	 others.		 We	 will	 host	 the	 Interfaith	
Thanksgiving	Service	next	year,	the	400th	anniversary	of	the	arrival	of	the	Pilgrims!	 

 



   
  
 

Transitional Times 
What’s Next? 
On	November	10	the	candidate	for	our	next	settled	minister	preaches	and	you	vote	as	to	whether	you	recognize	
that	this	person	is	called	by	God	and		yourselves	to	be	your	next	senior	minister.		On	November	11	or	so	I	will	
call	 that	person,	 introduce	myself	as	their	new	 ‘associate	minister’	and	ask	 ‘So	what	needs	to	get	done	before	
you	get	here?		When	will	you	get	here?’		Since	they	have	to	(presumably)	give	notice	at	their	existing	church	and	
negotiate	on	that	end	when	they	leave	that	position.		I	expect	as	early	as	sometime	in	January	or	as	late	as	the	
end	of	February.		In	between	now	and	then:	

• We	will	do	all	of	the	normal	stuff	in	the	life	of	the	church:	Christmas	and	New	Years,	an	Annual	Meeting,	
recruiting	 the	 slate	 of	 church	 officers	 and	ministries	 and	 finishing	 up	 that	work	 that	 has	 been	 in	 the	
works	 for	some	time	now	but	 is	not	yet	 finished	(Safe	Church	Policy,	with	which	we	have	worked	 for	
about	five	years	now).			

• There	will	be	some	special	work	that	comes	at	the	end	of	an	interim	ministry:	report	writing	(copies	of	
my	 final	 report	 go	 to	 the	Church	Moderator,	 the	new	minister,	 the	Conference	 and	 someplace	deeply	
hidden	 so	 that	 it	 will	 not	 lost	 forever).	 	 The	 Conference	 gets	 a	 copy	 because	 we	 are	 in	 a	 three	 way	
covenant	in	which	they	are	a	part,	they	need	to	know	what	I	learned	from	you	just	as	much	as	the	new	
minister	needs	to	know.	 	 	While	I	wish	that	I	could	promise	perfect	knowledge	and	accuracy	in	what	I	
report,	I	know	that	this	is	not	possible.		I	can	promise	love	and	honesty,	which	is	what	I	will	deliver.	

• There	will	be	discussions	with	the	incoming	minister	about	what	they	need	to	be	certain	to	attend	to	
as	soon	as	they	are	here,	a	walk	through	of	the	year	and	what	they	can	expect,	an	introduction	to	people	
who	are	 shut	 in	and	 the	greater	 community	of	Elgin	 (which	 is	both	bigger	and	smaller	 than	we	often	
think	that	it	is).	

• And	there	is	saying	good	bye,	tremendously	important	that	has	the	added	benefits	of	reducing	the	need	
for	carrying	on	struggles	onto	the	next	person	or	church.				

And	 then	 I	will	 leave.	 	We	now	own	a	 townhouse	 in	Elgin,	 so	 I	will	 be	 around	but	 I	won’t	 talk	 about	 church	
unless	it	is	about	the	place	that	I	am	then	serving	(I	don’t	know	where	yet,	but	that	is	normal).		If	we	are	friends	
on	Facebook,	we	will	still	be	friends	and	I	will	read	your	posts.		I	will	not	respond	to	them	for	at	least	a	year---
that	privilege	goes	to	your	new	minister.	

Interim	ministry	 is	much	 like	a	400	meter	relay	race:	 I	have	my	 lap	to	run,	and	then	make	the	handoff	 to	 the	
next	runner	and	get	out	of	the	way.	 	That	runner	has	(hopefully)	a	marathon	to	run,	so	the	analogy	fails	a	bit.		
But	in	track	as	well	as	in	ministry,	hand-offs	matter.		Let’s	make	this	a	good	one!	

