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Journey with Jesse

Welcome!
A six-year-old girl and her four-year-old brother were sitting
together during church service. The brother giggled, sang, and
talked out loud the whole time.
Finally, his big sister had enough, “You’re not supposed to talk
out loud in church.” Why? Who’s going to stop me?” he asked defiantly. His sister pointed to the back of the church and said, “See
those two people standing by the door? They’re hushers.”
Sometimes people think that their voice and viewpoint is
something that they shouldn’t share in church, whether it’s in
worship or on a committee or during a class or Bible study. However, as Paul reminds us about our life together, one of the most
important things about Christian community is the ability for us
to communicate with each other in openness, honesty, and respect, “Let everyone of you speak truth to his neighbor.” (Ephesians 4:25).

Dialogue in a community of faith is so crucial. Dialogue is not
debate, which is a zero-sum game. And it’s not mere discussion
either, which is simply sharing information about things. Dialogue involves a mutual respect that honors the humanity and
perspective of the other person. The back-and-forth movement
of open, honest, and respectful dialogue clears the way for the
light, life, and love of Christ to shine through in our thoughts,
words, and deeds.
During the past few months, thanks to the coronavirus, we’ve
learned a few things, haven’t we? We’ve learned new terminology, like “essential workers,” “COVID-19,” “social distancing,”
“COVID-fatigue,” etc. We’ve learned not to take things for granted: worshipping in the sanctuary, visits with family and friends,
hugs, spontaneous shopping trips, even toilet paper.
contd. on pg 2

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

We may have learned a lot about ourselves and
loved ones as we’ve spent more time alone or isolated with our families. We’ve learned to more
consciously appreciate healthcare workers, teachers, grocery workers, and the many necessary
people who work to make our daily life happen.
We’ve learned that our life is inter-dependent.

As people of faith called to love God, our neighbor,
and ourselves, it’s important that we stay committed to doing what’s right and to continue finding
ways of caring for one another, however we can.
This is a communal effort, that all of us must engage
in, albeit in different ways and at different levels.
While dialogue is important in church life always,
it’s especially important in this new strange time of
COVID, when it’s all too easy to slip into disconnection.

Some of you I get to connect with in worship each
week, others in Zoom meetings on committees or
Council, and others in phone calls and texts messages when you reach out for support. As soon as I
arrived (only 7 months ago, believe it or not), just
a few weeks later so did COVID. And this has made
it extremely challenging as a pastor coming into
a new call and congregation. I haven’t been able to
meet everyone and make connections and build
rapport as I normally would before the pandemic.
Even with the uncertainty and frustration, the firm
foundation set by generations of past FCC saints and our
open-minded, compassion-hearted presence today is
the spiritual strength that will move us through this
tough time into new avenues of good, grace, and growth.

I look forward to continuing the ongoing dialogue of faith in community that has been
happening here since our founding in 1836.
Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Jesse

This Month in Worship
Sept. 6: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 5:38-48
Sermon: “Loving Enemies? Being Perfect?”		
		
*Online Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead
Communion liturgy during the online service with
the elements. When viewing this worship we invite
you to participate by using bread and juice (or similar
items) in your own home or wherever you are. While
this certainly doesn’t replace in person Communion,
it still enables us to share in the spiritual meaning
and message of this sacrament.
Sept. 13: Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Titus 2:11-13
Sermon: “Loving the Hell Out of Each Other”
Sept. 20: Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16
Sermon: “Getting God’s Gracious Giving”

Sept 27: Seventeenth Sunday ater Pentecost
Scripture: Luke14:15-24
Sermon: “Idols of Certainty and Satisfaction”

The Faith Formation Team
is excited to start a new year
of Sunday School! We are
kicking off the year with
Rally Day on September 13,
2020 during worship by offering a blessing for kids,
teachers, and parents, as
well as in-person Sunday
School activities.

Because cultivating the
spiritual formation of our
youth is so important, and because of the challenges that COVID-19 has posed, we have spent all Summer planning, and then altering plans as circumstances change.
Before COVID, and especially now during it, there has been very little response from the congregation to
volunteer to teach or help with Sunday School. We currently have no teachers for the Pre-K/K and Elementary
classes. Therefore we aren’t able to offer a weekly program each Sunday for those age levels. However, Anna
Cannone and Paul Stocksdale will teach the Middle and High School class again this year.
The tentative plan for 2020-2021:
Pre-K and Elementary

Family Sunday School Online:

- First Sunday each month (starting September) we will offer an online Family Sunday School class via Zoom
after worship at 11:00am, facilitated by Pastor Jesse and other leaders in the church. This class will focus on
helping parents and grandparents 1) get back to the basics of our Christian faith, and 2) explore how to discuss
beliefs and practices with our kids and grandkids.
The teachings will be simple and straightforward, similar to the Children’s Message during worship, and focused on how to engage our kids in Christian teaching and spirituality. The whole family is welcome to attend!
In-Person Sunday School:

- Second Sunday each month (starting September) we will offer an in-person Sunday School event, coordinated by Katie Kamenjarin and others.
Middle and High School

Each Sunday of the month will be a different activity for the youth:
1st Sunday: with family for entire service

2nd Sunday: typical class with Anna and Paul

3rd Sunday: youth do a service project in church or out in the community

4th Sunday: devotional time after worship with Pastor Jesse, focusing on message, music, and prayer
5th Sunday: with family for entire service

While Sunday School will be quite different this year, we’re committed to cultivating the spiritual education,
formation, and enrichment of our youth, who aren’t simply the future of the church, but an integral part of the
church here and now.
Grace and peace,

Faith Formation Team and Pastor Jesse

Greetings from the FCC Church Council,
Over the course of the last few months, one constant has emerged in our
council discussions – how do we stay connected to, engage with and care for
one another?  It is challenging.  We know anxieties for many are higher than
normal given current economic, health and societal issues.  This is a time
when our faith and fellowship is needed more than ever.   

In addition, while these are turbulent and transformative times in our nation, as a church, we sense
changes happening as well. Programs once cherished are being reconsidered, reimagined and some removed.  Volunteers who have been in ministry positions for many years are stepping back making way for
new leaders to bring forth new ideas and energy.
We are preparing to hold our annual All-Church Planning meeting on Saturday, Sept 25th. And our focus for our 2020-2021 program development and strategies will be on the immediate needs of our congregation and community, ensuring we stay a strong, unified and engaged congregation. We welcome
anyone interested to attend this meeting.

These are challenging times. But rather than fear change, we hope for our future.  Rather than criticize
what is, we embrace what is as necessary for our growth.   Rather than recoil, we open up to action.  This
is a time to deepen our relationships with one another as the body of Christ.  It will take all of us stepping
up and participating.  It will require we let go of our expectations of the FCC of the past and embrace a
future even better than any one of us can imagine.  
Can we count on you to join us on this journey?

As a reminder, council minutes and monthly financial documents cane be found as a link in the Weekly
Email Blast. Please check out the Church Council Updates below.
Blessings,

Sherri Goodlove

FCC Elgin Church Council, Moderator

FCC Church Council Updates
·

****

July Council Retreat: In July the council held its 2nd virtual retreat focused on two topics:

o Engaging our congregation in our mission: The council discerned that it may be time to review our
current mission statement to ensure its relevancy to our lives today as it is over 15 years old. An ad hoc
team will be formed in the future to provide the council with their recommendations.
o Caring for our members: How we care for one another and what pastoral care looks like at FCC now
that we are down to one minister was another focus area. We have heard a number of times that you want
to know how one another are doing. Mary Kirkman offered to help outline our approach and develop a
process with Pastor Jesse and Wendy Breitmeyer. They will be coming back to us soon with their recommendations which will then be shared with everyone.
(						
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· Finance We continue to perform well to the budget that was put forth at our Annual meeting. Pledges
are holding strong and on track. Our operating expenses are down slightly making our 2020 outlook favorable to what we anticipated. Thank you to our treasurer, Kurt Neumann for his ongoing diligence and Judy
Leith and Pam Patterson for managing daily transactions.

Tom Howard has resigned from his position as Finance Chair as he and Terry move out of state at the end
of the month. We are grateful for all of Tom’s contributions. If you are interested leading this ministry,
please let us know. In addition, we need a volunteer to work with Pastor Jesse on our stewardship, helping
him coordinate this year’s campaign. Please let the office know if you can help in either capacity.
·
Mission Outreach has been busy under Anna Mitchell Cannone’s leadership. With many of the 2020
events canceled due to COVID, the ministry is reviewing with the Environmental Ad Hoc team programs for
the back half of 2020. They are also discussing racial injustice and will engage in the homelessness issue in
Elgin, considering ways to engage FCC and its members.
Pastor Jesse is actively interviewing candidates for the marketing specialist position which we hope to
have filled this fall. This person will assist him with the video and technology needed to live -stream worship along with a host of communications, digital and online strategies.
And Mission Grants opened up grant applications in July focused on three core areas: income inequality,
environment and criminal justice reform. When the new marketing person joins we hope to begin a series
of communications on how our past grants have been used. It is very inspiring to hear the impact our grant
funds have on people.

· Faith Formation , led by Sally Szudy, has been actively assessing and reconstructing its programming.
Given we have no volunteers to teach Sunday School, Pastor Jesse and the ministry team have redesigned
Sunday School. As it stands now, on the 1st Sunday of each month starting in September, Pastor Jesse and
others will lead an online Family Sunday School with parents and children on a variety of faith topics. On
the 2nd Sunday of each month, they will also hold an in-person Sunday School class for all elementary age
children, similar to Frog Friday in the past.. A reminder that if you are interested in teaching Sunday School,
but concerned you don’t know how, Pastor Jesse will provide you with training.
Our middle schoolers and young adults have an exciting year ahead thanks to Anna Mitchell-Cannone
and Paul Stockdale who have put together an excellent program agenda.

