
Journey  with  Jesse
  ALL ARE WELCOME

Until further notice

         Pastor Jesse’s Home Office   
Hours for Prayer or Church

 Business Issues

Sunday 10:00am - 12:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am - 12:00pm
Wednesday 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Thursday 10:00am - 12:00pm

Friday 10:00am - 12:00pm
(Pastor Jesse’s Cell: 

816-288-0684)
pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

Regular worship service info 
and Church office hours will be 
posted at a later date.

First Congregational  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

256 E. Chicago St., Elgin, IL 60120   -   

847-741-4045   -   www.fcc-elgin.org

Friends in Christ, 

I invite you to join me in praying these words from Philippians 1:3-10 
(NRSV), Paul’s prayer for the Philippians:

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now.   I am confident of this, that the one who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my impris-
onment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  

And this is my prayer:  that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless.”

 Scripture is beautiful and valuable in so many ways.  One of my favorite 
things to do when reading and reflecting on scripture is to keep my eye out 
for passages that I can use in my life as a prayer.  And Paul often writes elo-
quently and prayerfully. In fact, many parts of his letters were prayers writ-
ten for the churches he founded. 

Maybe with a few adaptations, this passage makes a beautiful prayer for a 
church community to pray for each other and the wider community. I want 
you all to know that it is also one of the passages I used in my devotions, as 
I prepared my heart to come and serve with you here as Pastor at FCC. I also 
use it often when I hold our entire congregation in prayer, especially during 
this time of uncertainty and anxiety. It’s powerful that way.

Here’s how I have re-vamped it for my own devotion and prayer time: “God, 
I thank you every time I remember First Congregational Church of Elgin, and 
I constantly lift this congregation up in joy, remembering and celebrating all 
the prayers affirmed here since our beginning in 1836.  

 



MAY 2020 WORSHIP THEMES
May 3: Fourth Sunday of Easter (live-streaming online @ 10:00am)
Scripture – Acts 2:42-47
Sermon – “Being a Comma Community”

*Online Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead Communion liturgy during the online service with the ele-
ments. When viewing this worship we invite you to participate by using bread and juice (or similar items) in your 
own home or wherever you are. While this certainly doesn’t replace in person Communion, it still enables us to 
share in the spiritual meaning and message of this sacrament.

“I know that many pastors and lay leaders have worked together to bring the Gospel good news of your love in Jesus 
Christ to Elgin and surrounding areas.  I hold these dear ones in my heart and lift up a prayer for your Spirit of grace to be 
upon us all.  

“May the compassion and wisdom of Jesus Christ guide us each day. And may the love of Christ fill us up and overflow 
from our lives into the world.  In the peace of Jesus I pray.”

As we transition from Eastertide into Pentecost at the end of the month, may the Spirit of God be upon us all, giving us 
rejuvenation to live the love of Christ in new and maybe even risky ways. I invite you to search the scriptures and create 
your own prayers and meditations – for yourselves, for your families and friends, for FCC, and for our wider community, 
nation, and world.

Prayer is what grounds us in the Spirit and opens us to receiving guidance from God. It’s the foundation and power of 
everything we do in ministry. Prayer truly is the world’s greatest wireless connection!

 

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Jesse

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local congregations. Your 
support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing in new 
ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities.

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new 
ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Most congregations will receive 
the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday,  May 31st, 2020.



We encourage you to add or update your profile in the online church directory.  
Instructions are below.  If you have difficulty logging in please email pam@fcc-elgin.
org or l.rothlisberger@comcast.net for help.

Here are the instructions:

To access the directory online on your computer or phone:

1. On your computer, go to our website fcc-elgin.org and click on the section called ABOUT.  On your phone, go to our 
website, click on the blue box with 3 lines that appears above the picture of the church.  Click on the word ABOUT.

2. Click on the Member Directory. On your phone you will scroll down to the end of the opening paragraphs to find Mem-
ber Directory.

3.  Enter in your User Name and Password:

 User Name: FirstLast or firstlast (your first and last name as they appear in the directory.  This is not case sensitive..