*	*	*	*	*	*	
Nov November Mission of the Month: Habitat for Humanity 
	

	 
 

Habitat	for	Humanity	will	be	our	Mission	of	the	Month	for	November.		They	have	reached	out	
to	us	to	join	with	other	churches	to	help	fund	a	new	‘build’	project	in	the	Elgin	area,	and	our	
Mission	and	Outreach	Ministry	enthusiastically	endorsed	the	idea.		Simply	put:	Habitat	builds	
low	 cost	 houses	 for	 people	who	would	 otherwise	 not	 be	 able	 to	 afford	 a	 house	 through	 a	
combination	 of	 volunteer	 labor	 and	 ‘sweat	 equity’	 of	 the	 people	who	will	 receive	 the	 new	
home.	 	 In	 the	 upcoming	 Sundays	 we	 will	 hear	 more	 about	 Habitat’s	 beginnings	 as	 a	 UCC	
mission	project,	founder	Millard	Fuller’s	Congregational	roots	and	how	the	gift	of	a	house	is	
really	 a	 gift	 of	 hope,	 a	 gift	 of	 a	 home	and	 the	 gift	 of	 a	 future	 to	people	who	otherwise	 are	
really	 struggling.	 	 Former	President	 Jimmy	Carter	volunteers	 for	Habitat	 and	still	 swings	a	
mean	hammer	to	get	the	job	done.		Pitch	in	and	help!	



   
  
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS	FROM	THE	PASTORAL	
SEARCH	COMMITTEE	

Come	Join	us...	
	

Open	House	for	FCC	Pastoral	Candidate	
November	9	from	1-3	pm	
in	Fellowship	Hall.			

	
The	pastoral	search	committee	cordially	invites	
you	to	drop	by	and	meet	our	candidate	for	FCC	
Pastor.	Enjoy	a	delicious	lunch	and	desserts!	

* * * * 

There	 will	 be	 only	 one	 service,	 the	 10:15am,	 on	
Sunday,	 November	 10th.		 Our	 Pastoral	 Candidate	
will	be	holding	service	&	preaching	at	the	10:15am;	
there	will	be	no	8:15am	service.	

A	 special	 meeting	 of	 the	 congregation	 has	 been	
called	 for	 Sunday,	 November	 10	 after	 this	 service	 to	
receive	 and	 act	 upon	 the	 Search	 Committee’s	
nomination	for	our	next	settled	minister.	

* * * * 
Sign	Up	to	Help	with	the	Pastoral	

Luncheon 

We	need	a	few	volunteers	to	help	at	the	Pastoral	
Candidate	Meet-n'-Greet	luncheon	on	Saturday,	Nov	
9th.		Specifically,	we	need	help	monitoring	the	buffet	
line	during	the	event,	and	with	cleaning	up	in	the		
kitchen		afterwards.	Time	frame	we're	needing	to	fill	is	
roughly	1:30-3:30pm.	
	
Please	let	either	Sandy	Dalton	or	Kathleen	Mau	know	if	
you	can	help.		Thanks!	

 

ADVENT CHORAL PROGRAM 

On	 Sunday,	 Dec	 8,	 at	 the	 10:15	 service,	 the	 choir	
will	perform	Small,	Dancing	Light:	A	Choral	Service	
for	Advent,	by	Taylor	Scott	Davis.	The	text	by	Terry	
York	 ,	 describes	 the	 anticipation	 and	 revelation	of	
the	 Advent	 season	 as	we	 await	 the	 coming	 of	 the	
Messiah.	

CROP	Update	
	

When	all	was	said	and	done,	20	
people	from	First	Congregational	
walked	or	ran	for	the	
50h	Anniversary	CROP	walk	on	
October	20.		While	over	$2,800	
was	given	on	line,	we	estimate	

that	our	total	raised	by	our	walkers	was	over	
$4,000.		So	thank	you	to	all	who	walked,	and	thank	
you	to	all	who	gave	money	to	help	end	hunger	in	our	
world.	

 

Vigil	for	Healing	
	

Join	 us	 for	 a	 time	 of	 prayer,	
meditation	 and	 reflection	 on	
healing	 for	 ourselves	 and	 for	
others		 in	 the	 chapel	 on	
Wednesday	 mornings	 from	 9	

to	 noon	 on	 the	 first	 Wednesday	 of	 each	
month.	 	While	the	vigil	will	be	occurring	from	9	to	
noon,	you	are	invited	to	come	and	stay	for	as	long	
or	as	short	as	you	wish.		All	are	welcome!	

ANGEL	TREE	
	Our	 congregation	 will	 once	

again	 be	 participating	 in	 the	
Salvation	 Army	 Angel	 Giving	
Tree.	 	 A	 small	 Christmas	 tree,	
adorned	with	gift	tags,	will	be	in	
the	 vestibule	 beginning	 Nov.	
17th.		If	you’d	like	to	participate,	
please	 select	 a	 tag	or	 two	 from	

the	 tree	 and	 purchase	 the	 items	 on	 the	 tag.	
Gifts	should	be	placed	in	a	plastic	bag	with	the	
gift	tag	attached.		Please	do	not	wrap	the	gifts.		
Items	 need	 to	 be	 brought	 to	 church	 no	 later	
than	Sunday,	December	15th.	



