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Pastor Jesse;s Office 
Hours are:

Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm
Wednesday 11:00am-4:00pm

Thursday 9:00am-1:00pm
Friday 9:00am-4:00pm

 
(Pastor Jesse’s Cell: 

816-288-0684)

pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

Regular Church office hours 
are:

Mon.-Thurs 8:00am-4:00pm

Friday 8:00am-12:00 noon
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Summer 2020

Ah, it’s starting to actually feel like Spring, even Summer! Weather getting warm-
er, flowers blooming, leaves filling out the trees, barbeques, etc. Except it’s the 
social distancing version of appreciating all this, right? It feels strange to not be 
able to go and do all the activities we’re normally used to doing this time of year.

Even though COVID-19 has brought a lot of challenge, inconvenience, and dis-
appointment, we still have so much for which to be grateful. We often associ-
ate thanksgiving with November, but there’s a lot to be thankful for always, and 
summer is a nice time to remember. 

According to a medieval legend, God once sent two angels to the 
earth on a special mission, with each one of them carrying a bas-
ket.   One angel was assigned to gather up all of the prayers of petition, 
and the other was assigned to gather up all of the prayers of thanksgiving.

The first angel returned very quickly, and her basket was filled to overflowing with 
requests. “Ah, yes,” reported this angel, “the people of God have remembered well 
the Bible’s counsel: ‘Ask, and you shall receive.’ ”   Yet the second angel was gone 
a long time, and when she finally returned, her basket was nearly empty. “I had 
a  hard time finding people who pray prayers of  thanksgiving,” she  said quietly.

Like everyone else, I have plenty of petitions to place in the first angel’s bas-
ket, things I’d like to have or see done. Some of these include a petition for 
peace with justice around our nation and world, especially in the face of a 
pandemic and economic crisis. I have a petition that God will inspire and 
empower each of us to be part of the solution, grounded in the spirit of God 
in Christ. I have a petition that every aspect of our ministry here at FCC will 
clearly seek to cultivate a truly Big Tent Christianity, where people of all 
backgrounds, perspectives, and identities come for spiritual sustenance.

At the same time, I don’t want to neglect the second angel’s basket, as we are all 
often tempted to do. I want to give thanks for a God who steadfastly refuses to give 
up on any of us, a God who is forever and always at work for good: forming, reform-
ing, and transforming the world, the church, and every human heart. I want to 
give thanks for the privilege of being called – with all Christians – to not be passive 
spectators but active participants in the ongoing struggle for peace and compas-
sion in our personal relationships, our neighborhoods, our nation, and our world. 

(contd on pg. 2)
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I want to give thanks for the strength God graciously promises us in the midst of our strug-
gles.  And I want to give thanks for our community of faith here at FCC, even with all our flaws, be-
ing the Church here in this place, seeking to learn, laugh, live, and love together in Christ.
Yes, I have my petitions, for sure. But I also have my prayers of thanksgiving. This Summer, as we begin gradually 
re-opening the church and other parts of our society, let us also re-open our hearts and hands to God in Christ. Let 
us re-open ourselves to all the blessings (including challenges that turn into blessings) that God is working in our 
lives. 

Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Jesse

This Month in Worship

June 7:  Trinity Sunday (live streaming online @ 10:00 am)
Scripture reading: Matthew 25:34-40
Sermon:  “Jesus’ Way of Justice””

*Online Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead Communion liturgy during the online service with the elements. 
When viewing this worship we invite you to participate by using bread and juice (or similar items) in your own 
home or wherever you are. While this certainly doesn’t replace in person Communion, it still enables us to share in 
the spiritual meaning and message of this sacrament.

June 14: Second Sunday After Pentecost 
 Scripture – Romans 7:14-25a 
 Sermon – “Beyond Our Inner Zombie”

June 21: Third Sunday After Pentecost (also Father’s Day)
 Scripture – Luke 15:11-32
 Sermon –  “Parable of the Awesome Father”

June 28: Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
 Scripture – Matthew 22:36-40
 Sermon –  “Faith and Patriotism”

FCC-E VITALITY SURVEY      -    SHARE YOUR OPINION BY JUNE 7TH

If you haven’t already done so, please give us your feedback on the vitality of FCC Elgin.  Results will be 
shared in mid-June at an online Discovery Session.  Help us continue to improve and grow.  Survey is confi-
dential and only takes 5 minutes.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3K7RHFX



SUMMER BIBLE STUDY - GOSPEL OF MARK

Mark was the first of our Gospels in the New Testament to be written, and has a unique style and tone. While 
it often isn’t named as people’s favorite, most scholars think it holds special historical significance when look-
ing at Jesus’ life and ministry. 

