
 ALL ARE WELCOME

Pastor Jesse’s Office 
Hours are:

Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-4:00pm
Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm

Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
 

(Pastor Jesse’s Cell: 
816-288-0684)

pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

Regular Church office hours 
are:
Mon.- 8:00am-12:00pm
Tues.- 9:00am-2:00pm
Wed.- 9:00am-4:00pm 
Thur.- 8:00am-12:00pm
Fri.:-   9:00am-2:00pm

First Congregational  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

256 E. Chicago St., Elgin, IL 60120   -   

847-741-4045   -   www.fcc-elgin.org

October 2020

Church
Life

Journey  with  Jesse

“See, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)

Friends in Christ,

There was once a thief who used to hang around the precious stones dis-
trict in the marketplace to see who was purchasing gems so that he could 
pickpocket them. One day, a well-known diamond merchant bought the 
largest, most beautiful stone, and the thief followed him onto a train.

During their 3-day journey, the thief tried to pick the merchant’s pocket to ob-
tain the diamond; yet, at the end of their journey, he hadn’t been able to find this 
rare, precious jewel.

Frustrated, he finally confronted the merchant and confessed, “I’ve used all the 
skills of my art. How did you hide it from me?” 

“Well,” said the merchant, “I saw you watching and suspected your intention, 
so I hid the diamond in a place you’d be least likely to look … your own pocket!” 

Summer is waning, children have returned to school (albeit quite differently 
than usual), and we’re once again poised to enter the autumn season. It’s a 
time of transition, a time of change and possibility, into which this little para-
ble brings some insight.

This parable speaks to our true nature and the spiritual potential we each 
have within us. The treasure we seek is closer than we might imagine. It’s 
not out there somewhere. It’s not grounded in outer circumstances. It’s not 
about looking for validation in someone else’s treasure. It’s in the heart, 
in the core of our being, in the awareness of God’s presence in commu-
nity, always here and available to us as God’s precious and beloved child. 

As we enter this season of autumn, and in the face of strange and challenging 
circumstances with COVID-19, we might see it as an opportunity for new possi-
bilities of how we can live out our faith. I invite us to reflect on the following ques-
tions and perhaps take them into prayer and meditation: What am I ready to 
bring   into  fruition in my life? How is my inner treasure going to come forth 
through my service? How  am  I  becoming   more alive, awake, and attuned 
to God and Jesus Christ in my faith and spirituality? 

(contd on pg. 2)
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(contd. from pg. 1)

At each and every moment of our lives, we have the opportunity to open up more fully to the trea-
sure of God’s love in Jesus Christ and share that good with those around us in a variety of ways. And 
not just as individuals, but as a family of faith, embodying the gracious Gospel of Jesus in our ministry.

May we continually seek avenues of embodying this Divine treasure on our life journey as part and parcel 
of the Body of Christ. 

Grace and peace to you,
Pastor Jesse

This Month in Worship

October 4:  (live streaming online @ 9:30 am)
Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20 

& Luke 2:41-49
Sermon: “Pierced Earrings and a Bible”  

              – Beth Claxton guest preacher

*Online Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead 
Communion liturgy during the online service with the 
elements. When viewing this worship we invite you 
to participate by using bread and juice (or similar 
items) in your own home or wherever you are. While 
this certainly doesn’t replace in person Communion, 
it still enables us to share in the spiritual meaning 
and message of this sacrament.

October 11:  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Luke 10:25-37
Sermon – “A Neighborhood Expression of Care”

October 18: Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon – “A New Way For a New Reformation”

October 25: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Mark 5:1-20
Sermon – “Un-Masking the Holy in Halloween”

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING

On October 4, 2020 FCC will collect the Neigh-
bors in Need (NIN) offering. NIN is a special mis-
sion of the United Church of Christ that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States.

One-third of NIN funds support the Coun-
cil for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-
thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice 
and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a va-
riety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants.

Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work 
in their communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to com-
munity organizing and advocacy to address sys-
temic injustice. This year, special consideration 
will be given to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities.

FCC is collecting NIN on October 4, 2020, but 
contributions can also be made at any time.
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Family Sunday School Online 
October 4, 2020 @ 11:00am

October Theme:  Worship
30-45 minutes

Join Pastor Jesse and family online for our monthly Family Sunday School class on Zoom after worship at 
11:00am! This class will focus on how to talk to our kids about faith and practice our spirituality in the home.

The teachings are simple and straightforward, and focused on how to engage our kids in Chris-
tian teaching and spirituality. We start with an activity and demonstration for the kids, and then 
while the kids color or play the parents have a brief discussion. The whole family is welcome!

Zoom link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88244143457?pwd=VTlyNnFBMkZSNjNQQVpoNWl-
jaWViQT09

Meeting ID: 882 4414 3457
Passcode: 379791

COMMUNICATIONS AND 
MARKETING COORDINATOR

We are so pleased to welcome Sarah Han-
sen on staff here at FCC as our new Communica-
tions and Marketing Coordinator! Sarah joined 
us September 23rd. She is a recent graduate 
from Carroll University in Waukesha, WI and 
brings a lot of fresh energy and skills to engage 
both the congregation and wider community.