   
  
 

 FROG FRIDAY 

FROG	Friday	will	be	held	on			
Friday,	November	15th!		The	

fun	starts	at	6	pm		with	supper	and	
will	end	at	8:30	pm.	Cost	is	$7	per	

session.		All	4	year	olds	through	6th	graders	are	
invited	so	bring	a	friend	or	neighbor!		This	year	
we	 will	 be	 focusing	 on	 stories	 that	 celebrate	
what	God	creates.		Join	us	for	a	lesson	on	Noah!		
Please	 let	 Beth	 Claxton	 know	 if	 your	 young	
person	is	coming	or	if	you	have	any	questions.		

																			 	

																			

Are	 you	 a	 “BOB”?	 	 Would	 you	 like	 	 to	 be	 a	
“BOB”?			
	
Our	 men’s	 breakfast	 group	 called	 “Boys	 Out	

for	Breakfast”	 (hence	 “BOB”	 -	 get	 it?)	will	meet	
on	 November	 19th	 at	 8:00	 at	 Alexander’s	 on	
Hwy.	 31,	 just	 north	of	 the	 tollway.	 	 There	 is	 no	
agenda	 except	 fellowship	 and	 good	 food	 at	 the	
start	 of	 the	 day.	 	 If	 you	 would	 enjoy	 being	 a	
“BOB,”	 please	 email	 Tom	 Howard	 at	
tlhoward34@gmail.com	 and	 let	 him	 know	 you	
will	be	coming.		A	good	time	will	be	had	by	all. 	

				Beer,	Burgers	and	the	Bible		
The	men’s	Bible	Class	 ‘Beer	Burgers	and	 the	

Bible’	will	continue	at	the	Elgin	Public	House	on	
Monday,	 November	 18th	 at	 6:30	 PM.	 Order	
something	to	eat	(it’s	half-price	burger	night),	if	
you	like,	and	come	upstairs	for	an	hour	of	Bible	
study	for	dudes	only.	

DAMARIS 

 (WOMEN, WINE AND THE WORD)  
Our	 women’s	 dining	 out	 group	 will	 be	

meeting	on	Thursday,	November	21st	 	at	1:00	
pm.	Our	 luncheon	will	 be	 held	 at	Nick’s	 Pizza,	
990	 S.	 Randall	 Rd.	 Please	 plan	 to	 join	 us	 for		
food,	 fellowship,	 fun	 and	 a	 Bible	 study		
discussion.	

BOOK	STUDY	

The	Thursday	Morning	Discussion	Group	will	
discuss	saints	and	those	who	are	saints	in	our	lives	
on	November	7.		We	will	read	Psalms	of	
Thanksgiving	on	November	14	and	21.		You	are	
warmly	invited	to	attend!	

Breakfast	with	the	Bible	

The	 Tuesday	 morning	 Bible	 study	 continues	 in	
November	 in	 an	 examination	 of	 the	 Book	 of	
Galatians.		 Come	 hear	 and	 discuss	 the	 “Radical	
news”	contained	in	this	book.	All	are	welcome!		The	
class	meets	from	9	to	10	a.m.	on	Tuesday	mornings,	
and	practices	a	‘verse-by-verse’	reading	strategy.		

The	 Youth	 Group	will	 be	working	 at	 the	
"Feed	My	Starving	Children"	organization	
on	 Friday,	 November	 22nd;	 we	 will	
carpool	from	church	at	5:15pm	and	drive	
into	 Schaumburg	 to	 work	 a	 6-7:30pm	
shift	 at	 their	 plant,	 packing	 nourishing	
food	to	be	shipped	around	the	world.			

If	anyone	would	like	to	join	us	(and	bring	a	friend	or	
family	 member!),	 please	 contact	 either	 Dawn	
Schmied	or	Kathleen	Mau	

SAVE THE DATE 

Please	join	us	for	a	soup	and	chili	
luncheon	on	Sunday,	November	17th.	
Proceeds	from	the	luncheon	will	help	
defray	the	costs	to	National	Youth	

Event	next	summer.		Lunch	is	$5.00	per	person.		
Contact	Kathleen	Mau	or	Shannon	Lile	to	volunteer	a	
soup,	salad	or	dessert..	

