
Journey  with  Jesse

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

   Following the reflective, contemplative weeks of the Lenten sea-
son, culminating in the suffering of Holy Week, we enter the joy-
ous celebration of Easter.  With the heightened anxiety and un-
certainty of the COVID-19 issue, now more than ever it’s crucial 
that we open ourselves to hear and live the Good News of God’s tri-
umph of life over death, love over fear, rejuvenation over stagnation. 

   Throughout Lent we have walked a journey of self-examina-
tion, poised to discover new ways of becoming more alive, awake, 
and attuned to God’s Spirit of renewal.  With Easter, we have now 
come into the pinnacle season of the Church year. Now the em-
powering story of new life proclaims God’s rejuvenating pow-
er of grace, and reminds us that with God all things are possible.  

   Easter inspires and challenges us to think big, not to lim-
it our dreams and hopes to what makes most sense or what has al-
ways worked. In our lives we have been surprised over and over 
again by what God can do and what God’s people have done. 
Through faith, hope, and risking enough to open ourselves to God’s 
dream for the world, we can hold a big vision of what’s possible. 

   In the midst of the current COVID-19 circumstances, it seems 
like the notion of “cancel culture” just took on a whole new mean-
ing! School: canceled. Vacation: canceled. Basketball tournaments 
and sit down restaurants: canceled. Conferences, activities, and 
events of all kinds: canceled. In a matter of days it has gone from 
“wash your hands and cover your cough” to a significant tempo-
rary lifestyle change that most of us haven’t dealt with in our lifetime

   Of all the cancellations, the one that is perhaps most disap-
pointing and unnerving is the cancelling of worship services. 
This seems counterintuitive imember that large social gath-
erings are a hotspot for the spread of disease, and that church 
services can be pretty cozy, as far as personal space goes.

(contd on next pg)

ALL ARE WELCOME

Until further notice

         Pastor Jesse’s Home Office   
Hours for Prayer or Church

 Business Issues

Sunday 10:00am - 12:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am - 12:00pm
Wednesday 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Thursday 10:00am - 12:00pm

Friday 10:00am - 12:00pm
(Pastor Jesse’s Cell: 816-288-

0684)
pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

Regular worship service info and 
Church office hours will be posted 
at aa later date.
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in a time when people are anxious and need community, when people are facing financial uncertainty 
and need support, and when people are fearful and need the comfort of prayer and connection. And yet it’s 
crucial to re

This seems counterintuitive in a time when people are anxious and need community, when people 
are facing financial uncertainty and need support, and when people are fearful and need the comfort 
of prayer and connection. And yet it’s crucial to remember that large social gatherings are a hotspot 
for the spread of disease, and that church services can be pretty cozy, as far as personal space goes. 

Even with all our best efforts to eliminate hand shaking during peace passing, the best way to pro-
tect folks right now is to keep them apart.  It’s sad and painful, especially having to do it in the most 
significant season of the Christian year - Easter. It goes against every impulse of church leaders like 
myself, who proclaim faith in a God who is bigger than human fear.  But sometimes, as difficult as it is, 
suspending in person worship for a time is the responsible, compassionate thing to do.

In the face of the current coronavirus pandemic and all the precautions we’re taking, it’s important 
for us to re-attune ourselves to the hope and joy of the Easter experience in our lives.

In light of this, I want to offer four spiritual principles for us to remember and lean on in this time 
as we approach Easter this month:

1) Check on our neighbors, particularly if they are vulnerable – older neighbors, people already 
sick, neighbors whose kid relies on free school lunches, those not able to stay home from work but 
need childcare... Any time we help someone in our proximity, we’re embodying what the whole gospel 
thing is about, which takes church out of the building and brings it to life for others.

2) Pray for our church family. Send notes online and by mail, make phone calls, all the things that we 
do for shut-ins, do for each other now that we are shut in, so to speak. We are one body able to stay 
connected in spirit, even when that body is not together in the flesh. 

3) Keep giving tithes and offerings. This may seem like a small thing in the grand scheme right now, 
but it matters for keeping our ministry work going. This is a great time to revisit online giving oppor-
tunities (https://fcc-elgin.org/giving/). If you can’t give online, mail in a check, send a carrier pigeon, 
whatever works:) 

4) Practice Sabbath. For some, this shutdown of life as we know it is going to cause significant 
economic hardship. That’s why the first 3 principles are important. For those of us who are able to 
self-quarantine, let’s take the opportunity to recognize that downtime can be a gift, an imposed Sab-
bath to be more still, to be with our family, without the usual rush of places to be and stuff to accom-
plish.  When’s the last time everybody was home for this long? Talk about what you can learn from 
this season. Talk about your blessings. Play a game. Listen to music. It really doesn’t matter. Any of 
these things can be spiritually enriching, since it’s about rest and renewal through connection with 
God and others.

Even though we’ll worship together online, let us open to the joy of Easter. Let us rise into a new 
awareness of God at work in our relationships and world. Let us rise into a renewed faith in the way 
and wisdom of Jesus Christ.  Let us rise into new life, for he is risen indeed!

Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Jesse



April 2020 - This Month in Worship

April 5: Palm Sunday

      Scripture – Matthew 21:1-11
      Sermon – “Jesus’ Jester Justice”

 Song 1 – This Is the Day
 Song 2 – 10,000 Reasons

April 9: Maundy Thursday

 Scripture – John 13:1-5, 12-17; 14:18-21, 25-27
 Sermon – “Remembering What Matters”
 Hymn 1 – What Wondrous Love Is This 
 Hymn 2 – Were You There? 