Join Pastor Jesse for an 8-week online study of the Gospel of Mark! We will explore the portrait of Jesus that 
the Gospel of Mark paints and discover how the Jesus of history connects with the Christ of faith today. We will 
also focus especially on themes of Christian identity and discipleship that are prominent in Mark, as well as 
our own spirituality. 

8 Weeks: June 10 - July 29, 2:00-3:00pm
Zoom Info to Login: 

Meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84420195399?pwd=M2JlQjNvRENrWFJzdWczQ1dZcEQ5Zz09
Meeting ID: 844 2019 5399

Password: 017881
One tap mobile

+13126266799,,84420195399#,,1#,017881# US (Chicago)

Week 1: June 10 (Mark 1-2)
Intro and background
“Popularity Breeds Contempt”

Week 2: June 17 (Mark 3-4:34)
“What Kind of Kingdom?”

Week 3: June 24 (Mark 4:35-6:29)
“Jesus’ Care and Compassion”

Week 4: July 1 (Mark 6:30-8:26)
“Dense Disciples”

Week 5: July 8 (Mark 8:27-10)
Identity matters
“Who is he? Who are we?”

Week 6: July 15 (Mark 11-13)
Into Jerusalem
“A Healthy Insomnia”

Week 7: July 22 (Mark 14-15)
Road to the Cross
“A Soldier’s Epiphany”

Week 8: July 29 (Mark 16:1-8, and 8:22-26)
“An Empty Tomb and a Short Ending



FAITH FORMATION
“Faith Formation is continuing to look at how Sunday School classes will be structured for when we are able 

to return to church.   We will be exploring how we can plan activities for the youth and teens, depending on how 
Illinois moves forward in reopening.  

To the junior high/high school teens and families - please complete the Google Form Survey when you receive 
it.  Stay healthy and safe! We look forward to seeing  you soon.

Graduation Sunday - June 7th

It’s that time of the year when we celebrate our 8th grade, High School  and college 
graduates, as well as our awesome Sunday School volunteer teachers! This recognition 
and blessing will occur during our June 7th worship service. If we are still not worship-
ing in person, we will hold it during the live-streaming Communion service that Sun-
day. Please email or call the church office and let us know if you have an 8th grade, high 
school, or college graduate in your family so we can recognize and bless them that day.

OUR GRADUATES
8th Grade:  Liam Szudy

High School:  William Schultz  Bartlett High School
   Dakota Underhill  Jacobs High School
   Claire Noland   Elgin Academy
   Aidan Garcia   South Elgin High School

College:  Emilie Kottmeier  Elmhurst College
   Kent Vincent Green  Northwestern University
    Parker (Gabriella) Stocksdale Knox College  

FCC STEPS UP!
FCC members and family are hard at work to help our community  during this crisis.-  For example:  Gina 

Orazi’s son Kent helped his 3D printing company (Fastradius, in Chicago) design and manufacture washable, 
reusable face shields for healthcare workers. 

 Laura McMinn is glad to be back at her dental office, where she is implementing new disinfecting and 
booking procedures to keep patients safe. 

 Roman Castillo’s packaging company is providing antiseptics and plastic bags for toxic materials to many 
hospitals. His son, Mateo, is helping the cities of Houston, Dallas, and NE Texas to secure their FEMA Covid-19 
funds. 

 Karen McGuire, NP, has volunteered with the Kane County Public Health Department to be a contact trac-
er, and is currently in month-long training for this.  We appreciate these individuals for their efforts!  

We thank all FCC members who are working diligently and volunteering faithfully at this time, and you are 
invited to share what you or a family member is doing; we can learn much from each other!  Please email news 
to share to Jennifer Green at jennifergreen56@gmail.com.



FCC Church Council Update
 

As previously shared, we have prioritized with Pastor Jesse our Christian education, mission outreach (esp. 
marketing and communications) and worship as key focus areas to help us with our engagement and growth 
plans.  In May we held a virtual mini-retreat to discuss challenges and solutions. As identified by the council, 
one of the critical area of concern is a lack of volunteers and trained leaders to help us execute key programs. 
An obvious answer is to grow our congregation thereby increasing our volunteer pool. We need a number of 
those programs delivered now so that we can grow. 