 



   
  
 

SERVING SCHEDULE

November	3	
	
Greeters	...................	Evelyn	Johnson	
	.....................................	Shirley	May	Byrnes	
Reader	......................	Laura	McMinn	
Tech	Asst	.................	Rich	Wagner	
Sound	System	........	Don	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	............	Celebration	Luncheon	
Ushers	.......................	Kirsten	Pedersen		
	...................................	Laura	McMinn	
	...................................	Beth	Mitchell		
	...................................	Lindsay	Iverson	
	...................................	Sandy	Dalton	
	

	November	17	
	

Greeters	...................	Marilyn	Kauffman	
	.....................................	Pat	Segel	
Reader	......................		
Tech	Asst	.................	Dakota	Underhill	
Coffee	Hour	............	Youth	Luncheon	
Ushers	.......................	Amanda	Schultz			
	...................................	Dawn	Schmied	 	
	...................................	Matthew	Schultz	
	...................................	William	Schultz	
	...................................	Jocelyn	Wagner	
	...................................	Amanda	Schultz	

November	10	
	
Greeters	................	Jeanne	Rothlisbeger	
	..................................	Lois	Robinson	
Reader	...................	Jeanne	Rothlisberger	
Tech	Asst	..............	Matt	Gerber	
Sound	System	.....	Don	Patterson	
Coffee	Hour	..........	Sally	Szudy	
Ushers	....................	Ron	Carlson,	Karen	Carlson,		
	..................................	Pat	Segel,	Ron	Banwart	
	..................................	Rich	Wagner	
	
November		24	
	
Greeters	................	Pat	and	Jim	Jocius	
Reader	...................	Dawn	Schmied	
Tech	Asst	..............	Rich	Wagner	
Coffee	Hour	..........	Kirsten	Pedersen	
Ushers	....................	Tom	Phillips,		Dennis	Leberecht,	
	...................................	Brian	Stark		

REMEMBER	TO	TURN	YOUR	CLOCKS	BACK	ONE	HOUR	
BEFORE	BED	ON	SAT.,	NOV.	2ND	

 

All	People’s	Interfaith	Food	Pantry	

The	All	People’s	Interfaith	Food	Pantry	thanks	you	for	
the	 donations	 of	 tuna,	 chicken	 and	 mac	 and	
cheese.		Many	members	of	the	Golden	K	Kiwanis	help	
out	daily	 in	 the	Pantry.		Last	month	455	 families	and	
1,210	 individuals	 were	 helped.		 This	 month	 we	 are	
looking	 for	 donations	 of	 spaghetti	 and		
sauce.		Preferably	 the	sauce	 in	cans	because	 it	 stores	
easier.		Also	with	chilly	weather	donations	of	chicken	
noodle	soup	would	be	yummy.		Please	remember	the	
Pantry	 also	 will	 take	 a	 monetary	 donation.		 During	
this	 season	of	 gratitude,	we	count	our	blessings.		We	
are	especially	thankful	for	the	members	of	FCC	.	
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First	Congregational	Staff	
	

Dr.	Michael	Montgomery	..................................................................................................................	Interim	Pastor	
	
Jean	Tuohy	..............................................................................................................................................	Music	Director	
	
Pam	Patterson	..................................................................................................................	Administrative	Assistant	
	
Pat	Lindquist	....................................................................................................................	Congregational	Associate	
	
Rich	Wagner	...................................................................................................................................			Building	Steward		

 

  

First	Congregational	United	Church	of	Christ	
256	E.	Chicago	St.	
Elgin,	IL.	60120	
847-741-4045	

Website:		www.fcc-elgin.org	
WORSHIP	TIMES:			8:15	&	10:15	a.m.	

11/2   Sharon Norman 

11/4   Chandler Swan 

11/5   Lauren Jackson 

11/7  Tom Howard 

11/9  Matthew Jackson 

11/11 Efren Evaristo 

11/23 Dawn Sanderson 

11/13 Kenzie Fahnestock 

11/14  Jeffrey Debolt 

11/16  Sherri Goodlove 

11/17  Kyle Hennessey 

11/17  Gabriella Stocksdale 

 

11/18  Jean Hempstead 

11/18  Katie Bowers Evaristo 

11/19  Salley Lopez 

11/19  Jeanne Rothlisberger 

11/20  Emily Jackson 

11/22  Kyle Pichik 

11/23  Judy Leith 

11/23  Bonnie Turk 

11/27  Bailey Stark 

11/29 Gordy Abel 

11/29  Diane Keys 

11/29  Kinsley Pichik 


