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May the Wonder and Love of this 
season be With you and your faMiLy 

not onLy at ChristMas but throughout 
the neW year.

Michael.......Pam.....
Jean.....Rich

Welcome  to...
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES
All Are Welcome

         Open Door 8:15 in the Chapel

        Worship 10:15 in the Sanctuary

  Following the 10:15 Worship Service 

 we invite you for coffee and fellowship 

in Fellowship Hall

Child care is available

Office Hours: 

Monday thru Thursday

8:00 am - 4:00pm

Friday

8:00-12:00 noon
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TRANSITIONAL TIMES
There is an adage in the interim ministry profession that the interim period of time begins 

the day the previous minister looks in the mirror and wonders “Is it time to leave?” and ends 
six months after the new, settled minister has arrived. So you are not done with the transi-
tions, but it is time for me to hand the baton off to Rev. Jesse Tanner and fade from the scene.

You will have much to do to remain a vibrant, faithful community of Jesus Christ, but that 
is always the case. God has much for us to do. Most of the really big issues (renewal of your 
financial base, growth in membership, building off of the base of your existing Faith Forma-
tion Ministries and being a vibrant mission force in the community) will be with you always. 
Different parts of the building will have issues next time (and this would be true if you had a 

brand new building as well).
Here’s what the next couple of weeks look like:
· January 5. A party! The Youth Ministry will host a soup luncheon to which you are all invited. Some guests from 

the community will be here as well. Our worship service focuses upon it being the first Sunday of a new year, a 
new decade.

· January 12. My last Sunday, but Lee Elsworth’s 90th birthday. There will be another party after the 10:15 a.m. 
service.

· January 13-15: Jesse starts work and we co-exist for a couple of days, with my taking him around to meet those 
who are housebound and he getting settled into the office, at least.

· January 19: Rev. Jesse Tanner, Ph.D.’s first Sunday! Another party!
· January 26: Congregational Meeting and another party, this one celebrating you and the accomplishments that 

the church has both accomplished and is looking forward to in 2020
After that there is much more, but my crystal ball is over at this point.
Thank you all for letting me into your lives over the past year and a half. You have struggled with difficult issues 

in difficult times, but you have run the race to its completion and are ready for what’s next. God bless you!

Rev. Michael H. Montgomery
Your Pre-fired, Intentional Interim Senior Minister

JANUARY WORSHIP THEMES
January 5 Church as a healing place  Mark 1:29-29.  We live in times of enormous pressure on people 

because of the changing economy, loss of status, combating visions as to what direction our nation is going in and 
the increasing, indirect but profound effects of global climate change.  How can we be a place of healing, a place of 
grace?  Holy Communion will be celebrated.

January 12: What does it mean to “Be Church”?  Paul is our greatest teacher about what it means to be 
in Christian community (the church).  We will base our thinking on Paul’s letter to 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, 12:12-13, 
13:1-13.  What does this say to us about what we are to be in the future?  Rev. Montgomery’s last sermon with us.

JANUARY 19 & 26 - TBA
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ELGIN, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SETTLED MINISTER CALL STARTING JANUARY 13, 2020

INTRODUCING REV. JESSE F. TANNER, Ph.D.

Dr. Jesse Tanner is the unanimous choice of our Search Committee.  He is a Christian 
pastor and theologian who values cultivating community and ongoing reflection about 
faith and society.  He brings a practical, positive, progressive and pluralistic Christian per-
spective to his pastoral leadership, promoting a world that works for all through God’s 
Spirit of love, equality, and justice.  His preaching and teaching are centered on mak-
ing meaningful connections between our Christian spirituality and contemporary cul-
ture.  His ministry is dedicated to serving others through presence, dialogue and prayer. .

Jesse attended  Garrett  Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, IL and  received  a 
Master of Theological Studies.  He received his Master of Divinity degree from Unity Institute and Seminary in Mis-
souri.  He went on to receive his Ph.D in Comparative Religions from the University of the West in Rosemead, CA. 

Jesse holds a Ph.D in History and Philosophy of Religion and taught Biblical Studies as a professor at the seminar 
level prior to serving congregations that include being Minister Intern at Southwood Unity Church of Christ in Ray-
town, Mo, Senior Pastor at United Church of  Christ, Byron, IL, and Senior Minister at Unity  Church of Oak Park, IL.

