“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Friends in Christ,
We’re now entering a season in the liturgical church calendar that’s often called
“Ordinary Time” or sometimes “Time of the Church.” This is the longest season of
the Christian year. It explores the mission of the church and uses the color of
Green to symbolize spiritual growth in God in Christ.
Yet, doesn’t it seem odd? Why would anything on the Christian calendar be called
“ordinary”? Is this just a throw-away season before the “real” stuff starts
happening again come Advent?
In everyday life we do tend to think that if something is “ordinary” it’s unnecessary
or of lesser value. But, actually, Ordinary Time reminds us that God is present and
active in every facet of our lives. God’s Spirit infuses our time here on Earth, even
the ordinary parts.
Indeed, just as most of our life is spent doing ordinary things, most of the church
year is ordinary time. In fact, if every day was extraordinary, then really no days
would be extraordinary. They would all just blend together; nothing would stick out.
The special days are highlighted by the “regular” days, so that without regular days
there would be not special days. The ordinary days of life are really, then, every bit
as important as the extraordinary ones.
Think of all the “ordinary” days that Jesus spent with the disciples, in which no
teaching or miracle is recorded. Think of the time spent on the road, or resting, or
talking about everyday matters. Think of the journeys of Paul, and the many days
and hours he must have spent just being with people, in which no major event
occurred. These times were just as important as the times we read about in the
New Testament because they contrast with the “special” times, but also because
they partially make up the dynamic whole of the relationships of those found in our
scriptural narratives.
This past year has been uniquely extra-ordinary! The pandemic, shut-downs, racial
tensions, economic instability, deepening social divides, and a challenging
presidential election. Yet, with the dramatic increase of vaccinations and the
easing of restrictions lately, we’re now entering a season of renewal in the church!
We’re gradually “getting back to normal,” or at least much closer to pre-COVID
times. This is a time for us to rejuvenate our spirituality and reconnect with our
church family by getting involved again.
When you hear this Summer that we’re in “Ordinary Time,” please know that this
isn’t at all a “throwaway” season; it’s an important time. Let’s make it a season of
personal and congregational reawakening to our life of faith that we walk together

in the love of Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jesse

June 6: Second Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Genesis 1:1-5, 31; 2:1-3
Sermon – “Made for Care and Creation”
*Communion Sunday: Pastor Jesse will lead Communion for those both in-person
and live-streaming during worship. For those joining online, we invite you to
participate by using bread and juice (or similar items) in your own home or
wherever you are. Let us join together to share in the spiritual meaning and
message of this sacrament!
June 13: Third Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Isaiah 40:3-5
Sermon – “Rejecting Fundamentalisms for the Common Good”
June 20: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Service led by Beth Claxton
June 27: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture – Mark 4:35-41
Sermon – “Calming the Storms of Life”

Graduation Sunday: June 13, 2021
If you or your child are a 2021 High School or College graduate, we would like to
recognize these accomplishments on Graduation Sunday.

Graduation Sunday will take place on June 13th.
In order to spotlight and celebrate our Graduates, please send the Graduate's
name, school they're graduating from, and a photo (jpeg file format) to Pastor
Jesse (pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org).

FCC Honors 2021 Graduates
As a congregation, we recognize and celebrate the following 2021 graduates!

Ben Brictson
Southern Illinois University
Bachelor of Science in Automotive
Technology, Magna Cum Laude

Maranda Lile
Larkin High School

GraceAnne Aldred
Washington University in St. Louis
Bachelor of Applied Science in Systems Engineering
Minors in Computer Science and Business of Social Impact
Nathan DeBolt
Larkin High School
Visual Performing Arts Academy
No picture available

Christina McClure
Clemson University
Bachelor Degree in Education, with Honors
No picture available

Destannie Tippett
South Elgin High School
No picture available

FCC Vacation Bible School - June 27th - 30th

Mark your calendars because we're planning on having VBS this year! The
kick-off will be Sunday June 27th right after worship, and then we'll meet
Monday - Wednesday 5:30-7:00pm for a time of fun, fellowship, and faithlearning.
We will continue to practice COVID precautions by wearing masks and
practicing social distancing inside and out. Stay tuned for further details as the
date gets closer.

Join us at Lords Park (East Pavilion) on July 18th at 10:00AM for worship
and fellowship, as we continue reconnecting with each other and renewing
our congregational life together! After the service we will have a time to
celebrate many of the life events from the past year that we haven’t been
able to recognize as a whole congregation due to COVID.
It will be a potluck event, so the church will provide hot dogs and hamburgers
to grill, and there will be a sign-up sheet available in church throughout June
to organize who is bringing what food items. Also, we will need volunteers to
help get equipment out to the Park, set up games for the kids, and serve
food. There will be a sign-up sheet available to help out in these ways, as
well.
This is an excellent opportunity for us to renew our connections with each
other after a tough 2020, and have some food and fun with our worship and
fellowship!