    A few of our immediate solutions include:

    - Getting laser focused on our mission and having fewer programs with greater impact.
    

   - Provide volunteer training, especially for Christian education, and creating more short-term volun-
      teer opportunities and ad hoc committees vs long term commitments.

  -  Provide opportunities for members to get to know one another better through various ways
     (sharing stories, breaking-bread etc).  We also want to better match the skills and gifts of people with   
     our mission opportunities

 -  Continue with our digital engagement and provide “on demand” services in addition to in person ser-
    vices post-pandemic.  We are working with Governance and Finance leaders to create a new staff role to  
    help Pastor Jesse modernize and reach new audiences through online marketing, communications and  
    worship. Above all, we want to ensure our congregation feels nurtured, cared for and passionate  about  
    our  mission and the work that we do as the body of Christ.  Stay tuned as we continue to update you on  
    these efforts  as well as the logistics of our FCC Reopen plans that Pastor Jesse and a special task group 
   are working on.

- Until then, I encourage you to stay engaged and share your thoughts:

 - Take our 5 minute FCC Vitality Survey

 (Link:https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3K7RHFX)

  - Join our Zoom Discovery and Fellowship meeting on Sunday, June 14th at 9:30 a.m.

   Share your thoughts and opinions with me, Pastor Jesse or one of the At-Large FCC Council members

   (Janet Aldred, Mary Hewitt, John Dalton or Jennifer Green)· 

-   Read:  7 Ways to Grow Church Attendance by Increasing Engagement 

https://careynieuwhof.com/7-ways-grow-church-attendance-increasing-engagement/



                              Text Message Alerts - Opt-in

     You can receive text messages from FCC and Pastor Jesse on your phone  about weekly 
worship services and other opportunities by clicking on this  link: https://slkt.io/6tnh. Just 
click on the link and send the auto-generated text to  us to opt-in. It’s an easy, simple way to 
stay connected!

           ONLINE GIVING

If you’d like to give to the church online, you can do so through our giving provider Tithe.ly by click-
ing on the button “Click Here to Give.” You can give with or without an account and you can make 
a one time or recurring gift. If you’d like to make your gift a monthly or weekly recurring gift you 
can do so by clicking on the “Automated Gift” button and setting the giving schedule you’d like.

Giving directly from your bank account is a cost free way to contribute as there are no 
fees.  Giving this way is also easily scheduled from one time to regularly recurrent giving.

         Virtual Congregational Discovery and Fellowship
        Sunday, June 14th at 9:30 a.m.

Pastor Jesse Tanner and Moderator, Sherri Goodlove invite you to a virtual congrega-
tional discovery hour on Sunday, June 14th at 9:30 a.m.  During this time we’d like to 
provide you updates on a number of topics including the results of the FCC vitality 
survey, progress on  priority focus areas, upcoming 2021 planning sessions and re-
opening FCC in Phase 4.  We also want to hear your questions and provide time for 
fellowship and sharing with one another. 
You can join us via your computer on our Zoom meeting or call in from your phone.    

                 Details are below.

First Congregational FCC-E is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.     
Topic: Congregational Discovery Time         Time: Jun 14, 2020 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada)   

 Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82558801365?pwd=bkl0M2RsMGdVeHVFL3VlaUR1ZmxEdz09

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Soup Kitchen: Donate extra grocery bags or bottled water. Drop off at church or contact Barbara Burton

Food Pantry: Open 4 days per week, M, T, TR. F 930-1130 and needs a few extra volunteers. Contact Mary Hewitt. 
Donations also needed, please drop off at church.

Food for Greater Elgin: Seeking volunteers to deliver food to seniors. Lift 20-40lbs. Contact Sherri Goodlove for 
details. (maxsonsherri@yahoo.com). Cash donations are also accepted.



SAVE THE DATE 
Worship & Church Picnic

August 30th

 Mark your calendars now for our exciting end-
of-summer Church Picnic. The date is August 30th 
with worship at 10:15 am at Lord’s Park East Pavil-
ion (across from Lord’s Park Zoo) followed by a pic-
nic (bring a dish to pass) and an afternoon of fun. Please 
contact the church office for more information or to 
volunteer your time. Be sure to watch for more details.

