
Journey  with  Jesse
It’s Lent! 

No, not the lint in your jeans pockets -- Lent in the church liturgical calendar. As we begin our 
Lenten journey this year, let’s take a few moments to recall what Lent is and why it’s meaningful in 
Christian faith. 

Traditionally and historically, Lent has been observed as a solemn season in the liturgical calendar 
that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends approximately six weeks later, before Easter Sunday. The 
purpose of Lent has normally been preparing Christians spiritually for Easter through prayer, repen-
tance, almsgiving, and austerity.

During Lent, many people commit to fasting or giving up certain types of luxuries as a form of re-
pentance, or turning away from wrongdoing. Many read a daily devotional or perform special prayers 
throughout the Lenten calendar, to draw themselves near to God. The Stations of the Cross are often 
observed too, which is a devotional commemoration of Jesus’ carrying the Cross and of his crucifixion.

While I get the importance of a time for spiritual self-examination, I’ve never resonated much with 
the solemnity and self-denial of the Lenten season. I’ve tended to see this whole time period as an 
opportunity to intentionally practice simplicity so as to open the doors for greater awakening and at-
tuning to God’s presence in our lives. As process theologian Bruce Epperly says, “I want a clean heart, 
like Psalm 51 proclaims, but not at the cost of seeing myself and others as ‘guilty and conceived in sin’ 
or constantly fearful of divine judgment.”

We might take some time this Lent to ask ourselves some questions like: What does it mean for me 
to live a time of Lenten simplicity and awakening? What does it mean for me embark on God’s path of 
living the good news of Jesus Christ? 

As I reflect on these Lenten questions, I’ve discovered that it means remembering what’s import-
ant for this moment, as well as in the long run. It means finding ways to release those things that ar-
en’t serving us in our faith and re-focusing our attention on the God of change and glory.

 One great way to engage in self-reflection for better awakening to God is through dialogue with 
others. Here at FCC-E I’ll be holding a Lenten group called “Encountering God in Parables.” Come to 
get to know me better and to deepen your Lenten journey through reflecting on meaningful stories 
and parables from across traditions. Tuesdays March 3rd, 10th, 24th, 31st, and April 7th 6:30-8pm.

As we move forward into Lent 2020 at the end of this month, may we continue to look to Jesus Christ 
as the head of the church, guiding and shaping us into greater awakening and attuning to God’s Spirit 
within us and among us.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jesse
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ThisMonth in Worship

February 2: Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Scripture reading: Matthew 5:1-12
Sermon:  “The Blessed Be-s”

Holy Communion

February 9:  Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Scripture reading: Matthew 5:13-17   
Sermon:  “Salty, Bright and Good?

February 16:  Sixth Sunday After Epiphany

Scripture readings:  Matthew 7:1-5,12
Sermon:  “Three Kings Speak”

February 23: Transfiguration Sunday

Scripture reading: Matthew 7:1-9
Sermon:  “Living Transfiguration”

ALL ARE WELCOME

         Open Door 8:15 in the Chapel
        Worship 10:15 in the Sanctuary

  Following the 10:15 Worship Service 
 we invite you for coffee and fellowship 

in Fellowship Hall

Child care is available

Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday

8:00 am - 4:00pm
Friday

8:00-12:00 noon

Pastor Jesse’s Office Hours
email: pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

Sunday: worship services
Monday: off

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Fridays  9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Saturday: off

Ash Wednesday – February 26, 2020
Worship Service, 7 pm

Please join us for a special service of spiri-
tual reflection  and  invitation  into the Lent-
en journey. There will be contemplative mu-
sic, prayer, meditation, a short message, and 
the imposition of ashes (for those who desire 
them). Let us begin the practice of Lent to-
gether as a community of faith.



Highlights from the

 Annual Meeting

       At the 183rd Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church we:
• Approved increasing the cost of the educational roof to $110,000 due to unexpected electrical costs
• Approved the Safe Conduct Policy prepared after long hours by many members
• Adopted the 2020 budget of $305,788, anticipating needed revenue to balance the budget of $27,422.  

This budget is lower than previous years as we have only one pastor and expect good savings on 
electricity once the solar panels are installed and operational.