April 12: Easter Sunday

 Scripture – Matthew 28:1-10
 Sermon – “Resurrection People”
 Hymn 1 – Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee 

 Hymn 2 – Jesus Christ Is Risen Today *Online Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead Commu-
nion liturgy during the online service with the elements. When viewing this Easter worship we invite 
you to participate by using bread and juice (or similar items) in your own home or wherever you are. 
While this certainly doesn’t replace in person Communion, it still enables us to share in the spiritual 
meaning and message of this sacrament. 

April 19: Second Sunday of Easter – Eco-focused Worship

 Scripture – Psalm 33:6-9; John 1:1-5; Revelation 21:3-5
 Sermon – “Called to Cosmos Care”
 Hymn 1 – 
 Hymn 2 – 

April 26: Third Sunday of Easter

 Scripture – John 20:19-31
 Sermon – “Faithful Doubting Thomas”
 Hymn 1 – 
 Hymn 2 – 
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Final Report on Pledges for 2020
I am happy to report good news, better than at the annual meeting, in my final tallying of pledges 

for 2020.  We have 79 pledges, versus 78 in 2019.  That is 11 additional (new) and 10 lost for var-
ious reasons.  The new total is $204,457 which is $1,457 more than we “guesstimated” (could that 
really be a word?) at $203,000.

As of the last report we have taken in more than we have spent, but that will end quite soon with 
the economic and social disruptions at present in our society.  So I hope you will consider sending 
money in to help us not fall behind.  Some ways are more efficient than others, let me spell them 
out to you.

Check in the mail: costs $0.52 and you have to remember to include the check in the envelope!

Donation sent by Vanco: The church pays $20-$30/month and an additional transaction cost is 
added to each donation and billed to the church

Tithely:  the donor adds 3% to the donation or the church receives 3% less.

Let your bank send the donation:  Zero, NO transaction cost, NO postage!! This can also be set 
up on a recurring basis, weekly or monthly on a date of your choosing.  Please consider using this 
method and create an additional $500 that the church receives for mission and not vendor profit.

Next month I will send you the first quarter update on how we are doing.  

As regards the giving of time, please give thought to helping with the pantry downstairs, a daily 
effort, or the Soup Kettle, a weekly effort on Wednesdays as they are missing many older volunteers 
like me who is 69 and cautious, or others who have compromised immune systems.

Thomas Howard
Finance Committee Chairperson

Update From Faith Formation
“If you have a child of Sunday School age, 

you should have received a short survey in your 
email. This is to help the Faith Formation com-
mittee shape our way forward in the coming 
year. Thank you to those who have responded! 
If you haven’t yet had a chance to, please com-
plete the survey. It will only take about 2 min-
utes. If you have any questions, or if you feel 
you should have received one and didn’t,  please 
contact Sally Szudy or Katie Kamenjarin. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to plan any 
activities for youth or children for the time 
being. We miss seeing all our young people 
and are praying that both groups will be 
able to be together soon.”

Food Pantry Update

April Showers of Sticky and Sweet - The All 
Peoples Interfaith Food Pantry helped 487 fami-
lies in February.  1,457 individuals relied on get-
ting food from the Food Pantry.  All the Food Pan-
tries and Soup Kettles have been encouraged to stay 
open during this challenging time with the Coro-
navirus.  Please take health precautions to keep 
you and your family healthy.  During the month of 
April we are asking for sticky donations of peanut 
butter and jelly.  We appreciate your generosity.

ECO Group Update
“All Eco-Group events are cancelled or postponed. 

We will look at rescheduling our solar panel dedica-
tion and other event later this year.”



First Congregational Staff
Rev. Jesse Tanner, Ph.D. .......................................................................................................... Sr. Pastor
Jean Tuohy ......................................................................................................................Music Director
Pam Patterson .................................................................................................Administrative Assistant
Pat Lindquist .................................................................................................. Congregational Associate
Rich Wagner .............................................................................................................   Building Steward

256 E. Chicago St.
Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045

                                                           Website: 

WORSHIP TIMES:
 8:15 & 10:15 a.m.
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4/1 Anna Halfpenny
4/6 Lilianna Noffs
4/8 Betty Brown
4/8 Claire Noland
4/9 Beth Mitchell
4/9 Brian Carlson
4/10 Lori Schultz
4/12 Amanda Schultz
4/12 Dorothy Taylor
4/13 Al Mitchell

4/13 Jocelyn Wagner
4/14 Marilyn Speer
4/14 Mary Kirkman
4/15 Marilyn Kauffman
4/16 Liz Schaaf

  4/16 Curt Perrin
  4/20 Tom Powell
  4/20 Katherine Phillips
  4/21 Jennifer Phillips
  4/22 Pam Widder

  4/22 Diana Castillo
  4/22 MacKenzie Evaristo
  4/23 Maranda Lile
  4/24 Shannon Lile
  4/25 Ron Banwart 
  4/26 Pat Jocius
  4/26 Jon Olimb
  4/28 David Gerber
  4/28 Dennis Turnquist
  4/28 Ethan Sanderson

Dorothy Taylor, a member of our congregation, will celebrate her 99th birthday on April 12th.  Since she is 
living at Highland Oaks, a long-term care facility, visiting restrictions are now in place.  No doubt she would love 
to receive  birthday wishes from her faith family.  Cards to brighten her day can be sent to:
Dorothy Taylor
Highland Oaks
2750 W. Highland Ave.
Elgin, IL 60124

Music Note: Our Spring Celebration of Music series may have been postponed, but we hope to 
present these concerts in a few months, depending on the resolution of the current pandemic crisis. 
The Seraphim Trio and organist David Jonies are eager to reschedule, and we will find a time for Jim 
Hinton and Jonathan Besancon to perform their “Journey Through Nature” recital. The Spring Celebra-
tion may end up being the Fall Celebration, but they will still be excellent performances. In the mean 
time, watch this space. And stay healthy everyone.

Happy April Birthdays