     Food for Greater Elgin - Food Delivery for Senior Citizens 

Food for Greater Elgin, Senior Services, and other community organizations are working to-
gether to help feed senior citizens in need in the Elgin area. We are organizing three food box 
delivery efforts. Volunteer delivery drivers are needed on Friday, June 12 and 26th from 1:30 
– 3:00 p.m.  This service project may only take 30 minutes for you if you sign-up to deliver 
only 2 boxes. You can also elect to deliver 4 boxes or 6+ boxes, which, of course would take 
longer. For more information and to volunteer please use the following SignUpGenius link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A49A9AC29A6F49-food

Please reach out to Dennis Leberecht at (847) 778-2057 / dleberecht@sbcglobal.net or Mike Kuhn of Food 
for Greater Elgin at 224-242-3375.

Senior Meals - Kane County Senior  Services

Kane County Senior Services (https://www.kaneseniorcouncil.org) has received an emergency grant from the 
state to provide frozen meals to seniors. They’re establishing weekly frozen meal pick-up sites, as opposed to the 
traditional home drop-off model of Meals on Wheels. 

One pick up location is in downtown Elgin and another is scheduled to be St. Paul’s UCC Church parking lot at 
40W720 Plank Rd. There are only two requirements to receive meals: 1) you are 60 or older, and 2) a resident of 
Kane county. 

This frozen meal program will run for 4-6 weeks and may be renewed. The weekday and pick-up time will be 
announced within 72 hours of us receiving 40 applications. Due to the unprecedented nature of the pandemic, 
only the highlighted parts of the application are required. The signature is NOT necessary. An ID is NOT required at 
the time of pick-up. A spouse, family or friend can pick-up for another individual. There is no limit per household.

You can register three ways:
1. Complete the Participant Enrollment Form (https://s3.amazonaws.com/…/KSC_COVID-19_Enrollment_-_

April_…) and email it to St. Paul’s Church office at stpauls4me@yahoo.com. Or call and  intake staff will take 
application information over phone: 847-628-6118, Mon-Thurs, 9:00 am-1:00 pm.

2. Print, fill-in, scan, and email the form to the St. Paul’s Church office at stpauls4me@yahoo.com
3. Mail your application to St. Paul’s Church office at 12N268 Switzer Rd, Elgin, IL 60124
4. Thanks to the leadership at St. Paul’s UCC for sharing with us so we too can participate in this ministry!
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Creative Giving: Your Will…or, Not!

In my 23 years as a Financial Advisor nothing has frustrated me more than folks 
who do not have wills.  Everybody complains about paying tax but often neglects to 
avoid the easiest tax to not pay, “the death tax.”  When someone dies without a will 
or trust, everything outside what is stipulated in those documents gets taxed as the 
property goes through probate.  There is one exceptions to this, qualified accounts 
with accurate beneficiary designations.

Wills and trusts do not have to be expensive and  often cost less than the tax your estate will pay on 
your house alone if you die with it being registered as owned by joint tenants with rights of survivorship, 
as are most homes owned by couples. 

Are you worth more than $100,000?  You are that wealthy if you own a home which means a trust 
can be a money saver when your estate passes through probate.  $100,000 is all the state will let you 
own tax free at death, if you do not have all the rest in a trust. And remember, a trust is a “bucket,” a 
wonderful thing to have, but if you do not put anything in it, you have wasted your money in buying 
one.  Homes, bank accounts, even vehicles, are things that should be held in the name of your trust.

So, what about the church?  Many of us save for possible large expenses in our senior years, like assist-
ed living or nursing homes.  If we are in the lucky majority who avoid these expenses, we die with lots of 
unspent money which could do a lot of good in our community which we would have done while alive, if 
we knew we were not going to need all of our savings.  So please consider putting the church in your will.

At First UCC we are blessed with many who have done so, as with the Jan Embree fund for Christian Educa-
tion and the Paul Jehle fund for missions and outreach.  People who leave money for the ministry of a church 
correctly understand the wisdom of Jesus who said, “render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and unto God 
that which is God’s.”  Truth be told, I think the IRS has enough of my money, but the church can do with more!

There are other ways to use gifting that we will explore in the future like “charitable pool 
trusts” which can be used by a will or while we are alive.
Tom Howard, Stewardship