• Elected 27 individuals to fill openings on ministries and committees - more are needed
• Approved the Mission Grants Committee’s list of requests of $114,750
• Were told of an on-boarding meeting for all ministry and council members on Saturday, February 8 

at 9:00 a.m.
• We were fortunate to have great leadership throughout this year as well as dedicated, committed 

members who worked to ensure that building issues,  educational and musical programming,  hos-
pitality,  finances,  worship, financial and physical help to others and our search for a settled pastor 
all were accomplished.  There is enough help if we all share the work.

SAVE THE DATE!
Lenten Classes Begin March 2nd

Encountering God Through Parables

Get to know Pastor Jesse better by joining him for a class/discussion group during the season of 
Lent!  Using spiritual stories and parables from across traditions, we will explore what it means to 
experience God in different ways.  Each gathering, Pastor Jesse will tell the parable, provide some 
background on the story, and then lead dialogue about it.  Tuesday evenings throughout Lent, 6:30-
8:00PM:

March 2:  Encountering God in Faith – “The Preacher’s Gift”
March 10:  Encountering God in Love – “Salvation For a Demon”
March 17: No Meeting – Council
March 24: Encountering God in Service – “No Conviction”
March 31:  Encountering God in Connections – “Rabbi Isaac of Cracow”
April 7:  Encountering God in Hope – “Being the Resurrection”



                                   FROG FRIDAY

                        CHILDREN’S YOUTH GROUP  

                                  FEBRUARY 21
FROG Friday, our youth group for 4 year olds 

through 6th grade will be held on Friday, February 
21st 6p.m. - 8:30p.m.  The cost is $7 per person 
(or it was $15 if you paid for the whole semester). 
FROG Friday includes dinner, craft, story, music, and  
games.  We’ve been blessed with lots of FROGs this 
year and they have been having a great time. Come 
join us and bring a friend.

   YOUTH NEWS

Homemade Valentine Candy 
Sale   February 9th

 There will be a homemade 
candy sale on Sunday, February 
9th after the second service in 
Fellowship Hall.  Much like the 
Cookie Walk, shoppers will be 
able to select candy items to fill 

a candy box with 15 pieces of candy for $15.  
Proceeds will benefit the 2020 National Youth 
Event in July.

Calling ALL Candy Makers
Do you like to make candy?  We’d appreciate 

any donations of homemade candies in candy 
box sizes for the Valentine Candy Sale on Feb-
ruary 19th.    Please sign-up on the insert in the 
Weekly Window if you’d be willing to donate 
bite size homemade candies. Thanks for your 
support!

“SOUP”ER BOWL OF CARING - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  2ND

As we all prepare to feast on Super Bowl Sunday, February 3rd, we are asking you to con-
sider making a donation to the SOUPER BOWL of Caring.  It is a way to remember that as we 
“pig-out” others are struggling to feed their families.  Youth across this country have taken 
up the cause of helping the hungry by collecting offerings for the hungry. Last year more 

than 10 million dollars was collected from almost 10,000 groups. Over the past 27 years more than 100 mil-
lion dollars has been collected to address the needs of the hungry across the USA.  That’s no small change!  
Remember, 100% of your donation will go directly to our soup kettle and food pantry. So bring your cash 
donations to throw in the soup pot and we can make a difference. 

YOUTH RETREAT
 FEBRUARY 14-16

Our annual youth retreat for MidHigh and Se-
nior High youth is scheduled for the weekend of 
February 14-16 at Hazelhurst in Michigan.  The 
Youth will be exploring the theme of good mental 
health, and will discover the value of relying on 
God in their pursuit of a healthy life. 

 We will leave on Friday evening and return late 
afternoon on Sunday (yay, no school on Monday).  

Fee for the weekend is $50 (due by February 
9th) and includes transportation, lodging, meals 
& programming (not to mention a beautiful 
wintry woodsy landscape created by you know 
Who)!  

See Kathleen Mau, Sally Szudy or Dawn 
Schmied to sign up!

The Youth Group is going to 
Pinstripes for Bocce Ball. on 
Saturday,  February  1 from  2-3 
pm

Cost is $5 to play bocce ball.  

Contact Dawn Schmied to RSVP by Wednes-
day,  January 29 (or for more information.)

Bocce Ball



SILENT AUCTION  ITEMS NEEDED

The Ministry of Youth and Young Adults 
are collecting items to be used in our silent 
auction on March 8th.  We are looking for 
restaurant gift certificates.  Would you be 
willing to take a donation request letter to 
your favorite restaurant?  Please ask in the 
office for a copy of the letter to present.  Most 
restaurants are very willing to make dona-
tions, but need the letter for their records. 
We also need donations of services  - things 
like handyman/woman repairs, computer 
help, yard work, baking, cooking, babysitting, 
etc.), as well as items that can be auctioned.  
Please consider donating to this cause.