We warmly welcome Dr. Tanner and his family to our church family.
SEARCH COMMITTEE:   Tom Powell, Janet Aldred, Wendy Breitmayer, Jennifer Green,

               Kathleen Mau, , Brian Stark, Jerry Turnquist

JANUARY DISCOVERY TIMES
January 12, 2020 9:15 a.m.  - The Budget - Our church budget is a plan, a contract and a statement 

of theology that will be formally adopted at the annual meeting of the congregation on January 26.  This Dis-
covery Time is an opportunity for us all to learn about what is involved and what our budget means.  Budgets 
are plans in that they indicate how we expect to spend the money of the congregation on the work of the 
congregation.  Budgets are contracts because the congregation gives the ministries and Council of the church 
the authority to spend up to the amount listed in the budget.  And Budgets are statements of theology because 
they are the clearest, no illusion declaration of what it is that we really believe.  Come and learn on January 12 
so that we can vote on January 26!

January 19, 2020 9:15 a.m. - Safe Church Policy -  For the past five years (and more!) a small com-
mittee has been working through what has come to be known as our “safe church policy.’”  We have worked on 
this so that we could be clear about what practices we will follow to keep people who are vulnerable (children 
and people who are elderly) as safe as possible.  These policies have been mandated by our Gospel imperative 
to love one another, our insurance company and now the State of Illinois.  Copies of our proposed policy  are 
available in the narthex outside the offices or by calling the office and having a copy sent to you.  The policy 
deals with sexual harassment, substance abuse, registered  sexual offenders, and establishing clear practices 
that will help keep people as safe as possible.  
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     Because final authority for decision-making lies” with you — the congregation of FCC — our church gathers 
once a year for our Annual Meeting.  The meeting will be held this year on January 26th.

     As has been our practice in the past, the meeting  will  be  held  immediately  after  the  10:15 worship  ser-
vice.    Both  the  service  and  the  annual meeting will take place in Fellowship Hall. (The 8:15 service will be in 
the chapel as usual.)    At  the  meeting  you  will  hear  some  of  the exciting  ministries  FCC  did  in  2019,  as  
well  as plans for the coming year.   The Mission Grants Committee  will  present  their  nominations  for mission  
support  locally  and  around  the  world.

     You will be asked to approve nominations for officers, ministries, and committees, as well as the 2020 bud-
get. And all of this will take place around the tables with your family and friends over a delicious brunch provid-
ed by the Church Council.

     Please plan to attend.   This is the business of of your church.

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Our mission of the month for January is the Martin Luther King Food Drive.  

Now in its 8th year, the food drive honors the work of Dr. King by providing assis-
tance to people who are poor.  The food collected by the wider Elgin community 
gets distributed to  local food pantries and Food for Greater Elgin.  There are two 
ways to give:  bring food to church between now and pile it in front of the altar 
any time between now and January 19.  The other is a designated cash donation. 
$10 worth of groceries is $10 worth of groceries.  But $10 given to Food Pan-
tries or Food Banks buys $80 worth of groceries through the food bank system.  

A BIG Thank you for supporting our two 
fundraisers for December

On December 21st the proceeds from the Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long  raised 
over $750 to support the work of the Boys and Girls Club of  Elgin. 

The Christmas Eve offering on December 24th raised over $2400 to support our Youth and Young Adults 
ministry. Thank you!

If you have not had an opportunity to support either of these missions, please consider a donation.  Make 
out a check to FCC and indicate in the memo section your preference for giving.
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FROG Friday         
Just a reminder that our FROG (Friends Relying on God) Friday youth program will be held on the fourth-

Friday in January, which is January 24th 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Please note that it’s only switched to second Friday 
for this month – it will continue on third Friday in Feb and March.   The payment for the winter session (Jan., 
Feb., Mar.) will be due at that time.   The cost is $15.00 per person for three sessions, or $7 for each session if 
paid month by month.  This cost includes dinner, craft, story and games.  FROGS are having a great good time 
learning more about being faithful friends relying on God.  Plan to come and invite someone new to join us too.

BEER, BURGERS, AND THE BIBLE

Calling all guys!  On Jan-
uary 20th our men’s Bible 
study — Beer, Burgers, and 
the Bible (a.k.a., “Triple B”) 

— will resume at 6:30pm at Elgin Public House, 
219 E. Chicago Street.  Order something to eat 
(it’s half-price burger night), if you like, and 
come upstairs for an hour of Bible study for 
dudes only..

 Are you a “BOB”?  Would you like to be 
a “BOB”?  Our men’s breakfast group called 

“Boys Out for Breakfast” will meet again on Janu-
ary 21st at 8:00 am at Alexander’s on Hwy. 31, just 
north of the tollway.  There is no agenda except fel-
lowship and good food at the start of the day.  If you 
would enjoy being a “BOB,” please email Tom How-
ard at tlhoward34@gmail.com and let him know 
you will be coming.  A good time will be had by all.