 Password: john316 (you may change when you login)

4. Press Go

Use the “My Profile” tab to update your information in the directory:

Once you have logged in with your username and password above, we encourage you to change your password.  Under 
the “My Profile” tab, enter your new password in the password field and click update.  (Your password is encrypted and 
will not be visible to directory administrators.) NOTE: you cannot update your profile on your phone, only from a computer.

Other Instructions for VIEWING the directory on your Android phone, iPhone or iPad: 

You can download the free mobile app from the App Store or Google Play by searching Online Church Directory and 
choosing CTRN or using the following links:  

iPhone app:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ctrn-mobile/id571416099?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4

Android app:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.liebermantechnologies.ctrnmobile

After you download the app, enter our church’s mobile privacy code: fcc-elgin

Using the online directory:

To find information about a family, use the alphabet pad to open that portion of the alphabet.  Scroll to find the family. 
The picture you see will be the family picture and will have basic information.  If you want to find an email address or cell 
phone number scroll down to the individual members’ pictures and click on the person whose information you want.

You may edit any part of YOUR profile using your computer but not the mobile app.  After changing whatever informa-
tion needs changing, be sure to click UPDATE and the change will be permanent.

You may change your photo(s) by choosing CHANGE PICTURE and UPLOAD NEW PHOTO.  Choose any photo you have in 
your digital file.  Once uploaded you can crop or rotate your photo.  When it meets your approval, click SAVE.

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO MAKE CHANGES YOURSELF OR IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE DOWNLOADING THE 
APP., PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.



NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Recently, it has become apparent to the Faith Formation Team, Pastor Jesse, and Council that there is an impend-

ing issue in our Sunday School program here at FCC that the congregation should be aware of. Recently, there have 
been fewer people interested in stepping up to teach Sunday School than in the past, which puts the Christian Edu-
cation program and leaders in a difficult situation. How do we continue offering spiritual education and enrichment 
for our youth each Sunday throughout the school year when there are fewer people interested in teaching? What 
are our options moving forward so that we can cultivate new volunteers and teachers to provide our youth with the 
mentorship and spiritual formation that is so crucial in their coming of age? 

Pastor Jesse and the Faith Formation Team are actively working on ideas and solutions that will work for the up-
coming Sunday School year 2020-2021, and will host a Discovery Hour over the summer when we’re able to meet in 
person and have good attendance. The purpose of this Discovery Hour will be to 1) continue to inform the congre-
gation on the ideas and possible solutions the Faith Formation Team has been working on, and 2) to ask for support 
from the congregation with putting into practice the ideas and plans moving forward. If you have any questions in 
the meantime, please contact Pastor Jesse.

DROP-OFF COMMUNION 
During our practice of social distancing we have been sharing in Communion led online 

through virtual liturgy and blessing, using bread and drink in our own homes or wherever 
we are participating. However, there are congregants who don’t have internet access or the 
technology to be able to join us for Communion. In order to make the sacrament available 
for these folks, Pastor Jesse will be doing Drop-off Communion on Sunday May 17th. 

That morning between 10:00am and noon, Pastor Jesse will deliver pre-packaged Com-
munion elements (see picture), with a personal written blessing from him, to a list of mem-

bers who aren’t able to join online and aren’t in nursing home care facilities (which are in much stricter lock-down). 
He will place the Communion package on the doorstep and knock or ring the bell so they know it has arrived.

If someone you know is unable to access online services and isn’t in a nursing home or long-term care facility, 
please let them know about this opportunity and ask if they would like to receive Drop-off Communion that morn-
ing. Then contact Pastor Jesse or the church office by email or phone, so we can put together a list of people to serve. 

FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN
 Food For Greater Elgin recently received a $150,000 emergency loan from the City of Elgin in the face of a 

sizable cash shortfall and increased demand due to the COVID-19 pandemic (https://www.dailyherald.com/
news/20200323/elgin-gives-150k-emergency-loan-to-food-pantry). However, they will continue to need support 
from community members like ourselves. If you are interested in giving and haven’t already, please consider contrib-
uting directly to their website (http://www.foodforgreaterelgin.org/donate/) or Interim Director Michael Mont-
gomery’s Facebook fundraiser (https://www.facebook.com/donate/259622298371088/).

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING!
A huge Thank You to all who contributed to this special offering during the month of March.  Together we collect-

ed $1,729.12. 