   YOUTH NEWS

Please join the 
Youth Group on 

Sunday, March 8th for their Annual Silent Auc-
tion & Brunch in  Fellowship  Hall  after the 
10:15 AM service.  There will be a variety of 
gifts, baskets & something new this year - the 
Youth will be auctioning off their own talents 
to help raise money for their trip to the Nation-
al Youth Event!  This auction will be a one-day 
event, and bidding will begin after the 8:15 
service and  close at the end of  brunch (about 
12:30).

SILENT 

AUCTION

DAMARIS WOMEN’S GROUP 

THURSDAY, FEBRAURY 27TH 

This dining out women’s group will be din-
ing out at Old Republic House Restaurant, 155 
S. Randall Rd. on February 28th  We meet at 
1:00 p.m. for lunch, conversation and a short 
Bible Study.  Please RSVP to Evelyn Johnson.

                                          BOBS 
(BOYS OUT FOR BREAKFAST)

The next meeting of the “BOBs” 
will be February 19th, 8:00am, at Al-
exander’s Café, 1725 N. State Street.  

Join us for good food and great conversation.  

The All Peo-
ples Interfaith 
Food Pantry 
served 17,309 

individuals in 2019.  “Many of the people we 
serve live in the downtown area. They come, 
and we get to know them.  Sometimes they sit 
and visit and become like “family,” said Mary 
Hewitt.  Donations from our congregation have 
been appreciated.  February we will be collect-
ing cereal, and we will have a Love Emoji Cereal  
Election. There will be a chart by the Food Pan-
try Collection box across from the Conference 
Room.   Please vote for the cereal that you love 
to have start your day!  Which cereal will be 
FCC’s Favorite?  Please vote and find out. Emoji

Special “Thank You”
I want to offer my gratitude 

for the Thursday morning book study group 
for their generous contribution of $170 to 
the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in honor of 
my arrival. This fund is used to help those 
who are in desperate times of need by con-
tributing money to pay a portion of their 
rent, utility bills, etc. 

Thank you for your generosity!

Pastor Jesse



February 2 

Greeters .................Janet Kremen/Martin Cedillo
Reader ....................Mary Underhill
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Coffee Hour ..........Pat Segel’s Birthday
Tech Asst. ..............Rich Wagner
Ushers .....................Kirsten Pedersen,
 ...................................Laura McMinn, 
 ...................................Lindsay Iverson, Beth Mitchell
 ...................................Sandy Dalton

SERVING SCHEDULE
February 9

Greeters .................Mary Underhill/Dawn Schmied
Reader ....................Lee Ellsworth
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Tech Asst. ..............William Schultz
Coffee Hour ..........Mission Group Candy Sales
Ushers .....................Ron Carlson, Karen Carlson,
 ...................................Pat Segel, Rich Wagner

February 16

Greeters .................Pat Segel/Shirley May Byrnes
Reader ....................Pam Patterson
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Tech Asst. ..............Dakota Underhill
Coffee Hour ..........
Ushers .....................Amanda Schultz  
                                 Matthew Schultz,,
 ...................................William Schultz,  
 ...................................Liz Schmied. Jocelyn Wagner

February 23

Greeters .................Todd Schmied/Martin Cedillo
Reader ....................Jennifer Green
Sound System ......Don Patterson
Tech Asst. ..............Rich Jacobs
Coffee Hour ..........Barb Burton
Ushers .....................Tom Phillips
 ...................................Dennis Leberecht, Brian Stark 

2/1 Sandy Dalton
2/1 Taylor Stark
2/2 Natalie Underhill
2/3 Rich Wagner
2/4 Elizabeth Sharf
2/5 Kelly Phillips
2/6 Pat Segel
2/6 Kathleen Mau
2/9 Elizabeth Claxton
2/15 Gina Orazi
2/16 Betty Butler
2/16 Evelyn Carlson

2/17 Tom Leith
2/19 Matt Gerber
2/22 Brian Stark
2/23 Eunice Stark
2/23 Mary Underhill
2/25 Vivian Iverson
2/25 Pamela Swan
2/26 Rich Jacobs
2/27 Kenneth Sanderson

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
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