                   “      “MAKE ROOM FOR JESUS” 

           LOCK-IN

On  Saturday, January 18, the Youth Group 
will be getting together for an over-night lock-in!  
Our evening will be filled with fun games, mostly 
junk food, and good conversation about how we 
make room for Jesus!  Exact time and details to 

come.

DAMARIS

(WOMEN, WINE AND THE WORD)

The women’s dining out  group will meet again 
on Thursday, January 23rd.  We will meet at   Gif-
ford’s Kitchen, 2300 Bushwood Dr., Elgin (just off 
of  Randall Road and North of the tollway at 1:00pm 
for lunch and a short Bible study. Contact Evelyn 
Johnson at 847-742-9106 for further information.

THE YOUTH WINTER RETREAT IS COMING SOON

.  WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS!

THURSDAY MORNING DISCUSSION GROUP

Thursday Morning Discussion Group will 
finish reading “Light of the World” by Amy-Jill 
Levine on January 9, and will discuss the first 
two chapters of “Almost Everything, Notes on 
Hope”, by Anne Lamott, on January 16. We’ll read 
two chapters per week in January. All are wel-
come!
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SERVING SCHEDULE
    January 5

Greeters .................Shirley May Byrnes
 ...................................Jeanne Rothlisberger
Reader ....................John Dalton
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Tech Asst. ..............Matt Gerber
Coffee Hour ..........MISSION TRIP LUNCHEON
Ushers .....................Kirsten Pedersen,
 ...................................Laura McMinn,
 ...................................Lindsay Iverson, Beth Mitchell
  ..................................Sandy Dalton

   January 12

Greeters .................Mary Underhill/Dawn Schmied
Reader ....................Lee Ellsworth
Sound System ......Don Patterson

LEE ELLSWORTH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Tech Asst. ..............Jim Jocius
Ushers .....................Ron Carlson, Karen Carlson,
 ...................................Pat Segel, Rich Wagner

   January 19 

Greeters .................Pat Segel
 ...................................Michael and Lucien Noland
Reader ....................Terri Howard
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Tech Asst. ..............Dakota Underhill
Coffee Hour ..........Dennis and Deb Leberecht
Ushers .....................Matthew Schultz 
 ...................................Willaim Schultz
 ...................................Amanda Schultz 
 ...................................Liz Schmied 
 ...................................Jocelyn Wagner

   
  January 26

Reader ....................Rich Jacobs
Tech Asst ...............Beth Mitchell

Annual Mtg. Breakfast
Ushers .....................Tom Phillips, Dennis Leberecht 

 ....................................Brian Stark

Farewell Breakfast Brunch
January 5th

Join us on January 5 after the second service to thank Pastor Michael for his support and leadership 
during our search for a settled pastor.  In the spirit of stewardship and faith formation the Youth 
Group will be hosting this Breakfast-themed Brunch for just $5 a plate, with all proceeds helping 
to defray expenses associated with their participation in the National Youth Event next summer.  
There will also be a celebratory cake too!!

The All Peoples Interfaith Food 
Pantry served 491 families in No-
vember and 1,447 people.  We 

appreciate the donations from the Congregation.  
A big thank you to Mrs. Beth Claxton and the Frog 
Friday group for their great posters.  During the 
month of January donations of tuna, spaghetti sauce 
and canned chili would be appreciated.  May you be 
healthy, gain knowledge and have a Happy New Year.
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
256 E. Chicago St.

Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045

Website:  www.fcc-elgin.org
WORSHIP TIMES:
 8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Michael H. Montgomery, Ph.D. ....................................................................... Interim Sr. Minister

Rev. Jesse Tanner, Ph.D. ......................................................................... Senior Minister Minister, Elect

Jean Tuohy ......................................................................................................................Music Director

Pam Patterson .................................................................................................Administrative Assistant

Pat Lindquist .................................................................................................. Congregational Associate

Rich Wagner .............................................................................................................   Building Steward

   
   1/2 Ron Schaaf
   1/3 Angie Rea
   1/5 Kathi Bernhard
   1/6 Carolyn Carlson
   1/8 Liam Szudy
  1/10 Dawn Schmied
  1/12 Keelin Evaristo
  1/12 Lee Ellsworth
  1/12 David Segel
  1/17 Laura McMinn
  1/17 Lavon Bayler

 1/18 Chris Norman
 1.22     Linda Eder
 1/24 Camille Rea
 1/25 Matt Lynch
 1/28 Lindsay Iverson
 1/31 Linda Taylor

Happy Birthday

Worship and Hospitality Ministry will be taking our 
Christmas decorations down on Saturday, January 
11 at 9:00 AM.  We would love to have more help 
– like the old adage says “Many hands make light 
work”.  Please call Sandy Dalton  if you are able to 
help


