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ALL ARE WELCOME

Pastor Jesse’s Office 
Hours are:

Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-4:00pm
Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm

Friday 9:00am-3:00pm
 

(Pastor Jesse’s Cell: 
816-288-0684)

pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org

 Regular Church office hours 
are:

Mon.   -8:00 am-12:00pm
Tues.  -9:00am-2:00pm
Wed.   -9:00am-4:00pm
Thurs.-8:00am-12:00pm
Fri.      -9:00am-2:00 pm

“Gratitude goes beyond the ‘mine’ and the ‘thine’ and claims the truth that 
all of life is a pure gift. In the past I always thought of gratitude as a spon-
taneous response to the awareness of gifts received, but now I realize that 
gratitude can also be lived as a discipline. The discipline of gratitude is the 
explicit effort to acknowledge that all I am and have is given to me as a gift of 
love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.” Henri Nouwen 

Friends in Christ,

November is a month when we take the time to notice and celebrate 
gratitude. Although there has been a long history of celebrating a festival of 
Thanksgiving in the month of November, it wasn’t until 1863, during the mid-
dle of the Civil War, that Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national holiday of 
Thanksgiving. 

We often mark our thanksgiving by what we have, by the things in our lives 
for which we are grateful. We might consider ourselves blessed that we have 
loving family, or plenty of food, clean water, so many things that we know we 
often take for granted that others around the world often live without. 

The bold beginning of Thanksgiving as a national holiday in the midst of 
the Civil War reminds us that we can live gratitude even in the midst of diffi-
culty, even in the face of a pandemic and economic struggles and uncertainty. 
We can find blessing even in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty. Perhaps 
our blessings have less to do with the list of all the things we have and more 
to do with the very gift of life, the gift of love, and the gift of God’s loving pres-
ence with us. 

Mary embodies this spirit, when she sings in thanksgiving for her bless-
ings in the midst of dealing with her pregnancy with Jesus: a fiancé who isn’t 
sure if he can trust her and stay with her, a community judging her harshly as 
an unwed teenage mother in a time when that was considered unacceptable. 
All that is true, and yet she sings: 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-
ior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Sure-
ly, from now on all generations will call me blessed.” - Luke 1:46-48
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(contd. from pg. 1)

Mary’s spirit rejoices and she boldly claims herself as blessed in the midst of it all because she trusts that 
God is with her and doing something amazing. 

As we move into this Thanksgiving season, like Jesus’ mother, Mary, I invite us to consider, how can we 
cultivate this practice of gratitude through the awareness of God with us? 

As you reflect back over this past year (as crazy as it has been) or perhaps over your whole life, I invite you 
to ask yourself, “Where have I seen and noticed God’s presence with me? In what ways have I experienced 
God in my life?” 

May we sing with Mary this Thanksgiving season, aware and grateful for the ways God is present and at 
work in all of our lives.

Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Jesse

NOTICE
* In-person   Sunday  Worship  Service  has  been  temporarily  suspended  due  to 
rising COVID-19 numbers and increased restrictions.  

Please join us at  9:30 AM  for  live-streaming  worship  each Sunday  until  further 
notice on our Youtube channel.

This Month in Worship*

November 1: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost (All Saints Sunday)
Scripture – Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon – “A New Way For a New Reformation”

*Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead Communion live-streaming on YouTube. We invite you to par-
ticipate by using bread and juice (or similar items) in your own home or wherever you are. Let us join 
together to share in the spiritual meaning and message of this sacrament!

November  8: Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost (Stewardship Sunday)
Scripture – 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
Sermon – “Un-Wrapping Our Gifts”

November 15: Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Solar Sunday)
Scripture – Jeremiah 1:18
 Sermon – No Sermon: Eco-Team Leads Solar Celebration!

November 22: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Jesse off Nov. 22-28)
Scripture – Psalm 100:1-5
 Sermon – No Sermon: Hymn Celebration Sunday! 

November 29: First Sunday of Advent
Scripture – Mark 13:24-37
Sermon – “Keep Awake…”
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   Stewardship Campaign 2020

This year’s Stewardship theme is Beloved, Love, based on 

We kicked off our 2021 on Sunday, October 18, 2020 and culminates on Pledge Sunday, November 8, 2020.

As a faith community we are united in a shared commitment to be God’s hands and feet in making a more just 
and loving world for all. Our ministry to manifest God’s love in the world is possible because of the generous 
financial and volunteer support of our members and friends. Because of you, our church expresses God’s love 
in our community.

Please consider pledging to support our church and the ministries we do. Your financial commitment will 
strengthen our congregation as a beloved community. Together, we can answer Jesus’ call to love!
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
256 E. Chicago St.

Elgin, IL. 60120
847-741-4045

Website:  www.fcc-elgin.org
WORSHIP TIMES:   8:15 & 10:15 a.m.

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Jesse Tanner .............................................................................................................. Senior Pastor

Jean Tuohy ......................................................................................................................Music Director

Pam Patterson .................................................................................................Administrative Assistant

Rich Wagner .............................................................................................................   Building Steward

Sarah Hansen .................................................................  Communications and Marketing Coordinator

November Birthdays
11/2    Sharon Norman
11/4    Chandler Swan
11/5    Lauren Jackson
11/7    Tom Howard
11/9    Matthew Jackson
11/11  Efren Evaristo
11/12  Dawn Sanderson
11/13  Kenzie Fahnestock
11/14  Jeffrey Debolt
11/16  Sherri Goodlove
11/17  Kyle Hennessey
11/17  Gabriella Stocksdale

11/18  Katie Bowers
11/18  Jean Hempstead
11/19  Simon Lopez
11/19  Jeanne Rothliberger
11/20  Emily Jackson
11/22  Kyle Pichik
11/23  Judy Leith
11/23  Bonnie Turk
11/27  Bailey Stark
11/28  Kieu Tanner   
11/29  Gordie Abel
11/29  Diane Keys
11/29  Kinsley Pichik

  UPDATE FROM MISSION GRANTS COMMITTEE

The deadline for grants submissions has passed.  It was October 1. 

The Grants Committee received 17 total grant requests, and 
all were deemed eligible.  So now they are meeting to rank 
order them.  The grants will be awarded and allocated after that.

Birthdays