CHURCH COUNCIL VIRTUAL RETREAT - MAY 16TH 9:00-11:00
The church council plans to hold its bi-annual retreat via a number of shorter virtual sessions, starting on Sat-

urday May 16th from 9:00-10:00.   All are welcome.   If you are interested in joining, please let Pastor Jesse (pas-
torjesse@fcc-elgin.org) or Moderator, Sherri Goodlove (maxsonsherri@yahoo.com) know of your interest so that we 
can email you the log in details.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY POSTPONED
At the end of each school year, we usually celebrate those youth who have decided to be confirmed into the church by 

including and honoring them during a Sunday worship service. Well, this year is a bit different, as you can imagine. Rather 
than including it in one of our online services, we have decided to postpone Confirmation Sunday until we are worshiping 
in person again. During a future Sunday service, perhaps over the summer, we will show our care and support for our Con-
firmands in their spiritual formation. 

GRADUATION SUNDAY - JUNE 7TH
It’s that time of the year when we celebrate our 8th grade and High School graduates, as well as our awesome Sunday 

School volunteer teachers! This recognition and blessing will occur during our June 7th worship service. If we are still not 
worshiping in person, we will hold it during the live-streaming Communion service that Sunday. Please email or call the 
church office and let us know if you have an 8th grade, high school, or college graduate in your family so we can recognize 
and bless them that day.

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
As part of our Memorial Day weekend worship services, we will remember those among us who died in war for our 

country. Memorial Day is about commemorating those who made the ultimate sacrifice. If you know of family or friends 
who died in military service, please let the church office know and we will include them in our remembrances that Sunday 
during online worship.

SOLAR PROJECT UPDATE.
Now that the flat roof replacement on the education wing of the building is complete, Kapital Electric is working with the 

City of Elgin to finalize the building permit required for the installation of our solar energy system.  We are thinking that 
installation can begin sometime in mid May and be completed by mid June.  Hoping to be fully powered by the sun in June.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Soup Kitchen: Donate extra grocery bags or bottled water. Drop off at church or contact Barbara Burton

Food Pantry: Open 3 days per week, M, W, TR 930-1130 and needs a few extra volunteers. Contact Mary Hewitt Dona-
tions also needed, please drop off at church.

Food for Greater Elgin: Seeking volunteers to deliver food to seniors. Lift 20-40lbs. They are also seeking donations.  If 
you can help please contact Dennis Leberecht (847-778-2057) or email to dleberecht@sbcglobal.net.



First Congregational Staff
Rev. Jesse Tanner, Ph.D. .......................................................................................................... Sr. Pastor

Jean Tuohy ......................................................................................................................Music Director

Pam Patterson .................................................................................................Administrative Assistant

Pat Lindquist .................................................................................................. Congregational Associate

Rich Wagner .............................................................................................................   Building Steward

256 E. Chicago St.
Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045

                                                           Website: 

WORSHIP TIMES:
 8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

Notice of Passing

Former FCC member Michel Barbezat died on March 29, 2020.  He was well-known in Elgin for his work 
in the Human Services Department at ECC, where he developed programs in gerontology and substance 
abuse counselor training.  He was active in many community and academic organizations. Many at FCC will 
remember Mich for his compassion, faith, incredible life experience, and erudition. His immediate survi-
vors are his wife Mary, sons Dan and Michael, and brother Gil. His obituary can be found at:    

                       http://www.lairdfamilyfuneralservices.com/obituaries-detail.php?obit_id=4563       

5/2 Alessandra Castillo  5/12  Charlotte Norman   5/20 Rita Phillips
5/3 Erik Iverson  5/16  John Kamenjarin    5/25 Ronald Carlson
5/5 Thomas Lenz   5/18  Calynn Jiacomin    5/27 Mary Hewitt
5/5 Adin Swan   5/18  Brett Szudy    5/31 Larry Rothlisberger
5/7 Patrick Lile   5/19 Lorri Powell    5/31 Alex Halfpenny
5/11  William Schultz  5/19 Jodie Stackowiak

VACATION WEEK

Pastor Jesse will take one of his vacation weeks from Monday May 4 through Sun-
day May 10. There will be no home office hours during this time, and he will record 
the May 10th worship service the previous week so that it’s still posted and available 
for viewing. 