Please help us welcome Sarah to our church com-
munity!

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Our Church Administrative Assistant, Pam 

Patterson, is taking a leave of absence due to 
her illness and treatments. We continue to 
pray for Pam and Don during this difficult time.

As a result of this, we thank those who have 
stepped in to help Pastor Jesse with the of-
fice functions, especially Judy Leith, Kurt Neu-
mann, Jeanne Rothlisberger, and Pat Segel.

NEWS FROM ECO 
GROUP

"The FCC Eco-Group is planning a hike on 
October 18 at 2pm. We will be meeting at Carl 
Hansen Woods. The hike will be the Oak woods 
which has a nice flat path. It should be very sce-
nic with the leaf color and late fall flowers. Di-
rections: Take Summit Street/Golf Road east of 
Elgin. Turn north (left) on 59 (Sutton Road). First 
left will be entrance. Park near the woods trail." 

FCC Eco-Group is also excited to celebrate that 
our church is now getting electricity through 
solar power. We have estimated that the church 
going solar eliminates 40 tons of CO2 per year!!! 
That reduction roughly equates to a railroad car 
of coal every four years. And, our congregation is 
now a pioneer for solar usage in Elgin. Later in 
October, we will be celebrating this FCC project."
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Text Message Alerts - Opt-in
You can receive text messages from FCC 

and Pastor Jesse on your phone about week-
ly worship services and other opportunities 
by clicking on this link: https://slkt.io/6t-
nh. Just click on the link and send the au-
to-generated text to us to opt-in. It’s an easy, 
simple way to stay connected! If you have 
difficulty, please email, call, or text Pastor 
Jesse and he’ll simply sign you up manually.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!!  
One Wednesday night a month.

The group who picks up bread from Panera is 
looking for another volunteer.

This task involves driving to Panera on Randall 
Road at closing one Wednesday a month to pick 
up the donation.  The next day you will take it to 
one or two locations in town where it is  distrib-
uted to recipients. 

If you are interested in this volunteer position, 
please call Sandy Dalton at 847-841-1024.

FLOWERS

Celebrate a loved ones birthday or anniversary.
Offer a memorial for a loved one.

 
If you would like to donate flowers for our alter 
on any of these dates, please contact Sandy Dal-
ton  (847-841-1024) or the church office.

The cost is $20.00 for one bouquet and $40 for 
two.

There are openings on 
our flower calendar for 

the following Sundays.

November 15, 22, 29
December    6

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
  - Nominating Team:  We need a team of 

2-3 volunteers to work with Rich Jacobs and 
the governance committee to help with this 
next year’s recruitment and fulfillment of vol-
unteers and ministry leaders. Approx 1-2 
hours a week for 3-4 weeks starting in late Oc-
tober/early November. Please contact Sher-
ri Goodlove (maxsonsherri@yahoo.com). 

- Soup Kettle:  We are looking for volun-
teers to cook pre-planned meals on Wednes-
days once a month for the Soup Kettle min-
istry. And we also are in need of plastic bags 
for carry-out meals. Please contact Barb Bur-
ton-Halfpenny (bhalfpenny.barb@gmail.com).
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    Stewardship Campaign 2020

This year’s Stewardship theme is Beloved, Love, based on 

The campaign kicks off starting Sunday, October 18, 2020 and culminates on Pledge Sunday, November 8, 2020.

As a faith community we are united in a shared commitment to be God’s hands and feet in making a more just 
and loving world for all. Our ministry to manifest God’s love in the world is possible because of the generous 
financial and volunteer support of our members and friends. Because of you, our church expresses God’s love 
in our community.

Please consider pledging to support our church and the ministries we do. Your financial commitment will 
strengthen our congregation as a beloved community. Together, we can answer Jesus’ call to love!
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
256 E. Chicago St.

Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045

Website:  www.fcc-elgin.org
WORSHIP TIMES:   8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Jesse Tanner .............................................................................................................. Senior Pastor

Jean Tuohy ......................................................................................................................Music Director

Pam Patterson .................................................................................................Administrative Assistant

Rich Wagner .............................................................................................................   Building Steward

Sarah Hansen .................................................................  Communications and Marketing Coordinator

 
10/1   Kya Thacker
10/3   John Schlomann

 10/3   Taylor Powers
 10/7   Frank Kottmeier
 10/7   Evan Hennessey
10/12  Barb Burton
10/13  Makenna Pichik
10/14  Vivienne Carlson

  10/17  Janet Aldred

10/19   Vaughn Pedersen
10/22   David Widder
10/22   Mark Brictson
10/22   Rob Stackowiak
10/24   Aidan Garcia
10/25   Debra Drayton
10/28   Matt Halfpenny
10/30   GraceAnne Aldred
10/31   Mike Stackowiak

October 
Birthdays

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1, 2020, at 2:00 A.M.  As we 
sleep, the clocks “fall back” one hour!