Illinois Rental Payment Program
The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) is now offering the Illinois
Rental Payment Program (ILRPP), which can provide up to $25,000 in
emergency rental assistance for those who qualify. Eligibility requirements are
that a household must have experienced financial hardship due to the
pandemic, is behind on rent or is at risk of housing instability or homelessness,
and the 2020 income was below 80% of the Area Median Income. For more
information you can visit the website (https://www.ihda.org/about-ihda/illinoisrental-payment-program/) or pick up an information flier at the information
table at church.

Elgin Area Financial Resources
The FCC Mission and Outreach Ministry would like to offer the congregation and
others a list of available financial resources in the Elgin area, in addition to what we
provide here at church.
Check out the PDF file here.

COVID Update: Bridge Phase
Gov. Pritzker has announced that all of Illinois has entered the “Bridge Phase” of our
reopening plan, starting May 14th! The Bridge Phase is the final step before the full
reopening in Phase 5. Seating capacity limits have expanded to 250 people for
gatherings like worship, classes, etc. Although the statewide mask mandate has

been rescinded for those fully vaccinated, wearing masks will continue to be
mandatory while in the church building until Phase 5.
Barring any significant reversals in key COVID-19 statewide indicators, Illinois
could enter Phase 5 as soon as Friday, June 11th.
To learn more details about the Bridge Phase, read the executive order
here: https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/23322Bridge_Phase_Executive_Order.pdf.

COVID Vaccinations
Oak Street Health is now delivering COVID-19 vaccines to Elgin residents age
65+. For more information, visit https://www.oakstreethealth.com/covid-19vaccine.

Holding In Prayer
The people listed are those named on our online Congregational Prayer List
as well as from joys and concerns mentioned to Pastor Jesse. They are in no
particular order. If you need prayer or to talk with Pastor Jesse, please email,
call, or text him (pastorjesse@fcc-elgin.org), 816-288-0684). If you are
reaching out about another person, please be sure to get their consent
beforehand.
Angie Rea
Michael Halfpenny
Sherri Goodlove
Mary Kirkman
Colburn Family
Sharon Mategrano
Bill Schnell
Gloria Helin

FCC Prayer List - Google Doc
Please continue using our FCC Prayer List: FCC Prayer List. Anyone with
the link can view the list and add to it. When the prayer joy/concern has
passed, please go in and remove it from the list.
Also, know that when you put your prayer request on this list you are giving
consent for it to be viewed by others in the congregation. And please do not
share the link with anyone outside of FCC.

JUNE
6/2
6/4
6/6
6/7
6/9
6/10
6/10
6/10
6/10
6/10
6/13

Lyla Jiacomin
Chris Taylor
Matthew Schultz
Keaton Fahnestock
John Schultz
Martin Cedillo
Jackie Flood
Evelyn Johnson
Kevin Kamenjarin
Donald Patterson
Avery Swan

6/17
6/17
6/18
6/22
6/28
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30
6/30
6/30

Robert Stark
Elizabeth Schmied
Kristen Pichik
Veronica Noland
Karen Carlson
Lyndon Humbracht
Beth Hummelberg
Nathan Leith
Wendy Breitmayer
Nancy Gerner
Madeline Moeller

JULY
7/3
7/4
7/8
7/9
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/18
7/18

Graham Stocksdale
Debra Leberecht
Debbie Helin-Wetzel
Jaqueline Sanderson
Darek Boruta
Robert Bayler
Vicki Frederick
Joshua Kremen
Christopher Swan

7/19
7/21
7/24
7/27
7/31

Andrew Mitchell
Sue Ruf
Jean Tuohy
Jerry Constantino
Karie Jiacomin

8/16
8/16
8/18
8/18
8/20

Colleen Stauffacher
Angie Vega
Tom Phillips
Fred Steffen
Eric Turnquist

AUGUST
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/3

Joanie Steffen
Helen McClure
Minh Tanner
Bill Schnell

8/4
8/4
8/5
8/7
8/7
8/9
8/9
8/9
8/11
8/11
8/14
8/15

Pat Lindquist
Sue Smith
Paul Turk
Charlotte Flanagan
Steve Stauffacher
Angela Boruta
Delores Kagel
Lois Robinson
Abigail Garcia
Grayson Pichik
Luke Hennessey
Myles Hennessey

8/21
8/22
8/23
8/24
8/26
8/28
8/28
8/29
8/30
8/31

Krista Debolt
Janet Banwart
Zylle Constantino
Nolan Stackowiak
Terri Howard
Janet Kremen
Karen McGuire
Shirley May Byrnes
James Hennessey
Katy Warren

First Congregational Staff
Rev. Dr. Jesse Tanner.
Jean Tuohy
Pam Patterson
Rich Wagner

Senior Pastor
Music Director
Administrative Assistant
Building Steward

Pastor Jesse’s Church Office Hours
Tues. 9:00am - 2:00pm
Wed. 9:00am - 3:00pm
Thur. 9:00am - 1:00pm
Fri. 9:00am - 3:00pm
Outside of these hours for meetings and interaction, Pastor Jesse works at the church and from home in
other ministerial capacities. If you would like to meet or talk with him outside these office hours, please call
the church office to set up an appointment (847) 741-4045 or text/call his cell (816) 288-0684.
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