· Buildings and Maintenance Our solar project is complete as we await Commonwealth Edison to complete their interconnection, the final component of the project. Stay tuned as we celebrate this major accomplishment as Elgin’s first solar church! A big thank you to former moderator, Dennis Leberecht, who has
followed this project through to completion. In addition, the Paul Turk and team continue to take great care
of our building and grounds, including deep cleaning and sanitation of common areas to keep us healthy.

·
Music Ministry, led by John Schlomann, has adjusted to “church without a choir” by providing song
leaders at our worship service. They are also exploring new music styles and seek new members, especially
our younger generation, to provide input. Organ maintenance has been completed and hand bells are next
up.

·
Worship has been held in-person since July. Sandy Dalton and her team have made a number of adjustments to provide a safe environment for our in-person worship service. Between 20 and 60 individuals
have been attending regularly while others continue to watch the online video from their homes. Pastor
Jesse and team continue to work on the live streaming technical issues with the hope that church can be
broadcast online at the same time very soon. Stay tuned!
Our Members-At-Large - Janet Aldred, Jennifer Green, John Dalton and Mary Hewitt - continue to provide
us with your feedback and represent the congregational voice on a number of topics. If you want to share
feedback and input, please reach out to them (or any of us) at any time.

Family Sunday School Online
September 4 11:00am-12:00pm
September focus: Prayer
This month, join Pastor Jesse and his wife
Khoa Ngo as we learn about what prayer is, why
it’s important, and how to talk about and practice Christian prayer with our kids and grandkids. The class will start with a demonstration
of ways to pray with children, so bring the kids
at the beginning. The whole family is welcome!
Zoom info to join:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88244143457?pwd=VTlyNnFBMkZSNjNQQVpoNWljaWViQT09
Meeting ID: 882 4414 3457
Passcode: 379791
One tap mobile

+13126266799,,88244143457#,,,,,,0#,,379791#
US (Chicago)

Drop-off Communion
September 13, 11:30am - 1:00pm
During this time of
COVID-19 social distancing, we have been sharing in Communion both
in-person and pre-recorded online, those not
in-person using bread
and drink in their own
homes. However, there
are congregants who
don’t have internet access or the technology to
be able to join us for Communion. Last May, Pastor Jesse offered Drop-off Communion for these
members. He is offering this again on Sunday
September 13th.
That Sunday between 11:30am and 1:00pm,
Pastor Jesse will deliver pre-packaged Communion elements (see picture), with a personal blessing from him, to a list of members who aren’t able to join online. He will
place the Communion package on the doorstep and knock or ring the bell so they know
it has arrived. He will wear a mask and offer a
brief blessing for those who answer the door.

If someone you know is unable to access
online services, please let them know about
this opportunity and ask if they would like
to receive Drop-off Communion that morning. Then contact the church office by email
or phone, so we can add them or check to
see if they are on the list of people to serve.

NEW MEMBERS CLASS – SEPTEMBER 20TH & OCTOBER 4TH - 11:00AM – 12:00PM

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function.
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.” Romans
12:4-5
Pastor Jesse will offer a New Members Class on September 20th and October 4th 11:00am - 12:00pm online
via Zoom.
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If you have been worshipping with us in-person and/or online and you would like to learn more about our
church, or if you think you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider attending this
upcoming class. Participation in the class doesn’t commit you to church membership, but it is an opportunity
to find out more about the life and ministry of FCC and to give prayerful consideration to whether you want to
enter into membership.
Zoom info to join both sessions:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85251124482
Meeting ID: 852 5112 4482
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,85251124482# US (Chicago)

ME
CL MB
AS ER
SE
S

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Jesse Tanner..................................................................................................................................... Senior Pastor
Jean Tuohy............................................................................................................................................... Music Director
Pam Patterson...................................................................................................................Administrative Assistant

Rich Wagner.................................................................................................................................... Building Steward

SAVE THE DATE!
		

September 13		

		

September 13		

				

September 20		

				

October 4			

				

December 24		

Faith Formation Sunday
Drop Off Communion
New Member Class

New Member Class

			 November 8		 Stewardship Sunday

Christmas Eve Services

9/1 Julian Velde
9/2 Pam Patterson
9/3 Jim Schock
9/3 Mary Hill
9/3 Kirsten Pedersen
9/6 Dennis Leberecht
9/9 Max Aldred
9/12 Layla Nickels
9/12 Brenda Hennessey

9/13
9/14
9/14
9/14
9/19
9/20
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/30

Pat Henrys
Doug MacKinney
Sue Perrin
Paetyn Evaristo
Steve Aldred
Chris Mau
Krishna Constantino
Eleanor Moeller
Jennifer Swan
Lucien Noland

LIVE STREAMING WILL RETURN SOON!
WATCH FOR DETAILS IN YOUR WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST!

